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1. INTRODUCTION 

The purpose of this report is to advise committee of current ‘good news’ stories within the 
department . 

2. GOOD NEWS ITEMS 

A list of the current ‘good news’ stories is attached as appendix 1 

3. RECOMMENDATION 

3.1 That members note the report. 

There are no background papers relevant to this report 

I:\COMMITTEE\COMSERVGENERAL\02 NOVEMBER 2005WIRDRIE AREA REPORT.DOC 



1. DEPARTMENTAL 

1 .I Perfect Attendance Dinner 

Staff with five or more years perfect attendance were recognised at a special gala dinner 
at Motherwell Concert Hall. Over 400 people joined invited guests to celebrate the 
achievements of dedicated staff who had accomplished the notable feat of five years 
without a single day’s sickness. 

A special presentation was made to lan Thomson, a caretaker at Sir John Wilson Town 
Hall, Airdrie. lan has amassed an incredible 38 years perfect attendance. His achievement 
was praised by both the Director and Community Services Convener, Councillor Jim 
Logue. 

1.2 FlSA World Rowing Masters Regatta 2005 

Poor weather failed to dampen the spirits at one of the biggest events in the history of 
North Lanarkshire Council. Over 3,000 competitors and a further 4,000 spectators 
descended on Strathclyde Park over the course of the weekend-long event which proved 
to be a huge success. 

Strathclyde Park again proved itself to be one of the UK’s leading sporting venues with a 
high level of technical and organisational expertise that ensured the smooth running of the 
regatta. The evening entertainment was of an equally high standard and culminated in a 
sensational final night party with a spectacular firework display. 

Votes of thanks have flooded in from as far afield as Japan, from competitors and others 
involved in the event. People from all over the world attended the regatta and they have 
left with memories of Strathclyde Park that will live with them for the rest of their lives. 

North Lanarkshire Council staff worked tirelessly to ensure the event was a success, no 
stone was left unturned in a bid to make the regatta the most successful yet. And by all 
accounts this was most certainly achieved. 

2. LIBRARIES & INFORMATION 

2.1 National Bookstart Day 

The libraries section have been busy preparing for National Bookstart Day. Airdrie Library 
will host a specially arranged ‘rhymetime’ session to play their part in the nationwide 
event. 

The ongoing success of Bookstart - a world leader in gifting free books to babies - is 
testament to the effort of the staff within the libraries and information section. The 
innovative scheme was established to encourage parents to share books with their 
children from an early age. 

Old Monkland Library has also been involved in the scheme which is introducing more 
carers, babies and children to the libraries throughout North Lanarkshire and how to use 
the resources available to them. 
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3. SPORT & RECREATION 

3.1 10-Minute Gvm Launched 

The sports and recreation section have added to a growing list of impressive fitness 
services with the introduction of the 10-minute gym. 

4. 

The unique new fitness programme was unveiled at Airdrie Leisure Centre and the Tryst 
Sports Centre, Cumbernauld. It involves a series of new motivating exercises that work all 
the major muscle groups. Not only can each set of exercises be completed in just 10 
minutes, they are easy to learn and have been designed to compliment existing training 
programmes. 

The introduction of the new programme highlights the commitment to meeting new 
challenges in offering effective fitness services for the people of North Lanarkshire. This 
will no doubt prove to be a success and strengthen the growing reputation of the 
department’s sport facilities. 

COUNTRYSIDE & LANDSCAPE 

4.1 Fundinn Secured for Lillv Loch Improvements 

Access to Lilly Loch, outside Airdrie, is set for a major revamp after over €30,000 was 
secured to fund the project, from Forward Scotland through the Community Environmental 
Regeneration Scheme (CERS) and the Paths for all Partnership. North Calder Heritage 
Officer, Alan Atkins, has been working on the project to improve access for disabled 
anglers and other countryside users, such as walkers, bird watchers and school children 
for environmental education. 

The works will include the upgrading of an existing right of way to create a path that is fit 
for purpose; building a disabled angling platform; creating a boardwalk over some boggy 
ground, giving access around the whole loch and the possibility of walking on towards the 
Country Park at Plains. 

The entire project is being seen as an example of good practice and it is hoped that other 
angling and sports clubs throughout North Lanarkshire will follow suit and see the wider 
community benefits that shared access can bring. 

5. COMMUNITY LEARNING & DEVELOPMENT 

5.1 Young Scot Initiative 

The Young Scot initiative is set for a major boost after the revamp of its website. The 
initiative, which is open to anyone from the age of 12-26, is continuing to evolve and the 
upgrade of the website will bring yet more benefits for young people throughout North 
Lanarkshire. 

Staff, based at Our Lady’s High School, Motherwell, have been working round the clock to 
promote the scheme and almost 30,000 Young Scot cards are now in circulation. 
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Cardholders get discounts at various outlets throughout the council area and a further 
development has resulted in the Young Scot card becoming an official proof of age card. 

A hologram embedded in every card means that it can be used as nationally recognised 
proof of age, this initiative is backed by Scottish Executive, Strathclyde Police, Trading 
Standards and the Scottish Retail Consortium. 

5.2 Gartlea Communitv Centre Officiallv Opened 

Gartlea Community Centre, in Airdrie, was officially opened earlier this month, marking the 
end of four years hard work to re-establish the popular community facility. The old 
community centre was destroyed in a fire in December 2001 and the construction project 
for the new building took almost 15 months at a cost of f I .7 million. 

The new centre has a main hall with an increased capacity for over 200 people, there are 
also meeting rooms, a children’s room and a small cafe area. The community centre is 
now being used for community arts activities with top class instruction available from 
Creative Services’ dance, drama and music officers. 

The centre will also play host to the Community Learning and Development Department’s 
creative writing group - Men with Pens, as well as a host of other local groups. 

6. CREATIVE SERVICES 

6.1 Petersburn Recording Studio 

Petersburn Recording Studio, Airdrie, has reopened after a major refurbishment. The 
award-winning centre now hosts a fully computerised 48-track digital recording studio, 
with upgraded equipment further improving the facilities on offer. Funding of over f90,000 
was provided for the completion of the project, with f34,000 awarded by the Scottish Arts 
Council, f38,000 by the council’s External Funding Group and f18,500 from the 
Community Services Department. 

Councillor Logue performed the opening honours. The studio is popular among local 
bands and those from further afield, the refurbishment looks set to strengthen its 
reputation and give musicians a unique opportunity to access some of the best recording 
equipment available. 
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