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Purpose of Report 

To advise Committee of the report on chewing gum litter prepared by Perth and Kinross Council 
that has been circulated to the Chief Executives of all Scottish local authorities. 

Background 

There is currently uncertainty as to whether chewing gum can be defined as litter. There is no 
definition of litter given within the Environmental Protection Act 1990. 

If the act of dropping chewing gum is seen as a littering offence, then local authorities may then 
have to clean up the gum under terms of the Code of Practice on Litter and Refuse. Under 
present legislation this would prove extremely costly and impracticable. For example, in areas 
zoned for highest priority attention, under the terms of the aforementioned Code of Practice, the 
Council would have to clean up deposited chewing gum within 1 hour. 

The Government’s Parliamentary Office of Science and Technology issued a statement in 
September 2003 regarding chewing gum litter. The report covers such issues as: 

0 Fines for dropping chewing gum 
0 Restricting the sale of chewing gum 
0 Education and awareness campaigns 
0 Clean up of chewing gum 

A copy of this report is available within the Member’s Library. 

Sustainability Implications 

There are no sustainability implications. 

Proposals / Considerations 

On 1 3th May 2004 Perth and Kinross Council wrote to the Chief Executives of all local 
authorities within Scotland. 
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4.2 At a meeting of Perth and Kinross Council's Environment Committee on 21"April 2004, the 
Committee approved a report by the Executive Director (Environment Services) on issues 
relating to chewing gum litter. A copy of the report is available within the Member's Library. 

0 The Committee instructed that the Council Secretary write to CoSLA requesting, that 
CoSLA lobby the Government to: 

0 Clarify that chewing gum is defined as litter, and if not, to amend legislation immediately to 
include chewing gum. 

0 Agree to different criteria and response time within the relevant Code of Practice in order to 
meet acceptable standards of cleanliness in relation to gum. 

0 Consider ways in which the Government can assist local authorities with the costly 
implications of cleaning up chewing gum, including the possible introduction of a levy on 
manufacturers. 

4.3 The issue was raised at a meeting of CoSLA's Environment Sustainability and Community 
Safety Group (7th May 2004). Following discussion it was agreed that Perth and Kinross 
Council circulate the relevant report to the Chief Executive's of all Scottish local authorities 
requesting that a copy of the report be forwarded to the appropriate Committee for information. 

4.4 At a recent consultation exercise meeting organised by Keep Scotland Beautiful to review the 
Code of Practice on Litter and Refuse. The subject of chewing gum was not considered to be 
appropriate to be included within the definition of litter and as such was not discussed in any 
great detail. The event organiser Dougie Neilson has been carrying out similar consultation 
exercises throughout Scotland and his opinion, from the feedback from other areas, is that 
chewing gum should not be included within the definition of litter. 

5. Corporate Considerations 

5.1 The Department of Community Services has been consulted regarding this issue. 

6. Recommendations 

6.1 To note the contents of the report. 

(-!f David M. Porch 
DIRECTOR OF PLANNING AND ENVIRONMENT 
13 July 2004 

Local Government Access to Information Act: for further information about this report, please contact 
Robert Docherty, Senior Environmental Health Officer on 01 236 81 2353. 
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