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Coatbridge 
ML5 IDE 

Installation of 14.7 Metre High Telecommunications Streetworks 
Monopole and Associated Ground Based Equipment Cabinets 

Site to the West of Avonhead Gardens, Condorrat, Cumbernauld 

63: Condorrat North & Westfield Councillor Balwant Singh Chadha 

2741 75 673407 

N/05/00513/FUL 

No relevant planning history on this site. 
An application for a 15 metre high telecommunications monopole for 
0 2  by a substation on the east side of Condorrat Ring Road 110 
metres further north, was granted consent on 1 3th April 2005. 

The site is zoned within a residential area in the Cumbernauld Local 
Plan 1993. Policy HG4 applies and seeks to protect residential 
amenity. 

No 

Seven Representation Letters 

Not Required 

1. That the development hereby permitted shall be started within five years of the date of this 
permission. 

To accord with the provisions of the Town and Country Planning (Scotland) Act 1997. 

That the telecommunications monopole and attached equipment hereby approved shall be finished 
in galvanised grey metal, and the associated ground cabinets in a dark green colour. 

Reason: 

2. 

Reason: In order to minimise the visual impact of the development 





3. That there shall be no cutting into the slope of the adjacent embankment without the prior 
submission to and written approval by the Planning Authority, of a detailed scheme for any works 
affecting the embankment. 

Reason: In the interests of visual amenity and conservation. 

4. That in the event that the .equipment becomes redundant it must be wholly removed and the site 
reinstated to the satisfaction of the Planning Authority within one month of the equipment becoming 
redundant. 

Reason: To ensure the reinstatement of the site to a satisfactory condition, in the interests of visual 
amenity. 

Background Papers: 

National Planning Policy Guideline NPPGI 9 Radio Telecommunications, 2001 
Planning Advice Note PAN 62 Radio Telecommunications, 2001 
Cumbernauld Local Plan, 1993 

Memo from NLC Community Services Department, received 20th April 2005 
Letter from M Reilly, 5 Avonhead Gardens, Condorrat, Cumbernauld, G67 4SL, received fjth April 2005. 
Letter from Ross McLeish, 2 Avonhead Gardens, Condorrat, Cumbernauld, received 28'h March 2005. 
Letter from Mrs M Elkirk, 7 Avonhead Gardens, Condarrat, G67 4SL, received 1 3th April 2005 
Letter from Julia Boles, 3 Avonhead Gardens, Condorrat, Cumbernauld, G67 4SL, received 1 8'h April 
2005. 
Letter from Councillor Gerard McElroy J.P., P.O. Box 14, Civic Centre, Motherwell, MLI I T W ,  received 
1 8th April 2005. 
Letter from Condorrat Community Council, 5 Gainburn Crescent, Condorrat, Cumbernauld, G67 4QN, 
received 27'h April 2005. 
Letter from Cathie Craigie MSP, 6 Market Square, Kilsyth, Cumbernauld, received 28'h April 2005. 

Any person wishing to inspect these documents should contact Richard Cartwright at 01236 61 6474. 



APPLICATION NO. N/05/00513/FUL 

REPORT 

1. 

1 *I 

1.2 

2. 

2.1 

2.2 

3. 

3.1 

3.2 

3.3 

Description of Site and Proposal 

The application site is a grass verge on the inner side of the Condorrat Ring Road, just south of 
its junction with Glasgow Road and to the west of Avonhead Gardens. Immediately west of the 
site is a 4 metre high embankment with 8-9 metre high trees on top, with open playing field land 
beyond. The nearest housing is situated 60 metres to the east (Avonhead Gardens), 75 metres 
to the southwest (Lomond Court) and I10  metres to the northwest (Morar Drive). The nearest 
primary schools are Baird Memorial Primary School (240 Metres to the souteast), Condorrat 
Primary School (330 metres to the west) and St Helens R.C. Primary School (500 metres to the 
southwest). Three secondary schools lie between 550 and 950 metres away. 

It is proposed to erect a 14.7 metres high telecommunication monopole for T-Mobile, 
incorporating a single dish and 3 antennas within a shroud at the top of the pole. Free standing 
equipment and meter cabins would be situated alongside the pole, just to the north of a bus stop 
and footbridge over the ring road. 

Development Plan 

The site is zoned within a residential area in the Cumbernauld Local Plan 1993, for which Policy 
HG4 applies and seeks to protect residential amenity. 

It should be noted that there is no specific telecommunications policy in the Cumbernauld Local 
Plan. 

