
PLANNING AND ENVIRONMENT (PROTECTIVE SERVICES) SUB - 
22 February 2005 

Motherwell, 22 February 2005 at 2 pm. 

A Meeting of the PLANNING AND ENVIRONMENT (PROTECTIVE SERVICES) 
S U B-COM MlTTEE 

PRESENT 

Councillor McKenna, Convener; Councillors Brooks, J. Coyle, Gemmell, Gordon, Gorman, Gormill, Holloway, 
McGhee, Maginnis, Pentland, Saunders and Wilson. 

CHAIR 

Councillor McKenna (Convener) presided. 

IN ATTENDANCE 

The Chief Committee Services Manager, Head of Protective Services and Food Safety Manager. 

APOLOGIES 

Councillors Devine and Irvine. 

SURVEY OF LOCAL HOT FOOD TAKE-AWAY FOOD PREMISES AND THEIR PROPRIETORS USE 
OF ADDED FOOD COLOURS IN THE PREPARATION AND SALE OF TAKE-AWAY MEALS 

There was submitted a report dated 22 February 2005 by the Director of Planning and Environment 
advising (1) of a sampling initiative undertaken by his Departments Specialist Food Safety Team in 
relation to the level of added food colours found in take-away meals manufactured in local hot food 
take-away establishments; (2) that the Colours in Food Regulations 1995 control the use of artificial 
colours in foods; (3) that an excess of artificial colours in food could cause some people to suffer from 
migraines, breathing difficulties and allergic skin reactions; (4) that labelling regulations do not require 
take-away food and restaurant meals to be marked with ingredients; (5) that Enforcement Officers had 
visited 60 food premises unannounced and obtained samples of foods for submission to the Public 
Analyst over the period from 1 to 22 June 2004 and which showed that one third of food premises did 
not comply with the relevant purity criteria; (6) that, as a result ,follow-up visits were conducted on the 
food premises which had supplied unsatisfactory samples; (7) that subsequently advisory visits were 
paid to the premises concerned during August and September 2004 to obtain new samples and, (8) 
that this follow up exercise confirmed that proprietors of the affected food premises had not further 
breached any of the statutory requirements set out by the Colours in Food Regulations 1995. 

Arising therefrom the Head of Protective Services made reference to the recent health concerns 
associated with the “Sudan 1” ingredient and advised of the action taken by the Council to protect the 
wellbeing of residents of North Lanarkshire. 

Decided: 

(1) that the report be noted, and 

(2) that it be noted that a list of the goods affected by the “Sudan 1” ingredient be placed in the 
Members Library for information 
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CONSOLIDATION OF THE FOOD SAFETY CODES OF PRACTICE 

2. There was submitted a report (docketed) dated 22 February 2005 by the Director of Planning and 
Environment advising (1) of the key changes, as contained within an Appendix to the report, resulting 
from the consolidation of the Codes of Practice issued under Section 40 of the Food Safety Act 1990 
into a single Code; (2) that this updated the previous Codes of Practice reflected changes in 
legislation and made the Code of Practice more user friendly; (3) that these changes reflected the role 
of LACORS and its links with the Food Standards Agency's Framework Agreement, and (4) that a 
copy of the Code of Practice and associated Practical Guidance had been deposited in the Members' 
Library. 

Decided: that the report be noted 

CONSULTATION ON PROPOSED NEW GENERAL PRODUCT SAFETY REGULATIONS 

3. There was submitted a report (docketed) dated 22 February 2005 by the Director of Planning and 
Environment (1) advising (a) that the safety of consumer products in the United Kingdom is mainly 
controlled by regulations made under the Consumer Protection Act 1987; (b) that the safety of a 
product may be demonstrated by compliance with British or European Standards; (c) that a number of 
products, eg. electrical appliances are controlled by specific regulation which often require CE 
markings to indicate compliance with essential safety requirements; (d) that the current General 
Product Safety Regulations were made in 1994 and implemented the 1992 EC Directive on general 
product safety, and (e) that the Directive was based on and replaced a similar requirement in the 
Consumer Protection Act 1987; (2) indicating that a new EC Directive was brought into force in 2001 
and would be imported into UK legislation with the trading standards service being responsible for the 
enforcement of the regulations; (3) setting out the main features of the new regulations; (4) further 
advising that the DTI were consulting on proposals for implementation, and (5) seeking authority to 
forward a Council response on the proposals to the DTI as detailed in the appendix to the report, a 
copy of which had been placed in the Members Library for information. 

