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AlRDRlE AREA - 7 June 2005 

Airdrie, 7 June 2005 at 7 pm. 

A Meeting of the AlRDRlE AREA COMMITTEE 

PRESENT 

Councillor Fagan, Convener; Councillors S. Coyle, Logue, J. McGuigan, Morgan, Stocks and Sullivan. 

CHAIR 

Councillor Fagan (Convener) presided. 

IN ATTENDANCE 

The Committee Officer, Department of Administration; Production Services Manager (Area Team Leader), 
Department of Finance; Community Regeneration Manager, Chief Executive's Department; Policy Officer, 
Department of Community Services; Area Housing Manager, Department of Housing and Property Services; 
Senior Planning Officer and Transport Team Leader, Department of Planning and Environment, and Area 
Services Manager, Department of Social Work. 

ALSO IN ATTENDANCE 

Peter Chapman and Tom McFarlane, Airdrie and Villages Community Forum; Inspector Jim Jamieson, 
Strathclyde Police; Alistair Mclntyre, Divisional Commander, Strathclyde Fire Brigade, and Alison Smith, NCH 
North Lanarkshire Young Carers Project. 

APOLOGIES 

Councillors Curley, Devine, Donnelly and Morris. 

YOUNG CARERS PROJECT - PRESENTATION 

The Convener introduced to the meeting Ms. Alison Smith, Development Worker with the NCH North 
Lanarkshire Young Carers Project, Motherwell. Ms. Smith then proceeded to give a brief presentation 
on the work of the Project highlighting (1) the services offered by the Project to young carers under 
the age of 18 who resided in North Lanarkshire whose lives were in some way restricted because of 
the need to take responsibility for a person who was ill, had a disability, was elderly, was experiencing 
mental stress, was affected by substance misuse or had HIV/Aids; (2) the financial support provided 
by the Council for the Project; (3) the links with other relevant agencies to support young carers and, 
in particular, the liaison with the Council's Home Partnership Link Officer, and (4) the aspirations to 
further develop support services for young carers and to raise awareness of their needs. 

Thereon, Ms. Smith answered various questions raised by members of the Committee on issues 
relating to the needs of young carers, and, in particular, in respect of the effect that absence from 
school due to commitment to a dependent would have on any higher school bursary or education 
maintenance allowance that a young carer may have. 

Thereon, the Convener congratulated Ms. Smith on the work of NCH North Lanarkshire Young Carers 
Project on the good work of the Project and thanked her for the presentation. She then left the 
meeting. 

Decided: 

(1) that the presentation be noted, and 
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(2) that the Area Committee, for its interest, request the Director of Education to review the 
Council’s policies on higher school bursaries and education maintenance allowances with a 
view to exempting young carers from the criteria applied to attendance rates. 

MINUTES 

(1) AlRDRlE AREA COMMITTEE 

2. There was submitted the Minute of the meeting of the Airdrie Area Committee held on 12 April 2005. 

Decided: that the Minute be noted. 

(2) SALSBURGH COMMUNITY COUNCIL 

3. There was submitted the Minute of the meeting of Salsburgh Community Council held on 14April 
2005. 

Decided: that the Minute be noted. 

(3) AlRDRlE AND VILLAGES COMMUNITY FORUM 

4. There was submitted the Minute of Airdrie and Villages Community Forum held on 25 April 2005. 

Decided: that the Minute be noted. 

CONSULTATION EVENTS 

5. There was submitted a report dated 11 May 2005 by the Chief Executive (1) informing of consultation 
events on the draft Community Engagement Strategy, draft Anti-social Behaviour Strategy and the 
draft Integrated Children’s Services Plan for North Lanarkshire; (2) detailing the background to the 
development of the three strategies; (3) informing that the consultation process was now underway 
with over 700 summary documents distributed to the voluntary/community sector and the partner 
agencies operating within North Lanarkshire; (4) providing details of events organised that would 
provide details on each of the strategies and would allow individual comments and views, and (5) 
intimating that at the end of the consultation period finalised strategies would be reported to the Policy 
and Resources Committee in September 2005. 

Decided: that the report be noted. 

COUNCIL FOR VOLUNTARY SERVICES - NORTH LANARKSHIRE UPDATE 

6. There was submitted a report (docketed) dated 25 May 2005 by the Chief Executive (1) advising of 
the progress, to date, in taking forward proposals for the merger of the three Councils for Voluntary 
Services (CVS’s) in North Lanarkshire, those being, Community and Voluntary Organisations Council, 
Monklands Association of Voluntary Services (MAVS) and North Lanarkshire North Community 
Voluntary Services; (2) summarising the background, up to date position and reasons for the 
proposed merger; (3) explaining why MAVS has subsequently decided to withdraw from the 
discussion to create the single organisation, and (4) containing his observations on the various 
discussionshegotiations that had taken place, to date. 
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Thereon, the Convener, having advised the Committee that this item of business had been raised at 
the request of the Airdrie and Villages Forum, invited Peter Chapman of the Forum to address the 
issue. Mr. Chapman then introduced Mr. James Keir to speak on behalf of MAVS. Mr. Keir then 
spoke, at length, on the various options considered by MAVS and the reasons why the organisation 
had come to the conclusion that the proposed merger would not be in the best interests of its 
members and may jeopardise the independence of the voluntary sector. 