Consultation and Representations 

North Lanarkshire Council Community Services Department note that only the top 3 metres of the 
proposed monopole will be seen above the skyline of the treed embankment, when approaching 
the Ring Road from Glasgow Road. They state that the embankment should not be affected by 
works and make recommendations for the colour finish of the equipment, all of which can be 
covered by planning conditions. 

My Transportation Section have made no objection to the proposal. 

Objections to the proposed development have been received from Councillor McElroy, Condorrat 
Community Council, four residents of Avonhead Gardens and Cathie Craigie MSP in support of 
the residents. I set out below the points made in these letters, together with my comments. 

Visual and Locational Issues: 

0 

e 

The mast will be visually intrusive. 
The mast will be seen from No 3 Avonhead Garden’s windows. 
The site is too close to homes including in Avonhead Gardens and Achray Road (in fact 60 
metres from the nearest house in Avonhead Gardens and 340 metres from Achray Road). 
It would be close to the three primary and also secondary schools. 
There is already a mast at playing fields off Lomond Gardens (150 metres to the southwest) 
and another approved (1 15 metres) further north alongside the Ring Road and three masts in 
one area is too many. 
Open countryside is a more appropriate location 
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Q 

e 



Comment: The proposed site has been chosen as the best available option to provide 3G 
telecommunications coverage to Condorrat. There is no site available on open land outwith 
Condorrat which would provide the required coverage. The application site is relatively well 
distanced from housing and schools (paragraph 1 .I gives details). The proposed streetworks 
monopole would also be disguised by the embankment with trees immediately to the west, the 
pedestrian footbridge over the ring road to the south and the presence of nearby street lighting 
columns. NPPGl9 states (paragraph 65) that where applicants have properly considered siting 
and design options and minimised any environmental effects, refusal is unlikely to be warranted. 
The applicant has confirmed it would not be possible to put their equipment on the slimline 
monopole by the pavilion north of Lomond Grove, nor on that approved beside the ring road 
further north, without making it a higher and wider structure which I consider would be more 
intrusive than the current application. 

Health: 

0 Concerns are expressed over a possible health threat from the development, including from a 
cluster of masts in one area. 

Comment: The applicant has submitted the required ICNIRP declaration of conformity with the 
guidelines of the EU International Commission on Non-Ionizing Radiation Protection. Scottish 
Executive guidance in NPPG19 Radio Telecommunications states that with this Declaration 
submitted to demonstrate that the known health effects have been properly addressed, Planning 
Authorities should not treat radio frequency emissions as a material consideration in the 
assessment of an application. The existing monopole by Lomond Grove is 150 metres away, the 
approved monopole by the ring road to the north is 110 metres away and as stated above, it is 
considered the current proposal represents the best option to provide the required coverage. 

Other Issues: 

0 

8 

Concern is expressed at possible property devaluation. 
Concern is expressed at possible electrical, e.g. TV interference. 

Comment: The possible effect of a development proposal on property values is not a relevant 
planning matter in the consideration of any planning application. There is no evidence of likely 
electrical interference from this type of telecommunications equipment. 

4. Planning Assessment and Conclusions 

4.1 This application must be assessed firstly against government planning policy and advice as set 
out in National Planning Policy Guideline NPPG19 and Planning Advice Note PAN62, both on 
Radio Telecommunications. Relevant extracts from NPPGI 9 have been referred to in paragraph 
3.3 above, in my comments on points made in third party representation letters on health and 
location issues. The advice of PAN62 on considering options and minimising visual effects has 
also been followed. 

4.2 The only relevant development plan policy for the assessment of this application is Policy Hd4, 
which seeks to protect the amenity of residential areas and which are considered to be followed 
by the current application. 



4.3 In summary, I consider that this application follows the relevant national planning policy and 
advice and meets the requirements of the development plan. The key issues of visual amenity, 
location and health have been assessed in Section 3 above, together with other points raised in 
third party representations. In terms of the two small ground based cabins which would be 
located alongside the monopole, I am satisfied that there would be no significant visual or other 
impact. Members are reminded of the approval given at the April Committee to a similar proposal 
further north on the Condorrat Ring Road, but as stated in my report it would not be possible to 
site share at that site without erecting a larger structure which would be more detrimental that the 
current proposal. In conclusion, I therefore recommend the approval of this application subject to 
appropriate conditions to control appearance and require the removal of the equipment in the 
event of it becoming redundant. 


