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Introduction 

The purpose of this report is to advise the sub-committee of the current status of Home Safety 
provision within the community. 

Background 

The average number of people who are killed every year in Britain due to an accident in or around 
their home is 4,000, with a further 3,000,000 requiring hospital treatment, In 2004, 32%of all reported 
accidents occurred in the home or garden. 
Due to inconsistency in data collection within hospitals, current local statistics are difficult to obtain. 
However figures for 2005 show that in North Lanarkshire, 3.4 children per 1000 population required 
hospital treatment following a home accident compared to 0.8 per 1000 population after a road 
accident. In effect the children of North Lanarkshire are over four times more likely to be injured in 
their own home than on the road. Statistically children and the elderly are the most vulnerable 
sections of the community with regard to unintentional injury. 

Considerations 

The Council's commitment to reducing this cause of death and debilitation in its residents is reflected 
in the Community Plan. Under the strategic theme of " Health, Wellbeing and Care", a primary focus 
is to tackle issues that create poor health and reduce life expectancy. Similarly, under the heading 
Community Safety, specific targets are a reduction in injury caused through home accidents by 15% 
and a reduction by 20% of accidental house fires. 
The Home Safety Unit of the Trading Standards service has a multi faceted strategy to assist the 
Council in achieving these objectives: - 

o Education 
o Awareness Raising 
o Confidential Home Safety Audits 
o lnteragencylpartnership working on a local and national level. 

This strategy forms part of the Trading Standards Operational plan through specific projects which 
may be linked to enforcement issues, and core activities which are dynamic rather than specific to 
ensure current issues and requirements of the population are continually being addressed. 
Education 

The education of children in Good Practice has the advantage of reducing the risk of injury or death 
in the present time and also in the longer term as these children will be both the parents and the 
senior citizens of the future. Officers have given age specific lessons to children at all stages of 
development in the last year. This has been achieved through a wide range of media from glove 
puppets in nurseries, video in primary schools and PowerPoint presentations to senior pupils in 
secondary schools. In addition to specific lessons the officers work in partnership with teachers 
during events in individual schools. In the last two months over 3000 primary pupils have 
participated in one project alone. In addition three newsletters have been published and issued to 
the Home Economics department of every secondary school in the last nine months. 
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Awareness Raisinq 

While specific lessons are taught in the school setting a more informal approach is taken to raising 
awareness of accident prevention in the adult population. This will range from talks to mother and 
toddler groups, Home Safety based entertainment e.g. beetle drives with senior citizens groups, to 
displays in libraries, health centres and supermarkets. Participation in events such as the Viewpark 
Flower Festival allows the unit to help address, through specific leaflets and competitions, the 46 
gardening related deaths and 250,000 gardening injuries that occur annually in Britain. 
Confidential Home Safetv Audits 

The Home Safety Officers will undertake a free confidential Home Safety Audit on request. During 
the audit, checks on sockets, smoke alarms and carbon monoxide monitors are carried out. 
Householders are given advice on specific hazards noted in their home and general advice on other 
home safety matters that may be relevant to their age group. These will generally include the 
prevention of falls, burns/scalds, poisoning and fire. 
Where appropriate the officers will refer onto other departments or agencies e.g. this Department’s 
“Safer Homes” project, Social Work, Housing Department or Age Concern. Through these referrals 
the householder will be assessed for safety equipment they may be entitled to, e.g. Stair gates for 
parents with young children or an additional banister or grab rail which will help reduce a fall in an 
elderly person. During 2004105 130 householders have benefited from this confidential service. Such 
an audit may be of particular interest to any Member who has young children or elderly friends or 
relatives and the Unit would be happy to try to accommodate any requests following this report. 
Interanencv/PartnershiD Working 

Members of the Unit represent the Council nationally in the Scottish Accident Prevention Council, 
the Royal Society for the Prevention of Accidents and Home Safety Scotland. Through these forums 
they raise the profile of the policies, projects and innovations undertaken by this Council in the field 
of Home Accident Prevention while ensuring that the Unit is up to date with current developments 
elsewhere. At present officers are actively involved in the development of a Child Safety Action Plan 
for Scotland. This is a high profile European Child Safety Alliance Initiative involving 18 countries in 
Europe in which Scotland is the only British representative. 
At a local level the Unit participates in the Home Safety Working group of the Community Safety 
Partnership and has just completed a series of “Safer Senior” events with Strathclyde Police and 
other members of the Community Safety Partnership. These events throughout North Lanarkshire 
have focused on home safety and home security in the elderly. In addition officers have active 
involvement with other agencies e.g. the Disability forum and Age ConcernlHandy Person Service. 
Officers work with Road Safety colleagues at specific events to provide a holistic approach to child 
safety. 

Corporate Considerations 

The recommendation to the sub-committee in this report is consistent with policy and there are no 
additional personnel, finance or property implications. 

Recommendation 

That the sub committee 
- 

- 

- 

notes that the operations of the Home Safety Unit contribute to the long and short term 
objectives of the Community plan 
raises the profile of good practice and innovation within the Council at local and national 
levels 
otherwise notes the contents of this report 

PDav id  M. Porch 
DIRECTOR OF PLANNING AND ENVIRONMENT 

For further information please contact Duncan Smith on 01 698 302035. 
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