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1. Introduction 

1 . I  This report provides elected members with information on the Department of Trade & Industry 
proposals to implement the EC Directive on General Product Safety and seeks approval for the 
Council's response to the consultation paper. 

2. Background 

2.1 The safety of consumer products in the United Kingdom is controlled mainly by regulations made 
under the Consumer Protection Act 1987. The General Product Safety regulations require that only 
safe products may be put on the market. The safety of a product may be demonstrated by 
compliance with British or European Standards for example. Alternatively a number of products, e.g. 
toys or electrical appliances, are controlled by specific regulations that often require CE marking to 
demonstrate compliance with essential safety requirements. 

2.2 The current General Product Safety regulations were made in 1994 and implemented the 1992 EC 
Directive on general product safety. The Directive was based on and replaced a similar requirement 
in the UK Consumer Protection Act. A new EC Directive was brought into force in 2001and will be 
implemented into UK legislation by these proposed new regulations. The trading standards service 
will be primarily responsible for the enforcement of the regulations. 

3. Considerations 

3.1 The existing legislation already provides for a high level of protection for consumers based on the 
general requirement that products placed on the market must be safe. In the new regulations the 
basic provisions are retained and built upon by the revised Directive to further ensure the safety of a 
consumer product once it is on the market. 

3.2 The main features of the new regulations are: 

i) Coverage is extended to include products used by consumers in the course of a service, and to 
products that are intended for professionals but which have "migrated" to the consumer market. 

ii) Creation of a new class of European standards to help assess whether a product is safe. 
Conformity with voluntary national standards giving effect to such European standards will mean 
a product will presumed to be safe, so far as the risk is covered by the standards. 

iii) Requirement for producers to keep a register of safety complaints 
iv) Requirement for producers and distributors to notify dangerous products to enforcement 

authorities, to say what action they have taken to resolve those risks and to cooperate with the 
enforcement authorities in action to protect consumers. Voluntary action is specifically 
encouraged as an alternative to enforcement. 

v) A new "last resort" power for enforcement authorities to order or coordinate or, if appropriate, to 
organise together with producers and distributors the recall of a product from consumers. 

vi) Requirement for distributors to keep and provide documentation to help trace the origin of 
products in the event of a recall. 

vii) Requirement for enforcement authorities to make information available to consumers about the 
risks to safety posed by particular products including the nature of the risk and the measures 
taken. 
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3.3 The DTI have previously consulted interested organisations on the main policy issues relating to the 
implementation of the Directive. This present consultation document is not seeking views on the 
Directive itself but on the UK government's implementation via these regulations. The document 
includes a response form containing 25 questions seeking the Council's views on a range of mainly 
technical issues such as recall procedures, enforcement officers' powers, offences and penalties. A 
copy of the Council's proposed response has been placed in the Local Government library. 

4. Corporate considerations 

4.1 There are no personnel, legal or financial implications in this report and the recommendations are 
consistent with policy. 

5. Recommend a ti o n s 

5.1 The sub-committee are asked to note the contents of this report concerning the proposed new 
general product safety regulations, and to approve the Council's response to the DTI consultation 
document . 

For further information please contact David Roderick, Trading Standards Manager on 01 236 61 641 5. 


