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Purpose of Report 

The purpose of this report is to advise Members of the publication of Scottish Planning Policy 
(SPP) 15 - Planning for Rural Development. 

Sustainability Implications 

The SPP is stated by the Scottish Executive to be complementary to the underlying core 
principles in SPPl  The Planning System which are sustainable development, economic 
competitiveness, social justice, environmental quality and design.. It has also been 
prepared in the context of the National Planning Framework which includes a spatial 
perspective for rural Scotland that emphasises the importance of economic diversification 
and environmental stewardship. 

Background 

In 2003 the Scottish Executive published a research report that evaluated NPPG15 Rural 
Development which was issued in 1999. The research report I f .  , . identified broad support for a 
national planning policy focusing on sustainable rural development. It laid particular emphasis 
on the need for a more aspirational planning vision for rural Scotland." (SPP15, para 1) The 
SPP is stated to encourage a more supportive attitude towards 'appropriate' development whilst 
acknowledging and valuing the enormous diversity of rural Scotland. Advice on how to achieve 
this is contained in Planning Advice Notes 72 'Housing in the Countryside' and 73 'Rural 
Diversification' published jointly with SPPl5. 

Policies in SPPIS 

The Council's observations on a draft of SPP15 were agreed on 31 March 2004. The most 
significant observation was that, although the draft SPP was written to address rural issues, 
there was no clear definition of rural areas or distinction between rural areas. Using the criteria 
of settlements less that 3000 in addition to the links between rural areas, small towns and urban 
settlements, 64% of North Lanarkshire Council's settlements were to be subject to the same 
policy position as the remoter rural areas of Northern Scotland. The small urban settlements to 
the hinterland of North Lanarkshire were not specifically addressed and there was an 
inconsistency of approach to the Greenbelt. Furthermore the document was vague and lacking 
in detail. 
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4.2 

4.3 

4.4 

Many of these issues are clarified in the final SPP and accompanying PAN'S. PAN 73 contains 
a 6-fold urbanlrural classification that distinguishes between accessible rural and remote rural. 
Accessible is defined as as those areas that are within a 30 minute drivetime from the centre of 
a town with a population of 10,000 or more. The rural parts of North Lanarkshire fall into this 
accessible rural category. It is also clear from the package of documents that the emphasis of 
the new approach is on areas outwith the Central Belt of Scotland: none of the 21 case studies 
detailed in PAN 73 is in the Glasgow and the Clyde Valley Joint Structure Plan area. The SPP 
also draws several distinctions between accessible rural and remote rural locations: "ln the 
more heavily populated areas there is potential to accommodate some small-scale housing 
development and businesses may be able to diversify further into new activities . . . In the less 
populated areas there should be greater scope for more innovative planning policies. If 

SPP15, paras 10 and 11 

The final SPP also makes clear the relationship between policies for rural development and 
green belt areas: "ln the more accessible and densely populated rural areas most new 
development will continue to be in, or adjacent to, existing sefflements. Green belts will 
continue to presume against most new development and play a key role in maintaining the 
setting and separation of  to-wns and cities. Any proposals to release land for development 
which is currently des ignat4 bs green belt should be part of  a longer term strategic settlement 
policy and set out in the development plan. 'I SPPIS, para 10 

There is a reference in the final SPP to small former mining areas in the central belt in the 
context of ". . environmental improvement and economic stimulation. . .If (SPPI 5, para 30) The 
emphasis in this section is on partnership working with other agencies to achieve regeneration 
and improvements to amenity. 

5. Action Required by North Lanarkshire Council 

5.1 

5.2 

6. 

6.1 

The publication of SPP15 coincides with the Review of the Glasgow and the Clyde Valley Joint 
Structure Plan and also with the preparation of the North Lanarkshire Local Plan. Current 
Structure Plan policy supports building of sustainable communities, enhancement and 
diversification of the rural economy, tackling disadvantage and improvements to accessibility in 
two areas including the Central Scotland Plateau and these aims accord with the revised SPP 
on Rural development. Therefore the new Plan is likely to retain the current policy for Rural 
Investment Areas. It will be for the North Lanarkshire Local Plan to translate the national and 
Structure Plan policies into actions appropriate for North Lanarkshire. 

The advice contained in the three documents, particularly PAN 72 Housing in the Countryside, 
will also be incorporated in 'Designing North Lanarkshire' due to be published later this year. 

Corporate Considerations 

The revitalisation of the rural parts of North Lanarkshire is an objective of the Council and 
its partners through the Community Plan and Changing Gear Economic Strategy. 
Therefore rural land use policies developed through the North Lanarkshire Local Plan will 
contribure to meeting corporate objectives. 
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7. Recommendation 

1. It is recommended that Committee notes the requirements of the recently 
published SPP15: Planning for Rural Development and the means through which 
these will be addressed by North Lanarkshire Council. 

David M. Porch 
DIRECTOR OF PLANNING AND ENVIRONMENT 

Local Government Access to Information Act: for further information about this report, please contact 
Craig Lindsay on 01 236 61 6458. 

Backaround PaDers: 

Scottish Planning Policy 15: Planning for Rural Development, February 2005 
Planning Advice Note 72: Housing in the Countryside, February 2005 
Planning Advice Note 73: Rural Diversification, February 2005 
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