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Date: 10 August 2004 

Purpose of Report/ Introduction 

Ref:CM/CM 

To advise elected members of the additional funding being made available to Scottish local 
authorities by the Food Standards Agency (FSA) to assist catering businesses with the 
introduction of food safety management procedures. 

Background 

New EU Food Hygiene Regulations, which will apply from January 2006, will require food 
businesses to put into place food safety management procedures (FSMP) based on HACCP 
principles. The FSA has recognised that small businesses (particularly in the catering sector) will 
need assistance to comply with the new legislation. 

Scottish Ministers have provided the FSA in Scotland with E4 million over two years (2004/05 and 
2005/06) to assist catering businesses with the introduction of food safety management 
procedures based on HACCP principles. 

Proposals/ Considerat ions 

The Agency has devised a strategy for the allocation of the funding working with the Society of 
Chief Officers of Environmental Health in Scotland. Most of the funding is being made available 
directly to local authorities. The Agency wrote to Scottish local authorities on 2 July 2004 advising 
of the funding strategy and providing an application form for funding and guidance on the 
application process. 

The FSA food safety management procedures implementation strategy is based on: 

0 business support 

0 guidance 

0 training 

0 monitoring 



The FSAS funding strategy will be based on supporting these four areas during the pre-legislative 
period 2004-2006. It is envisaged that activity will contribute to longer-term aims through the 
development of the infrastructure for training and support. 

3.3 The FSA have advised that the funding allocation is to be based on the following principles: 

0 All parties involved should work towards a shared vision. 

0 Funds will not be sufficient to meet the aspiration of 100% of caterers implementing FSMP 
during the 2-year period of the funding strategy. 

The strategy should encourage diversity of approach and consistency of outcome. 

0 Allocation of funds should support a risk-based approach. 

0 Funding support provided directly to businesses should be channelled through local 
authorities, whether the support is provided by the local authorities or is provided via other 
providers funded by the local authorities. 

0 Objectives for local authorities should account for their direct output during the funding 
period through the provision of support to businesses and not any consequent improvements 
made by those businesses. 

0 A consistent method is required for measuring baseline data and the progress made by 
targeted businesses across all Local authorities. 

0 Evaluation of the FSAS funding strategy should recognise the cost of data recovery and 
should be primarily based on data capture as an integral part of the process. 

0 All interactions with businesses should be positive and emphasise the benefits of improving 
existing systems. In particular, there should be no coercion to participate. 

0 Acknowledging and promoting the role of local authority enforcement services through 
success is fundamental to the funding strategy. 

3.4 The majority of the funding is allocated for use by local authorities and the method of distribution, 
set out in the funding strategy, begins by assigning each Authority a proportion of the total amount 
based on the same formula used to allocate the ‘Pennington’ funding, i.e. 50% based on 
population and 50% based on numbers of food premises. North Lanarkshire Council has been 
allocated f95,252 from the total allocation to Scottish local authorities of f 1.75 million for 2004/05. 
The closing date for submission of applications for funding is 1 September 2004. 

4. Sustainability Implications 

4.1 The recommendations to Committee are consistent with policy and there are no sustainability 
implications . 

5. Financial and Legal Considerations 

5.1 Subject to the approval of a funding application an additional f95,252 would be made available to 
the Council by the FSA during 2004105. It is anticipated that a further funding allocation will be 
available during 2005/06, subject to approval of a further funding application to the Agency at a 
later date. 
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6. Recommendations 

6.1 That members agree that North Lanarkshire Council should submit an application to the Food 
Standards Agency for f95,252 for 2004/05 in order that the Council and any relevant partners can 
assist catering businesses with the introduction of food safety management procedures based on 
HACCP principles. 

6.2 That a further report to be submitted to a future meeting of the committee advising of the 
proposals for spending of this additional funding. 

- 
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frDavid M Porch 
Director of Planning and Environment 

For further information please contact Crawford Morgan on 01 236 61 6203. 
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