Thereon the Community Regeneration Manager answered various questions raised by Members of 
the Committee on the development of the proposals to merge the three CVS's. 

Decided: 

(1) 

(2) 

that the report be noted, and 

that the Area Committee, for its interest, requested that the Chief Executive prepare a further 
report on this matter for submission to a future meeting of the Committee. 

ESTATE BASED INITIATIVES 2005-06 

7. There was submitted a report (docketed) dated 3 May 2005 by the Director of Housing and Property 
Services (1) advising that provision in the sum of f27,203 had been made within the 2005106 Housing 
Revenue Account Budget for the implementation of Estate Based Initiative Projects designed to 
upgrade the local environment within the Airdrie and Villages area, and (2) outlining, in the Appendix 
to the report, details of four projects in the areas of Whinhall, Central Airdrie and Glenmavis which had 
been identified by the local Area Housing Office for implementation under the Scheme for 2005106. 

Decided: that the four Estate Based Initiative Projects in Whinhall, Central Airdrie and Glenmavis 
at a total cost of f27,203, as described in the Appendix to the report, be approved. 

SMALL COMMUNITIES PROGRAMME 

8. With reference to paragraph 8 of the Minute of the meeting of this Committee held on 1 February 
2005, there was submitted a report (docketed) dated 7 June 2005 by the Director of Planning and 
Environment (1) detailing in the Appendix to the report the progress made on delivering Small 
Communities Projects in Airdrie with a view to achieving a f60,000 spend in 2005106; (2) advising that 
significant progress had been made in the implementation of the Project in Chapelhall which delivered 
new fencing and footpath improvements to the value of f25,000 in 2004/05, and that, as a result of 
these works, a grant of f20,000 had been secured from the Scottish Biodiversity Fund for further 
planting schemes throughout the village; (3) indicating that his Department were progressing the 
design and details on a range of schemes with a view to further consultation with communities prior to 
their implementation; (4) informing of the appointment of Martin Berkley Environmental Design, to 
carry out the design work for the Projects, and (5) intimating that an increased budget in 2006107 
would allow a greater number of projects to be delivered but that more suggestions and ideas were 
required to develop more projects. 

Decided: that the report be noted. 

NORTH LANARKSHIRE LOCAL PLAN 

9. With reference to paragraph 8 of the Minute of this Committee held on 16 November 2004, the Senior 
Planning Officer, Department of Planning and Environment orally advised the Committee on the 
progress of the development of the North Lanarkshire Local Plan and on work involved in the next 
stage of the process. 

Decided: that the position be noted. 
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REMIT FROM THE ECONOMIC REGENERATION COMMITTEE OF 24 MAY 2005 - AlRDRlE TOWN 
CENTRE ACTION PLAN 

10. With reference to paragraph 16 of the Minute of the meeting of the Economic Regeneration 
Committee held on 24 May 2005, when, inter alia, that Committee, following consideration of a report 
(docketed as relative to the meeting of that Committee) dated 20 April 2005 by the Director of 
Planning and Environment had (1) approved the range of projects and initiatives identified as priorities 
in the Airdrie Town Centre Action Plan as a means for delivering sustainable regeneration; (2) agreed 
that the projects detailed in the Appendix to the report should form the basis of the ongoing priorities 
of the Council in Airdrie Town Centre, and that the monitoring of their progress be the subject of 
reports to future meetings of the Economic Regeneration Committee, and (3) remitted the report to 
this Committee for its information, there was remitted the said report by the Director of Planning and 
Environment. 

Decided: that the report be noted. 

TRAVELLING PEOPLE’S SITE AT FORREST STREET, PLAINS 

11. With reference to paragraph 9 of the Minute of the meeting of this Committee held on 12 April 2005 
when, inter alia, the Committee had noted that improvements to the condition and the security of the 
travelling people’s site at Forrest Street, Plains, were being investigated by the Director of Housing 
and Property Services and that, in the meantime, the site would be retained as a Travelling People 
Site as there was no other alternative for use by travelling people in North Lanarkshire, the Area 
Housing Manager orally advised the Committee that the units which had been damaged by fire were 
now secure and that the utilities on the site had been turned off. 

Decided: 

(1) that the position be noted, and 

(2) that the Area Committee, for its interest and in light of the further concerns expressed on the 
condition and safety of the travelling peoples site at Forrest Street, Plaints, requested the 
Director of Housing and Property Services to take steps to ensure that the damaged units 
were cleared from the site as soon as possible and to report thereon to a future meeting of 
the Committee. 

GOOD NEWS 

12. There was submitted a report (docketed) dated 25 May 2005 by the Director of Community Services 
advising of various good news events and facilities within the Airdrie area. 

Decided: that the report be noted. 

SUMMER BREAKOUT BROCHURE 

13. There were submitted a report dated 25 May 2005 and a booklet entitled ‘Breakout‘ (tabled) by the 
Director of Community Services (1) informing of the publication of a free ‘Breakout‘ guide to summer 
holiday activities; (2) advising that the brochure detailed summer activities for children and young 
people, and (3) intimating that the guide would be available via the Council’s website and publicised 
within the local press. 

Decided: that the report and publication of the brochure be noted. 
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