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Purpose of Report 

The purpose of this report is to advise Members of the issue by the Scottish Executive of 
Scottish Planning Policy 20 concerning the role of a new body Architecture and Design 
Scotland (A&DS) . 

Background 

Since 2001 the Executive has published a series of policy statements and advice on urban 
design, including 'Designing Places' in 2001. The Executive considered 'Designing Places' to 
be the starting point for a series of actions and initiatives which support the thrust of raising 
design awareness. A framework for urban design that interprets 'Designing Places' is currently 
being prepared. Entitled 'Designing North Lanarkshire', it is proposed to present this document 
to Committee for approval later this year. 

Sustai na bil ity Implications 

In its Policy Statement for Scotland 'Designing Places' the Scottish Executive links design to 
sustainability as follows: 
"The most successful places, the ones that flourish socially and economically, tend to have 
certain qualities in common. First they have a distinct identity. Second, their spaces are safe 
and pleasant. Third, they are easy to move around, especially on foot. Fourth, visitors feel a 
sense of welcome. ..... Places that are successful in the long term, and which contribute to the 
wider quality of life, will prove to make good use of scarce resources. They are sustainable. 

Scottish Planning Policy 20 

The principle purpose of SPP20 is to announce the establishment of Architecture and 
Design Scotland (A&DS) to take responsibility for design matters and replace the Royal fine 
Art Commission for Scotland. The responsibilities ,of A&DS include reviewing design of 
projects, offering advice and advocacy and research with the objective of achieving 
improvements in the design and quality of all development.. In parallel with the role of 
A&DS the executive has established a Planning Development Budget comprising 
f2.25million over the period 2005/6 to 2007/8 to modernise and reform the planning 
system. It is envisaged that one use of these funds will be to address skills and training 
needs, such as urban design skills, in local authority planning departments 
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Corporate Considerations 

Responsibility for raising the quality of design does not lie solely with the Planning system. 
Other departments of the Council with responsibility for commissioning and designing 
buildings require to operate within this policy context. Staff from these other departments 
are already involved in workshops, task and focus groups that are leading towards the 
production of 'Designing North Lanarkshire'. 

Recommendation 

It is recommended that Committee notes the content of this report. 

David M. Porch 
DIRECTOR OF PLANNING AND ENVIRONMENT 

(24 March 2005) 

Local Government Access to Information Act: for further information about this report, please contact 
Craig Lindsay on 01236 616458. 

Background Papers: 

Scottish Planning Policy 20:Role of Architecture and Design Scotland, February 2005 
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