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Purpose of Report 

This report provides a summary analysis of the statistics contained in the North Lanarkshire 
2004 Vacant and Derelict Land Survey. This includes an analysis of the take up of vacant 
and derelict sites for all land uses between April 2003 and March 2004. 

Sustainability Implications 

The re use of vacant and derelict land has many positive implications for sustainable 
development. The improved re-cycling of derelict land is a fundamental criterion and 
indicator for sustainable development. 

Key Findings from 2004 Survey 

North Lanarkshire has 392 vacant and derelict sites covering 1,321.08ha. 
This comprises of 944.89ha of derelict land and 376.19ha of vacant land. 
70 sites covering 218.56ha were removed from the register. 
32 sites covering 31.06ha were added to the register. 
The net change was a reduction of 187.5ha comprising 38 sites. 
North Lanarkshire contains the largest area of urban vacant and derelict land of all the 
local authorities in Scotland. (12% by area). 
North Lanarkshire contains the largest area of derelict urban land of all local authorities 
in Scotland. (21% by area) 
Despite net reductions over the years, 1,321 ha of vacant and derelict land is still 
considerable and if the net reduction rate continues it could still take up to 30 years to 
remove completely. 

Further details on the trends and performance from the 2004 Survey are shown in 
Appendix A to this report. The 2004 Vacant and Derelict Land Statistics Bulletin has been 
made available in the Members Library. Projects proposed for the Cities Review Funding 
are shown in Appendix B to this report. 

Corporate Considerations 

The rehabilitation and recycling of land that is currently derelict meets the needs of the 
Corporate Plan in a number of important areas. The Corporate Plan notes that there are 
many areas in North Lanarkshire where the environment is derelict and degraded and in 
the need to produce a safe and pleasant environment. By improving the speed that derelict 
sites are rehabilitated it would: 

Stimulate Business and the Economy by improving the business environment, creating 
new quality business sites and improving the image of the area for inward investment. 



0 

Promote Social Inclusion by focusing resource allocations to derelict land effecting SIP 
areas as a priority. 
Improve Housing and the Environment by achieving new housing site opportunities and 
achieving sustainable development criteria. 

5. Recommend at i o n 

5.1 It is recommended that the Committee (a) notes the contents of this report and (b) remits a 
copy of the report to Economic Regeneration Committee for information. 

David M. Porch 
DIRECTOR OF PLANNING AND ENVIRONMENT 

For further information please contact Gordon McNaughton, Senior Planner Planning and Development, on 
01236 616245. 

Date of Report: 12 January 2005 

2004 Vacant and Derelict Land Statistical Bulletin - Members Library 

Appendix A - Details of trends and performance of 2004 Survey. 

Appendix B - Projects proposed for Cities Review Funding. 



Appendix A - Details of trends and performance of 2004 Survey. 

1. 

1.1 

2. 

2.1 

Background 

The Scottish Executive requires local authorities to undertake an annual survey of vacant 
and derelict land as part of the Scottish Vacant and Derelict Land Survey (SVDLS). The 
Survey requires the Council to monitor a range of issues in terms of vacant and derelict 
land, including: site size; previous use; preferred use; take-up of land; fall-out to a vacant or 
derelict state. The survey is a “snap shot” in time at 31 March 2004. Guidance on the 
interpretation of which site should be classified as vacant or derelict is provided in the 
“Scottish Vacant and Derelict Land Survey 2004 Guidance Notes” (Scottish Executive). 

Scale of the Problem (2003 situation shown in brackets) 

North Lanarkshire in 2004 has 392 (414) vacant and derelict sites covering 1321.08ha 
(1509.25 ha). This is comprised of 944.89ha (1040.08 ha) of derelict land and 376.19ha 
(469.17 ha) of vacant land. (see Table I )  To put this into perspective, of all the local 
authorities in Scotland, North Lanarkshire contains the largest area of urban vacant and 
derelict land. (see Figure 1) The 2004 Vacant and Derelict Land Statistics Bulletin has been 
made available in the Members library. 

Figure 1 - Derelict and Urban Vacant Land by Local Authority 2004 
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Source: Scottish Executive Statistical Bulletin Dec 2004 

2.2 Take-up. One of the notable aspects of this years survey is the high level of new sites on 
and off the register. This year 70 (56) sites covering 218.56ha (102.88 ha) were taken up 
i.e. removed from the register. (Table 3.1 in Statistical Bulletin). Excluding the land taken up 
for a change in definitional reasons the “true” take up is 52 (53) sites covering 105.71 ha 
(102.32 ha) which is very much in line with last years “true” take up. Definitional take-up 
amounted to 112.85ha (0.56ha) covering 18 (3) sites. (Table 3.7 in Statistical Bulletin) As 
can be seen this is substantially greater than last year but is in line with the last major 
assessment undertaken in 2002 when a more rigorous evaluation of definitions were 
undertaken. It should be noted that one large site of 99.26ha represents the majority of 
definitional take up. The most notable take up category was again residential with 61.79ha 
(52.22 ha). From an historic viewpoint the take- up of vacant and derelict land has 
averaged 250ha each year over the past 13 years. (Table 3.4 in Statistical Bulletin). 

