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Purpose 

This report seeks homologation of the Council’s response to consultation from the Scottish 
Parliament Public Petitions Committee on a statutory requirement to employ home safety officers. 

Background 

The Public Petitions Committee of the Scottish Parliament at its meeting on 15 September 2004 
heard a petition on behalf of the Scottish Accident Prevention Council which called on the Parliament 
to urge the Scottish Executive to place a statutory requirement on all local authorities to eqptoy 
home safety officers and to provide the necessary funding. 

MSPs on the Committee were supportive of the local authority role in home safety, and decided to 
seek the views of COSLA and the Scottish Executive Health Department before progressing further 
with the petition. At a subsequent meeting, members of the Committee expressed their 
disappointment with the response from COSLA and it was decided to seek the individual views of all 
local authorities. 

Considerations 

The Council’s Trading Standards Service has a Home Safety Team that employs two full time home 
safety officers. North Lanarkshire Council is one of the few Scottish Local Authorities to employ staff 
dedicated to the provision of a home safety service. The remit of the service is to promote safety in 
the home via community education to vulnerable groups such as mothers with young children and 
elderly groups, and to conduct home safety audits to advise householders of potential hazards within 
their own home. The work of the home safety team addresses a number of priorities contained in 
both the Corporate and Community plans. 

The response to the Public Petitions Committee supports the call for the home safety function to be 
made a statutory requirement for all Councils, and for adequate funding to be provided by the 
Scottish Executive. This would enable each local authority to provide a level of service, often in 
partnership with other organisations, that it feels appropriate to meet the needs and circumstances 
of its area. It is considered that such an approach would overcome the concerns expressed by 
COSLA over the ability of Councils to determine their own staffing policy. 

A copy of the Council’s response to the Public Petitions Committee is attached to this report. The 
closing date for the consultation was 4 May 2005 and therefore this report seeks homologation of the 
response. 

Corporate Considerations 

The recommendations in this report are consistent with policy and there are no personnel, legal, 
financial or property implications in the report. 
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5.0 Recommendations 

5.1 The Committee are asked to approve by homologation the Council’s response to the Public Petitions 
Committee of the Scottish Parliament. 

5.3 That the contents of the report are otherwise noted. 

David M. Porch 
DIRECTOR OF PLANNING AND ENVIRONMENT 

For further information please contact David Roderick, Trading Standards Manager on 01236 61 641 5. 
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Contact: D. Roderick 
Tel: 01236616415 
Fax: 01 236 61 8099 
E-mail: RoderickD@northlan.gov.uk 
Date: 27‘h April 2005 
Our Ref: N/DR/ 
Your Ref: 

Richard Hough 
Public Petitions Committee 
The Scottish Parliament 
Edinburgh 
EH99 1SP 

Planning & Environment 
David M Porch, Director 
Protective Services 
Fleming House, 2 Tryst Roz 
Cumbernauld G67 1 JW 
www.northlan.gov.uk 

Dear Sir. 

HOME SAFETY OFFICERS (PE758) 

The Council is grateful to the Public Petitions Committee for this opportunity to comment on petition PE758 
by Jim Black of the Scottish Accident Prevention Council, calling on the Scottish Parliament to urge the 
Scottish Executive to place a statutory requirement on all local authorities to employ home safety officers 
and to provide the necessary funding to achieve that. 

North Lanarkshire Council operates a Home Safety Team that is staffed by two full time Home Safety 
Officers. Its work is seen as complementary to the Council’s statutory role in relation to Product Safety and 
the team is an important part of the Trading Standards Service. The Planning & Environment (Protectiue 
Services) Sub-Committee approved the Council’s Home Safety policy in 2002, and this has been reviewed 
and submitted to the Committee in May this year. 

The remit of the Home Safety team is to promote safety in the home and garden by a mixture of community 
education initiatives and home safety audits. Education is undertaken through presentations, for example, to 
mother and toddler groups, school children and other vulnerable groups such as the elderly. These are 
delivered through a number of mediums and often involve working with partner organisations such as the 
Fire Service, Police, and Road Safety officers. 

To supplement the Community Safety Education role the Home Safety Officers conduct home safety audits 
within North Lanarkshire homes. Householders are informed of any potential hazards within their own home 
setting and advised of how to negate or lessen the risk of harm. Some basic checks on the in-house 
electrical supply are also carried out. Referrals are made to appropriate partner agencies to provide further 
advice or assistance. 

In homes that have pre-school age children the service can offer, normally via the Council’s Safer Homes 
referrals, free child safety equipment. The equipment ranges from electrical socket safety covers and 
cupboard catches to stair gates, fireguards and other child safety equipment. 

Home safety initiatives are usually project based and form part of the Trading Standards service deliv6ry 
plan that is approved by Committee each year. Such projects help to deliver on a number of themes 
contained in the Council’s corporate priorities, in addition to providing a positive public relations role. 

We note that the petition urges Parliament to have a statutory requirement placed on all Councils to employ 
home safety officers. Our preference would be that this seeks to place a statutory duty on local authorities to 
carry out the Home Safety function, rather than create a statutory appointment of a home safety officer along 
similar lines to the Chief Inspector of Weights & Measures. 

’ :  
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A statutory duty to perform the home safety function would enable Councils to determine how best to 
provide this service, for example in collaboration with other organisations as part of the Community Safety 
partnership. This could be achieved by requiring Councils to coordinate the role in the same way as 
Community Planning for example. By creating a statutory duty, this would require Councils to give sufficient 
prominence to home safety as is envisaged by the petitioners, and this approach would also address the 
concerns expressed by COSLA in its response to the Committee. We would also support the call for the 
Scottish Executive to provide adequate funds to Councils to achieve the aim of providing an appropriate 
home safety service. 

We would also suggest that as part of the statutory duty, Councils should be required to report on a regular 
basis to the Executive on its role in carrying out the duty. We envisage this could be arranged on a similar 
basis as the duty under the Protection of Children from Tobacco Act 1991, which requires Councils to 
consider their policy on a regular basis and report activities under the Act to the Health Department. 
Authorities would be free to determine their home safety policy and level of activities in accordance with local 
needs and priorities, and in addition this would enable a level of auditing and monitoring to be carried out to 
ensure that residents were receiving an adequate level of service in line with the statutory requirement. 

I hope the Committee find these comments helpful, and please contact me should you require further 
information. 

Yours faithfully, 

David Roderick 
Trading Standards Manager 
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