Decided: 

(1) that the report be noted, and 

(2) that the Director of Planning and Environment forward a response to the DTI on behalf of the 
Council in terms of the appendix to his report. 

CONSUMER DIRECT SCOTLAND 

4. With reference to paragraph 11 of the Minute of the meeting of this Sub-Committee held on 
24February 2004, when it was agreed that a further report be submitted on the progress of the 
establishment of this service, there was submitted a report dated 22 February 2005 by the Director of 
Planning and Environment (1) advising (a) that the new consumer telephone helpline, based in the 
Western Isles was launched in July 2004 to provide consumer advice, and (b) that the aim of the 
helpline, Consumer Direct, was to provide first line advice and information to enable consumers to 
resolve issues with goods and services they had purchased or to identify and report dishonest traders 
and scams, and (2) setting out certain operational aspects of the helpline. 
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Decided: 

(1) that the report be noted, and 

(2 )  that a further progress report be submitted to a future meeting on the operation and 
effectiveness of Consumer Direct. 

EAT SAFE AWARD SCHEME INITIATIVE 

5. There was submitted a report dated 22 February 2005 by the Director of Planning and Environment 
(1) advising (a) of the introduction by the Food Safety Standards Agency of an Eat Safe Award 
Scheme to help raise Food Safety Standards in catering premises to which the public normally have 
access, and (b) that the Eat Safe Award Scheme would be piloted in Scotland with the intention of it 
becoming a national initiative; (2 )  setting out the Agency objectives directly linked to the Scheme, and 
(3) seeking North Lanarkshire Council’s support for and participation in the Scheme. 

Decided: 

(1) that North Lanarkshire Council support and participate in the Food Standards Agency Eat 
Safe Award Scheme, and 

(2) that the report be otherwise noted. 

ENVIRONMENTAL HEALTH OPERATIONAL PLAN 2005106 

6.  With reference to paragraph 6 of the Minute of the meeting of this Sub-Committee held on 
24 February 2004, there was submitted a report dated 22 February 2005 by the Director of Planning 
and Environment (1) advising that the Health and Safety Commission (HSC) monitors the 
performance and activities of Local Authorities in respect of Health and Safety enforcement, and of 
the Commission’s powers, in terms of Section 18 of the Health and Safety at Work Act Etc 1974, to 
issue mandatory guidance to Local Authorities; (2 )  reporting that an Operational Plan had been 
prepared which details the proposed service priorities and targets and demonstrates compliance with 
the service planning element of the revised Section 18 guidance; (3) indicating that the Operational 
Plan will be reviewed throughout the year and will require approval on an annual basis by the Council, 
and (4) advising that a copy of the Operational Plan for 2005106 has been placed in the Members’ 
Library for information. 

Decided: 

(1) that the Environmental Health Operational Plan 2005/2006 be approved, and 

(2 )  that it be noted that the Environmental Health Occupational Plan will be reviewed and be 
submitted for approval to the Council on an annual basis. 

FOOD SAFETY SERVICE PLAN 2005/06 

7. With reference to paragraph 7 of the Minute of the meeting of this Sub-Committee held on 10 August 
2004, there was submitted a report dated 22 February 2005 by the Director of Planning and 
Environment seeking approval of the 2005/06 Food Safety Service Plan and advising (1) of the Food 
Standards Agency’s responsibilities for various key food related issues; (2) the requirement for each 
Local Authority to produce an annual food safety service plan, and (3) of the criteria required by the 
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Agency, that the Food Safety Service Plan follow a specified timetable including:- (a) information 
about services which are provided; (b) the means by which these services are provided; (c) how 
relevant performance targets of standards are met, and (d) the need for continuous review in order to 
address any deficiencies in the Service Plan. 

