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ML5 IDE 

lnstallatlon of a 17.5m High Streetworks Style 
Telecommunlcatlon Mast and Ancillary Development 

Land To The North Of Baldorran Crescent 
Easffleld Road 
Cumbernauld 

56 Balloch W, Blackwood E & Craigmarloch Cllr. B. McCulloch 

274030675358 

N/05/00793/FUL 

No relevant history for this site. 
N.B. Current application follows refusal on 28.2.05 of application 
N/04/01701/FUL for Installation of a 12.5metre telecommunications 
monopole to SE of bus shelter, Glen Fyne Rd, Craigmarloch, which 
is subject to a current appeal. 

Site lies in a residential area in the Cumbernauld Local Plan 1903, 
to which Policy HG 4 applies. 

Contrary to Development Plan: No 

Consultations: NLC Community Services (No objection) 

Representations: Seven Representation Letters and one petition containing 324 
signatures. 

Newspaper Advertisement: Not Required 

Recommendation: 

1. 

Grant Subject to the Followlng Conditions:- 

That the development hereby permitted shall be started within five years of the date of this 
permission 

Reason: To accord with the provisions of the Town and Country Planning (Scotland) Act 1997 





2. That the telecommunications mast shall be coloured grey and the base level cabinets green. 

Reason: To minimise the visual impact of the development on the surrounding area. 

That in the event that the equipment becomes redundant it must be wholly removed and the site 
reinstated within one month of the equipment becoming redundant. 

Reason: To ensure reinstatement of the site to a satisfactory standard, in the interests of visual 
amenity. 

3. 

Background Papers: 

Application form and plans received 1 I th May 2005 

Cum bernauld Local Plan IQ93 
National Planning Policy Guidance NPPGlQ Radio Telecommunications 2001 
Planning Advice Note PAN62 Radio Telecommunications 2001 

Memo from NLC Transportation Section received 6th June 2005 
Memo from NLC Community Services Department received 26th May 2005 

Letter from Mrs Angela Harkins-Noble,87 Baldorran Crescent, Balloch, Cum bernauld, G68 QEX 
received 4th May 2005. 
Letter from Sylvia R Stewart,77 Baldorran Crescent, Balloch, Cumbernauld, G68 9EX received 24th 
May 2005. 
Letter from Lynn & Colin Waters,43 Raith Drive, Blackwood, Cumbernauld, G68 QPE received 26th May 
2005. 
Letter from John & Bernadette Hutchison,Q5 Baldorran Crescent, Cumbernauld, G68 QEX received 26th 
May 2005. 
Letter from Ken GrantSecretary, Balioch Eastfield Community Council, 102 Grampian Way, Balloch, 
Cumbernauld, G68 9JZ received 7th June 2005. 
Letter from Douglas Cardle,83 Baldorran Crescent, Balloch, Cumbernauld, G68 QEX received 28th April 
2005. 
Letter from Cathie Craigie MSP, Member For Cumbernauld 8, Kilsyth, 6 Market Square, Kilsyth, G65 
OM received 7th June 2005, and petition with 324 signatures. 

Any person wishing to inspect these documents should contact Mr Richard Cartwright at 01236 616474. 



APPLICATION NO. N1051007931FUL 

REPORT 

1. 

1.1 

1.2 

1.3 

2. 

2.1 

3. 

3.1 

3.2 

3.3 

Description of Site and Prooosal 

This application seeks consent for a 17.5 metre high streetworks style telecommunications mast 
on the existing grass verge adjacent to the bus shelter, on the south side of Craigmarloch 
roundabout. The mast would appear similar to a tall street lamp column and be between 220 and 
325mm wide, with a shroud at the top containing slimline antennas. Two small base cabinets 
alongside the mast would house ancillary equipment. 

To the south of the site is an approximately 6 metre high embankment, on top of which are 
mature trees also approximately 6 metres in height. Beyond this lies a residential area with the 
nearest house some 55 metres away. Northwest of the roundabout is Tesco and a public house, 
with housing on the east side of Glen Fyne Road some 185 metres away. To the east side of the 
roundabout and of Eastfield and Balloch Roads lies public open space. 

The application follows the refusal by Committee on 28 February 2005, of an application 
N/04/01791/FUL for a 12.5 metre high telecommunications mast in Glen Fyne Road to the north, 
which is subject to a current appeal. The applicant has confirmed that if the current application is 
granted, the appeal will be withdrawn and, conversely, if the appeal is allowed then the current 
site would not be needed. 

Development Plan 

The site lies within an existing residential area in the Cumbernauld Local Plan 1993, to which 
Policy HG4 on Residential Amenity applies. There is no specific telecommunications policy in the 
local plan. 

Consultations and Reuresentatlons 

North Lanarkshire Council Community Services Department and my Transportation Section were 
consulted on this application and neither has any comment or objection to it. 

Ward Councillor Barry McCulloch has requested a Site Visit and Hearing by the Committee, prior 
to the determination of this application. 

A letter of objection to this proposal has been received from Cathie Craigie MSP, enclosing a 
petition with 324 signatures also opposing the application, on the grounds of the application site 
being too close to houses and seeking a more appropriate location. Balloch Eastfield Community 
Council have also objected on these grounds, also for reasons of visual impact from a 17.5 metre 
high mast and health and safety concerns. Five individual letters of representation from residents 
living to the south of Craigmarloch Roundabout have also been received, raising similar points of 
objection, together with a concern on possible property devaluation. The detailed points of 
objection raised by objectors are summarised below, together with my comments on them. 

Suitability of Site: 

0 

0 

The proposed mast is too close to residential properties. 
The adjacent bus stop is regularly used by nursery and school children. 



