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Subject: CONSOLIDATION OF THE FOOD 
SAFETY CODES OF PRACTICE 

Purpose of Report/ Introduction 

To advise Members of the key changes resulting from the consolidation of the Codes of Practice 
issued under Section 40 of the Food Safety Act 1990. 

Background 

Section 40 of the Food Safety Act 1990 provides for the issue of Codes of Practice to food 
enforcement authorities concerning the execution and enforcement of the Act and subordinate 
legislation made under it. The Codes set out instructions and criteria to which the Local Authorities 
must have regard to when engaged in the enforcement of food law. They are also intended to 
assist uniformity of enforcement procedures and standards throughout food enforcement 
authorities. 

The Code of Practice updates and consolidates 20 separate Codes of Practice which had been 
previously issued under the Act. The need to consolidate and update the Codes of Practice was 
agreed between the Food Standards Agency and the Local Authorities principally on account of 
the following :-  
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The need to update the previous Codes of Practice in order to reflect changes in legislation 
and best practice. 
In order to try and make the Code of Practice more "user-friendly". 
The need to reflect the wider role of LACORS particularly in regard to issues such as the 
home authority principle 
In order to properly link into the Food Standard Agency's Framework Agreement in order that 
the Code of Practice can be used as criteria for service delivery and against which the 
Agency can audit food authority enforcement work. 

Proposals/ Considerations 

A copy of the Code of Practice and the associated Practical Guidance is available in the Member's 
library. A summary of the principal changes is also included in Appendix 1 of this report. 

Generally the updating and consolidation process is considered to be a positive and necessary 
step which will support and strengthen food safety enforcement and therefore should be largely 
welcomed by all food authorities. There are numerous changes to food safety requirements and 
procedures however Members may wish to take particular note of the following provisions :- 

1 



0 COP Section 1.3.3 - Enforcement within Local Authority-run Premises 

Any breaches in food law that may be detected in Local Authority-run premises should be brought 
to the attention of the Chief Executive. This is a new requirement which requires that any problems 
found in premises such as schools and residential homes during routine food safety inspections 
must now be brought to the attention of the Chief Executive. 
Members may wish to know that preliminary discussions have taken place with officials from the 
Chief Executive's office and a draft proposal is currently under consideration whereby copies of 
routine inspection reports relating to Council owned premises would all be sent to the Chief 
Executive's office. However, a priority system is to be agreed where the Chief Executive would 
receive immediate notification of details of cases where the circumstances are such that the Food 
Safety Service consider that this would be appropriate. Normally these would be emergency 
situations or where there was considered to be a lack of co-operation from other Departments and 
the public was put at risk. 

0 COP Section 1.2.9.1.6 - Service of Emergency Prohibition Notices 

Local Authorities now have the option, as a pilot exercise, of extending the power to serve 
Emergency Prohibition Notices to holders of the Higher Certificate in Food Premises Inspection. 
Emergency Prohibition Notices and associated procedures are provided for emergency situations 
where there is an imminent risk of health. The service of an Emergency Prohibition Notice would 
normally result in the immediate closure of a food premises and clearly this places a considerable 
responsibility on the officer concerned. These powers have previously been exclusively reserved 
for Environmental Health Officers which is a reflection of the importance placed on this statutory 
power. 
There are 3 Technical Assistants currently employed in the Food Safety Service all of whom the 
Council has invested heavily in training in order to assist them in gaining the Higher Certificate in 
Food Premises Inspection amongst other qualifications. The opportunity to add to the number of 
staff permitted to serve Emergency Prohibition Notices is welcomed and will further strengthen the 
Food Safety Service in dealing with any future emergency which may occur. It is therefore 
proposed that all Technical Assistants should be requested to undertake Emergency Prohibition 
procedures. In recognition of the additional responsibility it is proposed that approval is sought to 
re-grade these officers to an appropriate revised salary point and it is intended that this specific 
issue will be the subject of a separate report to the appropriate committee. 

0 COP Section 2.1 - Food Alerts 

The previous Food Hazard Warning system has been replaced with a Food Alert system. This is a 
welcome improvement as it is a more simplified but effective system. Food Alerts are either sent 
for information or action purposes. Food Alerts for action specify the action which Local Authorities 
are expected to take. There is provision however for Food Authorities to discuss alternative 
proposals for action with the Food Standards Agency, if required. 

0 COP Section 3.3.3 - Voluntary Procedures (Closure of Premises) 

Enforcement Officers are now permitted to suggest to the proprietor of a food business the option 
of voluntary closure of the premises in circumstances where there is an imminent risk of injury to 
health. Previously officers were unable to do so and any offer of voluntary closure had to come 
from the owner of the business. The use of this option has to be carefully considered by the officer 
concerned whose first responsibility is public safety. It may be therefore that the officer will decide 
that compulsory closure rather than voluntary closure of the premises is the most appropriate 
option. 

0 COP Section 3.4.7 - Voluntary Procedures (Surrender of Food) 
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