
PLANNING AND ENVIRONMENT (PROTECTIVE SERVICES) SUB - 
21 February 2006 

Motherwell, 21 February 2006 at 2 pm. 

A Meeting of the PLANNING AND ENVIRONMENT (PROTECTIVE SERVICES) 
SUB-COMMITTEE 

PRESENT 

Councillor McKenna, Convener; Councillors Brooks, Devine, Gemmell, Gormill, Higgins, Holloway, Lafferty, 
Maginnis, Pentland and Saunders. 

CHAIR 

Councillor McKenna (Convener) presided. 

IN AlTENDANCE 

The Committee Services Manager; Head of Protective Services and Food Safety Manager 

APOLOGY 

Councillor Wilson. 

ENVIRONMENTAL HEALTH OPERATIONAL PLAN 2006/07 

1. With reference to paragraph 6 of the Minute of the meeting of this Sub-Committee held on 
22 February 2005, there was submitted a report dated 21 February 2006 by the Director of Planning 
and Environment (1) advising that the Health and Safety Commission (HSC) monitored the 
performance and activities of Local Authorities in respect of Health and Safety enforcement, and of 
the Commission's powers, in terms of Section 18 of the Health and Safety at Work etc. Act 1974, to 
issue mandatory guidance to Local Authorities; (2) intimating that an Operational Plan had been 
prepared which detailed the Service's proposed priorities and targets and demonstrated compliance 
with the Service's planning element of the guidance; (3) indicating that the Operational Plan would be 
reviewed throughout the year and required approval on an annual basis by the Council, and (4) 
stating that a copy of the Operational Plan 2006/07 had been placed in the Members' Library 

Thereon, a number of questions were posed regarding the Council's Debt Counselling Service. 

Decided: 

(1) 

(2) 

that the Environmental Health Operational Plan 2006/07 be approved; 

that it be noted that the Environmental Health Operational Plan will be reviewed and be 
submitted to the Council on an annual basis, and 

(3) that, in light of the various questions raised during consideration of the report, the Director of 
Planning and Environment submit a report on his Department's Debt Counselling Service to a 
future meeting of this Sub-Committee. 

FOOD SAFETY SERVICE PLAN 2006/07 

2. With reference to paragraph 5 of the Minute of the meeting of this Sub-Committee held on 4 October 
2005, there was submitted a report dated 21 February 2006 by the Director of Planning and 
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Environment seeking approval of the 2006/07 Food Safety Service Plan and advising (1) of the 
requirement for each Local Authority to produce an annual Food Safety Service Plan; (2) that the 
Food Standards Agency considered the Service Plan to be a key element in the monitoring process of 
Local Authorities' Food Safety Enforcement capabilities and activities; (3) that the Service Plan must 
include information regarding (a) service aims and objectives; (b) background details; (c) service 
performance targets, and (d) resources; (4) that a copy of his Department's Food Safety Service Plan 
2006/07 had been placed in the Members' Library; (5) that the Service Plan included increases and 
performance targets for routine food hygiene and food standards inspections along with other several 
key areas of work; (6) of the possibility of a significant development to the Council's website, which 
may include, in a user friendly format, details of the outcome of routine food hygiene inspections and 
which would provide more information to the public regarding hygiene standards in food premises 
within North Lanarkshire, and (7) that the Food Standards Agency would conduct an audit of the 
Council's Food Service during 2006/07 which will include an assessment of the Service Plan and 
confirmation that it had been considered and approved by Committee. 

Decided: 

(1) that the Food Safety Service Plan 2006107 be approved, and 

(2) that the report be otherwise noted. 

