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1. Purpose of Report 

1 .I To provide information to members on the levels of firework injuries for the 2004 season. 

2. Background 

2.1 Each year data is collected for the fireworks injuries survey in Scotland, carried out under t,he-banner 
of the Department of Trade & Industry (DTI) Fireworks Injuries Enquiry for Great Britain. The data 
consist of all injuries caused by fireworks that require treatment in Accident & Emergency 
Departments and Burns/ Plastic Surgery Units in Scotland during a four-week period spanning 
October to November. The latest survey was performed during 9 October to 6 November 2004 
inclusive. 

3. Considerations 

3.1 The main results and findings from the survey are as follows 

0 the number of people injured in Scotland was 67, a decrease of 6% from the previous year’s figure 
of 71 
the proportion of fireworks injuries occurring among under-16s has remained the same at 45% 
after falling steadily up to 2003. The proportion of fireworks injuries attributable to the over 20 age 
group displays a slight increase over 2003 from 35% to 39% although the actual number of 
persons injured remains the same. 
in recent years casual incidents in the street formed the major risk of injury but in 2004, family / 
private parties accounted for the most injuries. 
30% attending A&E departments with fireworks injuries required no further treatment withi’aiound 
34% of patients injured requiring follow-up at an outpatient clinic 
once again rockets were responsible for the most injuries. 
eye, head and hand injuries form the bulk of injuries with hand injuries the most common 
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3.2 The Lanarkshire NHS Board treated ten patients, an increase from six the previous year. Injuries 
occurred from incidents in both the street and private parties, with five of them involving rockets. Of 
the injured persons 8 were males and 2 females, with five aged over 21, one aged 16-20, two aged 
13-1 5, and two aged under 13. Seven of the injuries were to the hand, with three requiring further 
treatment at an outpatient department. 

These figures relate to the first full firework season following the implementation of new measures 
arising from the Fireworks Act 2003 aimed at curbing the irresponsible and anti-social use of 
fireworks. They follow a significant decrease in injuries from the previous year. 

3.3 

4. Corporate Considerations 

4.1 The recommendations to the committee are consistent with policy, and there are no personnel, 
financial or property implications in the report. 
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5. Recommendations 

5.1 The committee is asked to note the contents of this report. 

David M. Porch ' DIRECTOR OF PLANNING AND ENVIRONMENT 

For further information please contact David Roderick, Trading Standards Manager on 01236 61641 5. 
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