
1 

-r 4 1” 3 KE i : 2 I I r 1 I h U. .....e. *I e ‘. ‘.. . . .e... L 

NORTH LANARKSHIRE COUNCIL 

REPORT 

To : PLANNING & ENVIRONMENT (PROTECTIVE 
SERVICES) SUB-COMMITTEE 

Subject: 

AVIAN INFLUENZA 

From: DIRECTOR OF PLANNING AND ENVIRONMENT 

I Date: 2NDMAY 2006 I Ref: DW I 
I. In trod uct ion 

1 .I This report is to provide information to members on the current situation with regard to Avian 
Influenza and its likely impact on the Council. 

2. Background 

2.1 Avian Influenza is a highly infectious disease of animals caused by viruses that normally infect only 
birds. The most serious type, which can cause high and rapid mortality in many poultry species, is 
referred to as highly pathogenic avian influenza (HPAI). In addition avian influenza is transmissible 
to people, sometimes causing mild infections but can be fatal. 

2.2 Since December 2003 a number of Asian countries have reported outbreaks of HPAl in chickens 
and ducks. A number of these involve the highly pathogenic strain known as “H5N1” which is also 
capable of causing severe disease in humans. More recently a number of EU states have reported 
cases of HPAI. 

3. Considerations 

3.1 HPAl can spread very rapidly through poultry flocks, often killing up to 100% of infected birds within 
48 hours. Because of the severe impact on the poultry industry and the potential risk to human 
health, a number of measures have already been put in place to help deal with outbreaks in the UK. 

- In December 2005 a new Great Britain Poultry Register came into existence which requires 
commercial poultry flocks of over 50 birds to be registered with the Scottish Executive 
Environment and Rural Affairs Department (SEERAD). Keepers of smaller numbers of birds and 
domestic flocks are also encouraged to register in order to ensure that they can be easily 
identified and kept up to date with information. The register currently has eleven premises 
situated within North Lanarkshire. 
Bird gatherings e.g. shows, sales, races etc are permitted under a general licence from 
SEERAD provided certain conditions are met, such as records of attendees, biosecurity advice, 
availability of veterinery surgeon, details of purchases. 
As part of the increased surveillance, a SEERAD Helpline (08459 335577) has been set up to 
report sightings of dead birds. A single dead swan, goose or duck, or 3 or more dead wild or 
garden birds in the same place should be reported. Advice is also available on the safe disposal 
of single dead garden or wild birds. 

- 

- 

3.2 SEERAD has produced a contingency plan for dealing with any suspected outbreak in Scotland. It is 
based on the national notifiable animal disease contingency plan that incorporates many of the 
lessons learned from the outbreak of foot and mouth disease in 2001. The role of local authorities is 
set out and includes monitoring and enforcing legislative requirenments, assistance with cleansing 
and disinfection measures, and keeping community groups and others informed. SEERAD will be 
responsible for defining an Infected Area at least 10 km around infected premises, and for setting up 
Protection Zones and Surveillance Zones. 
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H5N1 was confirmed in a dead swan found in Fife on 6 April. The Scottish Executive placed a 
‘Protection Zone’ of three kilometres radius (resulting in no movement of birds in or out), and a 
‘Surveillance Zone’ of 10 kilometres around the site where the bird was found. A “wild bird risk area” 
has been designated covering a larger part of Eastern Scotland requiring all poultry and game birds 
to be housed. There are estimated to be 175 poultry holdings in this area with a bird population of 
over 3 million. 48 of these holdings are ‘free range’ with a bird population estimated at 260,000. In 
addition no bird gatherings are permitted and increased surveillance will be carried out involving the 
investigation of all bird deaths. 

The Council has continued to take all necessary precautions in response to the current situation. 
Advice to the public on reporting dead birds has been provided, the wildfowl collection at Palace 
Rigg has been moved indoors, and inspection of swans and other birds at Broadwood Loch and 
Strathclyde Country Park continues. The trading standards service is continuing to liaise with 
Emergency Planning, the State Veterinary Service and other agencies and will be ready to take 
appropriate action in the event of an outbreak affecting any part of the Council area. Priority will be 
given to enforcing movement restrictions and to ensuring the seperation of flocks from wild birds. 

Avian Flu is predominately a bird disease but there is a very low risk of it being transmitted to 
humans. Although there have been cases reported, the World Health Organisation says that the risk 
is almost entriely confined to people coming into close contact with infected poultry. There is concern 
that the H5N1 virus could mutate into a strain that is easily transmissable between humans. 

The Food Standards Agency has advised that eating properly cooked poultry products including 
eggs is safe. The risk of infection through handling poultry meat is very low and can be minimised by 
hygienic handling of raw poultry meat. 

Corporate Considerations 

The recommendations are consistent with policy and there are no further financial, legal or property 
implications. 

Recommendation 

The sub-committee are asked to note the contents of this report 

For further information please contact Dave Roderick, Trading Standards Manager on 01 236 61 641 5 
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