Comments: The current application site lies 55 metres away from the nearest house, which lies 
to the south beyond an embankment and area of trees, and which lies at the northern end of an 
extensive residential area. It is relevant to note that for the alternative site subject to an appeal 
(referred to in paragraph 1.3 above), the nearest houses lie 20 metres away to the southwest and 
45 metres away to the northeast, both wlth extensive housing areas beyond. Eastfield Primary 
School is the nearest school to the current application site and is over 800 metres away to the 
southwest. The adjacent bus stop may well be used on a twice daily basis by a number of 
children. However, in terms of the proximity of sensitive land use sites, there appears to be no 
better available site than the currently proposed site. 

Avallabillty of More Appropriate Sites: 

A more suitable location is sought further from housing and a bus stop used by children, e.g. 
to the east of the roundabout. 

Comments: The applicants have provided information on alternative sites considered. Their 
original preference was for a 12.5 metre high streetworks mast adjacent to a bus shelter in Glen 
Fyne Road to the north of the roundabout; an application for this (reference N1041017911FUL) was 
refused at Committee on 28 February 2005 and is the subject of a current appeal. Other options 
considered were at the Tesco Superstore or the Craigmarloch Lodge Public House, both of whom 
would not agree to a mast on their premises, and a site to the immediate east of the roundabout, 
ruled out by difficulty of access and road safety concerns. Land to the southeast of the 
roundabout, alongside the footpath leading to Craighalbert Road was ruled out by the applicants 
due to topography requiring a (lattice) mast higher than 22.5 metres to provide coverage to 
residential areas of Craigmarloch to the north, also difficulties presented by an overhead power 
line and site access. A site on the verge adjacent to Eastfield Road, to the northeast of the 
roundabout, was ruled out by them as being unduly open and visible from a number of residential 
areas (the site would be only 28 metres from the nearest dwelling of the residential area on the 
northwest side of Eastfield Road), a requirement for a mast here to be in excess of 17.5 metres 
and site access constraints. In these overall circumstances, the applicant appears to have 
demonstrated that the best available site option to provide the required coverage to Craigmarloch 
has now been selected. NPPGlO states (paragraph 65) that where applicants have properly. 
considered siting and design options and minimised any environmental effects, that refusal is 
unlikely to be warranted. It is also of significance that, if the current application is approved, then 
the current appeal for a telecommunications mast in Glen Fyne Road, only 20 metres from the 
nearest residential property, will be withdrawn. 

Visual Amenity: 

e Concerns are expressed at the proposed height of the mast. 
The mast would be an eyesore and seen from residential property. 
The mast would be an unsightly structure in a public area. 

Comments: A 17.5 metre high mast is required in this location in order to give the required 
coverage to the residential areas of Craigmarloch to the north. The mast would nevertheless 
appear as an oversize street lamp column of galvanised grey metal and be 325mm wide at the 
base1220mm wide at the top. From northwestern to northeastern directions, only the top part of 
the mast would be seen against a backcloth of a 6 metre high embankment with 6 metre high 
trees on top, however from the southeastern side the mast would be seen prominently on the 
skyline, albeit alongside a bus shelter and street lamp columns. It is recommended that the mast 
be galvanised or grey coloured to minimise its visual impact. The top part of the mast only would 
be seen from some houses at the end of Baldorran Crescent. The base level equipment cabinets 
on the grass verge could be coloured green to minimise their visual impact. 



Health: 

0 Concerns are expressed at possible health and safety implications from the proposed mast, 
with uncertain effects and No.77 Baldorran Crescent at a higher level and therefore closer to 
the top of the mast. 

Comments: The applicant has submitted the required ICNIRP declaration of conformity with the 
guidelines of the EU International Commission on Non-Ionizing Radiation Protection. Scottish 
Executive guidance in NPPGlQ Radio Telecommunications states that with this Declaration 
submitted to demonstrate that the known health effects have been properly addressed, Planning 
Authorities should not treat radio frequency emissions as a material consideration in the 
assessment of a planning application. The additional height of houses in Baldorran Crescent will 
have no bearing on the validity of the ICNIRP certlficate, as it is only an area at the same height 
as the antennas and within 5 metres that would form an exclusion zone. 

Property Values: 

0 The proposed telecommunications mast may reduce the value of surrounding residential 
properties. 

Comments: Any perceived impact on property values is not a material consideration which would 
justify refusal of permission. 

4. Plannim Assessment and Conclusions 

4.1 This application must be assessed firstly against government planning policy and advice as set 
out in National Planning Policy Guideline NPPGlQ and Planning Advice Note PAN62, both on 
Radio Telecommunications. Relevant extracts from NPPGl9 have been referred to in Section 
3.3. above, in my comments on points made in third party representation letters on health and 
location issues. PAN62 lists a series of options for masts, notes that a ground based mast may 
be the best solution and recommends a galvanised or grey finish for masts seen against a sky 
background. 

The only relevant development plan policy for the assessment of this application is Policy HG4 of 
the Cumbernauid Local Plan, which seeks to protect the amenity of residential areas, and which 
is considered to be followed by the current application. 

In summary, it is considered that this application follows the relevant national planning policy and 
advice and meets the requirements of the development plan. The key issues of visual amenity, 
location and health have been assessed In Section 3 above, as they have been raised in third 
party representations. In terms of the ground based cabins and associated structures which 
would be located alongside the mast, I am satisfied that there would be no significant visual or 
other impact. In conclusion, it is recommended that approval be given to this application, subject 
to appropriate conditions to control appearance and require the removal of the equipment in the 
event of it becoming redundant. 

Ward Councillor Barry McCulloch has requested a Site Visit and Hearing by the Planning 
Committee for this application, prior to its determination. 

4.2 

4.3 

4.4 


