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In trod uction 

This report provides members with information on the creation of the Local Better Regulation Office. 

Background 

In the Pre-Budget Report published on 5‘h December 2005, the Chancellor announced plans to set 
up the Local Better Regulation Office, a single body overseeing and supporting local authority 
regulatory services within the areas of trading standards and environmental health. This follows on 
from initial plans to set up the Consumer & Trading Standards Agency (CTSA) and builds on the 
work of the Local Authority Better Regulation Group (LABREG), both of which had evolved from the 
Hampton Report on the UK regulatory system. 

Considerations 

Work on establishing the LBRO is being taken forward by the Department of Trade & Industry (DTI) 
in conjunction with HM Treasury and the Cabinet Office’s Better Regulation Unit. A steering group 
has been set up comprising central government departments and local authority representatives, 
and will be working with the devolved administrations in order to consider how LBRO can be most 
effective across the UK. 

LBRO will be a strategic body working with local authorities and national regulators to deliver a risk 
based approach to local authority regulatory services. It will not be a regulator in its own right and 
day to day enforcement will remain at a local level. The aims of the new body are to: 

Ensure a co-ordinated set of national priorities across trading standards and environmental 
health services, with sufficient flexibility for local priorities as well 
Help build best practice in risk based delivery of local services, and co-ordinating support and 
guidance on regulatory enforcement 
Driving a move from inspection to front end advice, aiming to reduce burdens on business, 
thereby delivering Hampton recommendations 
Expand on the success of the Home Authority Principle, establishing a consistent, risk based 
approach to the delivery of trading standards and environmental health services for business 
that operate across local authority boundaries 
Drive up performance standards, helping trading standards and environmental health officers 
provide a high quality service in accordance with the Hampton principles. 

DTI have announced that they intend to hold informal consultation with stakeholders over the next 
few months with a few to publishing a statement by the end of this year, and a draft bill for LBRO in 
2007. The informal consultation will include a series of meetings and roadshows for business, 
enforcers, politicians and other interested parties. 

In addition to LBRO, the Office of Fair Trading (OFT) will be strengthened to take on the other roles 
originally envisaged for the CTSA in the Hampton Report. These include merging with other bodies 
such as the National Weights & Measures Laboratory and taking over responsibility for Consumer 
Direct. The OFT will also act as the champion for trading standards in Government, and will 
strengthen its focus on regional delivery and delivery in Scotland and Wales. 
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4. Corporate Considerations 

4.1 The recommendations to the sub committee are consistent with policy, and there are no personnel, 
finance, legal or property implications in the report. 

5. Recommendations 

5.1 The sub-committee are asked to note the contents of this report. 

c.p.( 
D a v i d c o r c h  ' DIRECTOR OF PLANNING AND ENVIRONMENT 

For further information please contact David Roderick, Trading Standards Manager on 01236 61641 5. 
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