POLLUTION CONTROL OPERATIONAL PLAN - UPDATE 

3. With reference to paragraph 9 of the Minute of the meeting of this Sub-Committee held on 
22 February 2005, there was submitted a report dated 21 February 2006 by the Director of Planning 
and Environment (1) seeking approval of the updated Pollution Control Operational Plan; (2) advising 
(a) that his Department's Pollution Control Section exercised the Council's statutory duties in relation 
to contaminated land, waste management strategy, air quality noise control and general pollution 
duties; (b) that the Pollution Control Operational Plan fitted into the Council's Corporate Plan primarily 
through the Service Improvement Plan, and (c) that a copy of the Operational Plan had been placed in 
the Members' Library, and (3) providing a summary of the Plan. 

Decided: 

(1) that the Pollution Control Operational Plan 2006107 be approved, and 

(2) that the report be otherwise noted 

TRADING STANDARDS SERVICE DELIVERY PLAN 2006107 

4. With reference to paragraph 11 of the Minute of the meeting of this Sub-Committee held on 
22 February 2005, there was submitted a report dated 21 February 2006 by the Director of Planning 
and Environment seeking approval of the Trading Standards Service Delivery Plan in accordance with 
the National Performance Network, and advising (1) of the background to the requirement for a 
Trading Standards Delivery Plan and the performance monitoring framework; (2) that the aim of the 
framework was to (a) provide clear priorities and core standards for a modern Trading Standards 
service; (b) support the role of Trading Standards in the community and in contributing to key Local 
Authority priorities; (c) improve performance of Trading Standards in developing a system of 
measurement and sharing good practices, and (d) facilitate a more coherent and consistent approach 
to enforcement and service delivery incorporating a Service Delivery Plan as one of the main 
elements; (3) of the format of the Service Delivery Plan, and (4) that a copy of the Trading Standards 
Service Delivery Plan 2006/07 had been placed in the Members' Library. 
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Decided: 

(1) that the Trading Standards Service Delivery Plan 2006/07 be approved, and 

(2) that the report be otherwise noted. 

CHRISTMAS FOOD WATCH CAMPAIGN 2005 

5. With reference to paragraph 12 of the Minute of the meeting of this Sub-Committee held on 
22 February 2005, there was submitted a report dated 21 February 2006 by the Director of Planning 
and Environment advising (1) of the Food Hygiene Initiative recently undertaken by the Food Safety 
Division of his Department and how this was conducted; (2) that the purpose of these visits was to 
look for evidence of (a) poor personal hygiene practices; (b) cross contamination; (c) poor general 
cleanliness; (d) unsatisfactory temperature control of high risk food stuffs, and (e) serious structural 
disrepair, and (3) that the outcome of the initiative found that the standard of food hygiene practice 
observed within the majority of food businesses was generally satisfactory. 

Decided: that the contents of the report be noted. 

EAT SAFE FOOD SAFETY AWARD SCHEME INITIATIVE 

6. With reference to paragraph 2 of the Minute of the meeting of this Sub-Committee held on 9 August 
2005, there was submitted a report dated 21 February 2006 by the Director of Planning and 
Environment (1) outlining the background to the Eat Safe Food Safety Award Initiative; (2) explaining 
that awards were based on an assessment by an Environmental Health Officer during a routine food 
hygiene inspection as to whether standards within the premises met those set for the Awards 
Scheme; (3) advising that five premises in North Lanarkshire had now received the Eat Safe Award, 
and (4) indicating that it was envisaged that the number of premises achieving the award would 
increase. 

Decided: 

(1) that it be noted that details of further awards would be reported to the Sub-Committee on a 
periodic basis, and 

(2) that the report be otherwise noted. 

LOCAL BETTER REGULATION OFFICE (LBRO) 

7. There was submitted a report dated 21 January 2006 by the Director of Planning and Environment (1) 
advising of the establishment of the Local Better Regulation Office, which was a single body 
overseeing and supporting Local Authority regulatory services within the areas of Trading Standards 
and Environmental Health; (2) detailing the background with respect to establishing the Local Better 
Regulation Office, and (3) setting out the aims of the Local Better Regulation Office. 

Decided: that the contents of the report be noted. 
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