Decided: 

(1) that the Food Safety Service Plan be approved, and 

(2) that the report be otherwise noted. 

PEST CONTROL SERVICE CHARTERMARK AWARD 

8. There was submitted a report dated 22 February 2005 by the Director of Planning and Environment 
(1) advising (a) of the achievement of the Pest Control Service in gaining Chartermark accreditation in 
recognition of excellence in customer service, and (b) that Chartermark was the Government‘s 
National Standard for Excellence in Customer Service and is a registered certification mark issued by 
the Cabinet Office, and (2) providing details of efforts made by employees to achieve this award. 

Decided: 

(1) that congratulations be extended to those involved in delivering the Pest Control service and 
in the attainment of the Chartermark award, and 

(2) that the report be otherwise noted. 

POLLUTION CONTROL OPERATIONAL PLAN 

9. There was submitted a report dated 22 February 2005 by the Director of Planning and Environment 
(1) seeking approval of the Pollution Control Operational Plan; (2) advising (a) that the Pollution 
Control service exercise the Council’s statutory duties in relation to contaminated land, waste 
management strategy, air quality noise control and general pollution duties; (b) that the Pollution 
Control Operational Plan contributed to the objectives of the Council’s Corporate Plan, and (c) that a 
copy of the Operational Plan has been deposited in the Members’ Library for information, and (3) 
providing a summary of the Plan thereon. 

Decided: 

(1) that the Pollution Control Operational Plan 2005/2006 be approved, and 

(2) that the report be otherwise noted. 

SCAM AWARENESS MONTH - FEBRUARY 2005 

10. There was submitted a report (docketed) dated 2 February 2005 by the Director of Planning and 
Environment (1) advising of North Lanarkshire Council initiatives in support of Scam Awareness 
month, organised by the Office of Fair Trading (OFT); (2) setting out the background relative thereto, 
and (3) detailing the operational aspects of the initiatives. 
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Decided: 

(1) that the Director of Planning and Environment provide members with details of the SCAM 
Awareness freephone helpline, and 

(2) that the report be otherwise noted. 

TRADING STANDARDS SERVICE DELIVERY PLAN 200512006 

11. With reference to paragraph 1 of the Minute of meeting of this Sub-Committee held on 4 May 2004, 
there was submitted a report dated 22 February 2005 by the Director of Planning and Environment 
seeking approval of the Trading Standards Service Delivery Plan in accordance with the national 
performance framework, and advising (1) of the background to the requirement for a Trading 
Standards Delivery Plan and the performance monitoring framework, and (2) that the aim of the 
framework is to (a) provide clear priorities and core standards for a modern Trading Standards 
Service; (b) support the role of Trading Standards in the community; (c) improve performance of 
Trading Standards by developing a system of measurement and the sharing of good practice, and (d) 
facilitate a more coherent and consistent approach to enforcement and service delivery incorporating 
a Service Delivery Plan as one of the main elements. 

Decided: 

(1) that the Trading Standards Service Delivery Plan and Operations Plan, be approved, and 

(2) that the report be otherwise noted 

CHRISTMAS FOOD WATCH CAMPAIGN 2004 

12. With reference to paragraph 4 of the Minute of meeting of this Sub-Committee held on 24 February 
2004, there was submitted a report dated 22 February 2005 by the Director of Planning and 
Environment advising (1) of the Food Hygiene Initiative recently undertaken by the Food Safety 
Service of his Department; (2) of the benefits of the Christmas Food Safety Watch Campaign; (3) that 
the purpose of these visits was to look for evidence of (a) poor personal hygiene practices; (b) cross 
contamination; (c) poor general cleanliness; (d) unsatisfactory temperature control of high risk food 
stuffs, and (e) serious structural disrepair of properties, and (4) that the outcome of the initiative found 
that the standard of food hygiene practice observed within food businesses was generally satisfactory. 

Decided: 

(1) that the Food Safety Service continue to conduct similar exercises in the future, and 

(2) that the report be otherwise noted 
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