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Purpose of Report I Introduction 

Members will be aware from previous reports of the introduction by the Scottish Parliament of a 
Mandatory Licensing Scheme for Houses in Multiple Occupation in Scotland. This has been achieved 
through the introduction of the Civic Government (Scotland) Act 1982 (Licensing of Houses in Multiple 
Occupation) Order 2000 (as amended). The purpose of this report is to seek approval to increase the 
licence fee. 

Background 

The Housing Regulation Team is responsible for implementing HMO Licensing and Private Landlord 
Registration. This team, which is to be self-financing through licence and registration fees, is located in 
Scomagg House, Motherwell and comprises a Team Leader, Senior Environmental Health Officer, two 
Environmental Health Officers and a Registration Assistant. 

They co-ordinate the licensing arrangements for the whole council, and have established a working group 
comprising representatives from Building Control, Legal Services, Housing and Property Services, 
Development Control, Social Work and the Police and Fire Authorities to ensure consistency of approach 
and involvement of all interested parties. Procedures have been established to ensure that all parties are 
consulted on applications, and to ensure appropriate representation at inspections for licensing purposes. 

North Lanarkshire Council has issued 28 licences to date, and 2 applications are currently being 
processed. Environmental Health staff have undertaken comprehensive surveys of several housing 
areas where Houses in Multiple Occupation (HMOs) may exist, and research and investigations are 
continuing to establish the locations of any HMO not already identified. 

The licensing procedures and North Lanarkshire Council licence conditions are based on the provisions 
of the Civic Government (Scotland) Act 1982 (Licensing of Houses in Multiple Occupation) Order 2000 
(as amended) and guidance previously issued by the Scottish Executive. 

Proposals 

The costs of providing the licensing scheme have to be met from licensing fees, and following a review of 
the costs to the council it is proposed that the 3 year HMO Licence should be increased from €800 to 
€1 000. This increase will cover increased advertising costs, consultation fees and staffing costs. The 
previously approved 10% footprint fee arrangement for identical properties in the same block and in the 
same ownership will continue. It is considered that these fees will cover North Lanarkshire Council costs 
whilst at the same time being set at a level which will not place an unreasonable burden on owners of 
HMOs who may charge multiple rents. 

The existing fees were set in August 2003 and this increase includes changes in costs since that time, 
and reflects the actual costs of managing the licensing scheme over the last four years. 



4. Corporate Considerations 

4.1 The recommendations to the committee are consistent with policy and there are no personnel, finance or 
property implications in the report. 

4.2 All decisions or actions with possible legal implications to be confirmed with North Lanarkshire Council’s 
Legal Services. 

5. Recommendations 

5.1 That the committee approves the increase of the Houses in Multiple Occupation licence fee from f800 to 
f 1000. 

David M. Porch /? DIRECTOR OF PLANNING AND ENVIRONMENT 

For further information about this report, please contact Dougie Calder, Housing Regulation Team Leader on 
01 698 302020. 