Table 1 VacantlDerelict Status, Total Area and Number of Sites, Urban and Rural 2004 
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Fail-Out. This year a more rigorous search was possible, assisted by aerial photographs, 
and this has resulted in a relatively large number of new sites being identified for adding 
onto the register. Land falling out of productive use i.e. land added to the register in 2004 
amounted to 32 (13) sites covering 31.06ha (10.18 ha) (Table 3.2 in Statistical Bulletin). 
The two most notable previous use categories (Table 3.8 in Statistical Bulletin) were 
Agriculture - 11 sites covering 8.81 ha and Recreation and Leisure - I site covering 5.85 ha. 
From an historic viewpoint the identification of new vacant and derelict land has averaged 
169 ha per year over the past 13 years. (Table 3.5 in Statistical Bulletin). It should be noted 
that the level of land being added to the register is now much reduced from the peak in the 
early 1990’s. 

Net Change. The net change between 2003 to 2004 was a reduction in some 188.1 7ha* 
(93.36) ha of land, comprising 38 (28) sites (Table 3.3 In Statistical Bulletin). From an 
historic viewpoint over the last 13 years there has been an average net yearly reduction of 
83.48ha. (Table 3.6 in Statistical Bulletin). * does not include slight site area adjustments to 
8 sites totalling net -0.8ha. (187.5ha) 

Ownership. 58% of land vacant and derelict is in private ownership, 23% is in public 
ownership, 10% in mixed public/private ownership and 9% is unknown ownership. (Table 
7.1 in Statistical Bulletin) 

Size Range. Of the total 392 sites 220 or 56% are less than 1 ha. 118 or 30% are between 
1 ha and 5ha, 26 or 7% are between 5ha and 1 Oha 

Comparative Position 

North Lanarkshire has 12% of all of Scotland’s vacant and derelict urban land by area. 
North Lanarkshire, Glasgow City, Highland and Renfrewshire together contain 45% of 
recorded derelict and urban vacant land in Scotland. 

Approximately 2% of North Lanarkshire’s total land area is recorded as derelict, the third 
highest percentage of all local authority areas in Scotland after Glasgow City and 
Renfrewshire. North Lanarkshire has however the largest area of derelict urban land 
recorded in Scotland at 842ha or 21% of all Scottish urban sites by area. This also 
represents 8% of the urban area in North Lanarkshire. 

North Lanarkshire with 376 ha of vacant urban land account for 12% of all recorded urban 
vacant land in Scotland. 

In 2004 105ha of derelict and urban vacant land was brought back into use. This is the 
“true” take up discounting the 112.85ha taken up for definitional reasons. This “true” take 
up represents 23% of the total take up in Scotland which is by far the greatest percentage 
of any local authority in Scotland. Glasgow City was next with 18% and thereafter all the 
other local authorities were in the 1% to 8% range. Since 1996 the total amount of recorded 
derelict and urban vacant land in Scotland has decreased by 2,440ha with the highest 
decrease (1,436 ha) reported by North Lanarkshire. The total amount of vacant and derelict 
land in North Lanarkshire has declined by 52% since 1996 (2,757ha/lI321 ha). Despite this 
relative decline there is a continued problem of long term derelict sites. 

86%% (1039ha) of all vacant and derelict land in North Lanarkshire has been vacant and 
derelict for more than 10 years and 47% (669ha) has been derelict for more than 15 years. 

Looking at the trends the overall scale of vacant and derelict land - some 1,321 ha - is still 
considerable. In the context of the Structure Plan area the Glasgow and Clyde Valley 
Structure Plan Manager is of the view that if the trend in net reduction was to continue it 
would take some 30 years to remove the existing level of urban vacant and derelict land 
from the Structure Plan area. 



4. Observations 

4.1 The proportion of long term vacant and derelict land remains unacceptably high and is the 
single most important feature of the Survey. The reuse of land is central to the brownfield 
focus of the Local Plan and the Structure Plan and its priority treatment is fundamental to 
improving the quality of life and health of local communities. 

4.2 Given that this is a longstanding issue it is important that both a strategy-driven and plan- 
led approach, adequately resourced, involving both the public and private sectors working 
in partnership, is required if significant reductions in the overall scale of the problem is to be 
achieved. The Lanarkshire Derelict Land Strategy (1998) states “The scale and long term 
impact of derelict land means that if cannot be solved by natural processes of the property 
market or by one agency working in isolation.” 

