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Introduction 

At its meeting on 20 November 1997, the Policy and Resources (Community Development) Sub- 
Committee approved the timetable of meetings for the calendar year 1997. In accordance with the 
approved timetable, meetings of the General Purposes (Licensing) Sub-Committee were to commence at 
10 am. 

Current Position 

Following a recent Court of Session decision involving Renfi-ewshire Council, the General Purposes 
(Licensing) Sub-Committee, at its meeting on 4 September 1997, amended its procedures in respect of 
the consideration of spent convictions in terms of the Rehabilitation of Offenders Act 1994 

Since that date, whenever they are advised at a meeting that there are spent convictions, the Sub- 
Committee, prior to holding the hearing, initially make an enquiry as to the age and general nature of 
the convictions. The Police then provide, in broad terms, such information and, on that information 
being made available, the applicant is given the opportunity to make a response and, if necessary, to 
object to the details of the spent convictions being disclosed. After these stages have been completed 
the Sub-Committee make a final determination as to whether details of the spent convictions should be 
disclosed and ,thereafter, continue with the hearing. 

Proposal 

In view of the additional time now being taken at hearings to deal with spent convictions, it was 
considered, following consultation with the Convener, that the meetings of the Sub-Committee 
should start earlier than 10 am. 

Recommendation 

It is recommended that, with immediate effect, all regular meetings of the General Purposes (Licensing) 
Sub-Committee commence at 9.30 am. 
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