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1. Purpose of Report/lntroduction 

1.1 This report is to inform members of the further work undertaken by the Trading Standards 
Service in ensuring the safe storage and supply of fireworks within North Lanarkshire. 

2. Background 

2.1 With effect from April 2005, the Manufacture and Storage of Explosives Regulations 2005 
came into force, superseding the Explosives Act 1875, and has changed the way that 
fireworks/explosives are controlled. 

2.2 The fundamental change is that a local Iicensinghegistration authority now has the discretion 
to refuse registrations or licences and in exceptional circumstances a licence or registration 
can be revoked. 

2.3 This year the Trading Standards Service as part of its annual operational programme visited 
premises registered to supply fireworks in the run up to November 5'h in order to ascertain 
whether the explosives were being stored safely. 

2.4 As with previous years the service, in consultation with local community police and Fire and 
Rescue colleague contacts, offered information and guidance to those colleagues and an 
out-of hours service to provide officers with guidance on how to handle discoveries of 
fireworks in non-registered premises e.g. private houses etc. 

2.5 A briefing note was also prepared for elected members in order that they could advise 
constituents on the law with relation to fireworks. 

3. Considerations 

3.1 Trading Standards officers visited all 77 premises that are registered to store fireworks, 36 
fewer registrations than last year. Four premises licensed to store fireworks, in greater 
quantities than registered premises, were also visited. Our officers and the police carried 
out joint visits on a number of occasions, particularly in order to reinforce the message that 
fireworks should not be sold to under age children. There is a direct link between illicit sales 
and the antisocial use of fireworks particularly late at night that is a nuisance to so many 
communities. 

3.2 Officers gave verbal advice and resolved problems with storage and signage on 41 
occasions. In addition, officers issued 19 written notifications as to shortcomings and 4 
Improvement Notices to traders who could not immediately comply with the necessary 



requirements. In total 108 visits were made to the 81 registered and licensed premises in 
order to ensure compliance. 

3.3 In common with previous years the main problems were in relation to smaller premises 
having insufficient space to correctly store the fireworks, which was resolved by the traders 
returning some excess stock to their wholesalers, and overstocking of the sales floor in 
order to achieve quick sales; the latter being more problematic and the subject of main 
concerns for officers. A number of outlets did not prepare detailed risk assessments but 
officers provided guidance in this area and matters were resolved. All traders issued with 
Improvement Notices complied with the requirements within the given timescales albeit a 
few required up to three visits to elicit compliance. The increased level of compliance may 
be due to the threat that their registration to store fireworks may be revoked should they not 
comply with the notice, which is a change from previous years. 

3.4 Advisory letters will be sent to those who were storing fireworks incorrectly and those that fail 
to provide adequate assurances of future compliance may be refused registration in 2007. 

4. Corporate Considerations 

4.1 The recommendation to the Sub-Committee in this report is consistent with policy and there 
are no additional personnel, finance or property implications. 

4.2 The Trading Standards operational enforcement functions in this area contribute to the 
Council’s objectives of community safety and the free, confidential advice offered 
contributes to developing business and the economy. 

5. Recommendations 

5.1 The sub-committee is invited to note the contents of this report 

Local Government Access to Information Act: For further information please contact Peter 
Fergie, Trading Standards Team Leader - 01 698 302007. 


