
NORTH LANARKSHIRE COUNCIL 
r r h  

To: PLANNING AND ENVIRONMENT COMMITTEE 

From: DIRECTOR OF PLANNING AND ENVIRONMENT 

Subject: 

ROAD SAFETY IN NORTH LANARKSHIRE 
DURING 2004 

Date: 13 April 2005 I Ref: D/TT/71/05 I 
Purpose of Report 

1. This is the latest of the regular reports on road safety in North Lanarkshire as requested by 
Committee on 9 April 1997. The report is based on the statistics, for the period January 2004 to 
December 2004, on road accidents within the Strathclyde Police area published recently by 
Strathclyde Police. It comments on the information relating to road accidents that occurred within 
the boundaries of North Lanarkshire and the casualties arising from these accidents. In the 
following paragraphs, the figures in brackets are the figures for the corresponding period of 2003. 

Number of Accidents 

2. In North Lanarkshire during 2004, there were 1 1 (1 5) fatal accidents. This represents a decrease of 
26.7% on the corresponding period of the previous year. Meanwhile over the Strathclyde Police 
area, there were 101 (105) fatal accidents, which represents a decrease of 3.8% compared with 2003. 

3. 95 (1 13) serious accidents occurred in North Lanarkshire 2003. This is a reduction of 15.9% 
compared with the previous year. Over the Strathclyde Police area, there were 904 (1075) serious 
accidents, which is a decrease of 15.9%. 

4. During this period 665(664) slight accidents were recorded in 2003 - an increase of 0.2%. In the 
Strathclyde Police area, there were 51 17 (5022) slight accidents - an increase of 1.9%. 

5. The number of non-injury accidents recorded during this period was 1755 (1731) which is an 
increase of 1.4% compared with 2003. In the Strathclyde Police area, the corresponding figures 
were 14070 (13635), which is an increase of 3.2%. 

Number of Casualties 

6. The total number of casualties resulting from road accidents in North Lanarkshire during this period 
amounted to 1088(11 lO), which is a decrease of 2.0%, compared with 2003. There were 
8 112(8330) casualties in the Strathclyde Police area - a decrease of 2.6%. 

Comment/ 



Comment 

6. The attached graph gives some sense of proportion to the figures. .. 
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7. The cost to the community in North Lanarkshire of the accidents occurring during 2004 was in 
excess of &40 million. 

8. The 2% reduction in road casualties recorded in North Lanarkshire during 2004 follows on from the 
18.4% reduction achieved in casualties in 2002. Following the re-launch of the Twenty's Plenty 
project, the expansion of the road safety camera network in North Lanarkshire and the introduction 
of pilots for mandatory 20 mph speed limits in residential areas and variable speed limits at schools 
along with the appointment of the school travel co-ordinator we would hope that the reduction in 
casualties achieved during 2004 will be built upon in forthcoming years. 

9. As previously reported the Council has already achieved the targets set by the Scottish Executive, 
for 2010, for reductions in both fatal and serious casualties and child fatal and serious casualties. 
However, the Council is not complacent and realises that there is still much work to be done in this 
area. 

Recommendations 

10. Committee is asked to note: 

(a) 

(b) 
(c) 
(d) 

the welcome reduction in the number of fatal and serious accidents in North Lanarkshire in 
2004; 
the overall reduction in road casualties during 2004; 
the estimated cost to the community of these accidents was in excess of E40 million and 
the Council has already achieved the reductions in fatal and serious casualties required by 

David M. Porch 
DIRECTOR OF PLANNING AND ENVIRONMENT 09 March 2005 

For firther information please contact Robert McCrum on 0 1236 6 16254. 