4.3 The problem of long term vacant and derelict land requires both a concentrated and 
focused approach if any significant progress is to be made. Such long-term problem sites 
impact on the economic, social and environmental quality of affected communities and 
requires to be addressed as a priority. The role of the “greening strategy” should not be 
underestimated as a positive initiative to rehabilitate sites, which have no possibility of a 
hard end use 

4.4 The Glasgow and Clyde Valley Structure Plan seeks a 33% increase in the rate at which 
urban brownfield land is developed and /or treated, from 300ha per annum to 400ha per 
annum and the Structure Plan seeks to address the problem of long term vacant and 
derelict land. The Lanarkshire Derelict Land Strategy makes a target of securing half the 
core sites (400ha for North Lanarkshire) over a ten year period and remove the impression 
of dereliction from the remainder. To achieve these ambitious targets the Lanarkshire 
Derelict Land Strategy required to be adequately funded. 

4.5 Following an evaluation of the Derelict Land Strategy during 2002-03 by EKOS 
Consultants, there was consideration given on how Lanarkshire should re-positioning its 
derelict land activities in light of changing central government policy i.e. Cities Review. The 
review proposed that future Derelict Land Strategy activity should focus on the following 
priority locations: 
.Town centres 
.Regeneration projects 
.SIP’S 
.Transport corridors 

4.6 The Government announced in June 2004 following “The Cities Review” process in 2003 
that Glasgow City Council and North Lanarkshire Council will share an additional funding of 
E 16 million to address the derelict land problem over the next 2 years. To obtain the 
resources the Council was asked to submit a bid document. A bid proposal document has 
been submitted to the Scottish Executive outlining proposals based on a number of priority 
vacant and derelict clusters of sites and seeking access of E 1 Om from the new Vacant and 
Derelict Land Fund over the period April 2004 to March 2006. The North Lanarkshire bid 
has identified projects in Airdrie, Coatbridge, Greengairs, Motherwell and Wishaw and is 
shown in detail in Appendix B attached to this report. 



Appendix B - Projects Proposed for Cities Review Funding 

Jroj. Cluster Ref. Methodology End Use 
ief. (Revised) 

I Mill Street Business Centre project at tender stage. Mixed Use 
Regeneration Further site investigations required on 

adjacent TRANSCO site with a view to 
acquisition and remediation. 

required with a view to acquisition and 
remediation. 

? Coatdyke Scottish Water site is priority project. SI Mixed Use 

3 Luggiebank Feasibility Study to assess viability of Economic 
economic end use. Remediation plans to be 
fully costed. With ERDF support likely. 

and SEL. Masterplan identifies 3 main 
projects: Community woodland, primary 
school and various housing sites. 

sites. Community consultation / participation 
to be built into process 

studies and project proposals are complete. 
Acquisition/ access agreements required for 
private sites. New Mains bing is key site. 

Improvement to land in and around industrial Mixed Use 
estates is a priority. Key project site is former 
Smith's Factory site. SI and contamination 
study required. 

potential sites for a range of mixed tenure 
housing, including project with Housing 
Association. Sl's required and support for 
developers likely. 

greenspace and improve access 

10 Clydesdale Major site requiring Sl's and masterplan Mixed Use 
developed. Possible past acquisition for 
greening. 

studies and project proposals are complete. 

Masterplan / site Sl's to be developed for the Mixed Use 
area as part of proposals for a "Business 
Quarter". Site investigations required on key 
TRANSCO site with a view to acquisition and 
remediation. 

$ Boots Links to NL URC proposals, with Boots PLC Mixed Use 

5 Greengairs Masterplan to be developed linking various Greening 

5 Natural Heritage Forestry Commission have completed site Greening 

7 Wishaw South 

3 Wishaw Opportunities to link together a number of Housing 
(Housing) 

3 Glenboig Extension of existing project to create Greening 

Tubeworks 

I1 Kelvin Valley Forestry Commission have completed site Greening 

12 Park Street 

13 CB Centenary Housing sites with developer interest - SI Housing 
Avenue and development appraisal required. 

14 CB Carradale Housing sites with developer interest - SI Housing 
Street and development appraisal required. 

I5  Brownsburn Masterplan to be developed. Acquisition and Greening 
greening of Target bing is key project. 

2004-05 2004-05 2005-06 
Funding Funding Funding 
(Studies) (Works) (Studies) 

04/05 04/05 05/06 

f90,000 f450,000 

f75,000 

f20,000 

f100,OOO f250,000 

f25,000 f75,000 

f20,000 f 125,000 

f20,000 f 150,000 

f20,000 f250,000 

f 1 O,OO( 

f30,000 

f20,000 f50,000 

f75,00( 

f 10,000 f85,000 

fl0,OOO f 100,000 

f25,000 

f465,OOO fl ,535,000 f85,001 

2 0 0 5 - 0 6 
Funding 
(Works) 
05/06 

f300,OOC 

f500,OOC 

f450,OOC 

f750,OOC 

f 200,00c 

f 50,OOC 

f 1 OO,OO( 

f50,00( 

f500,00( 

f50,00( 

f750.00( 

f215,00( 

f3,915,00( 

Total 04/05 

Total 05/06 

Total 04/06 


