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Purpose of Report 

The purpose of this report is to inform Committee of the proposals to meet the Scottish 
Executive’s requirements for the submission of an updated Local Transport Strategy (LTS) 
document. 

Background 

Committee will be aware that North Lanarkshire Council’s current local transport strategy 
document is entitled “Delivering in Partnership: A Transport Strategy for North Lanarkshire”. 
This document, which was approved in the spring of 2001, covered the period 2001/02 to 
2003/04. It set out the council’s vision for transport development over this period, and beyond, 
highlighting how transport contributes to longer-term goals and detailing how it impacted on our 
work with other bodies. The document took into account views expressed by community groups 
and other road users. 

The Scottish Executive has recently published guidance to local authorities on the development 
of updated local transport strategies. This guidance replaces the guidance issued in February 
2000 and supersedes the draft document circulated in October 2003. The new guidance also 
touches on the role of road traffic reduction in local transport strategies. However, the Scottish 
Executive are still in the final stages of the development of new road traffic reduction guidance, 
and will issue it in due course. 

Considerations 

The Scottish Executive anticipate that local transport strategies would take 12-1 8 months to 
update. The new strategy has to detail how we intend to deliver on national objectives at a local 
level, and provide an action plan for meeting local challenges and objectives. 

The department has started to re-examine the current local transport strategy document, to 
initially update the background/ base data. 

This update to the strategy document will have to take account of a wide range of matters such 
as, the emerging National Transport Strategy, the new Regional Transport Strategy, our new 
casualty reduction targets, the need to consider emerging road traffic reduction requirements, 
the Disability Discrimination Act, sustainability issues, and the impact upon and inter-action with 
numerous other related policies and initiatives. It is, therefore, anticipated that the revised local 
transport strategy document will not be completed until mid-2006. 
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3.4 The production of a local transport strategy allows the Council to continue the process of 
participation and consultation with other service providers, user groups and the wider 
community. In addition, the Strategy is necessary to support funding applications to the 
Scottish Executive for transport projects. 

4. Corporate Considerations 

4.1 The production of the local transport strategy will place a considerable burden on staff 
resources covering the disciplines of the Planning and Environment Department and wider 
Council services. The need to consider local impacts of the National and Regional strategies 
will be of great importance. 

4.2 The preparation of the local transport strategy will involve a number of consultation exercises, 
with external agencies and other council departments in order to ensure that the various 
interests are discussed and accommodated, wherever practical. 

4.3 Provision has been made within the Department’s Capital programme for the preparation and 
publication of the local transport strategy document. 

5. Sustainability Implications 

5.1 An underpinning aim of the local transport strategy will be to promote and deliver sustainable 
transport options. 

I .  

6. Recommendations 

6.1 Committee are asked to: 

(i) note the contents of this report; 

(ii) note that Committee will be updated in respect of the development of the revised local 
transport strategy, as required. 

David M. Porch 
DIRECTOR OF PLANNING AND ENVIRONMENT 

25 April 2005 

Local Government Access to Information Act: for further information about this report, please contact 
David McDove, on 01 236-61 6256 
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