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Purpose of Report 

This report updates Committee on the development of the West of Scotland Transportation 
Partnership, WESTRANS. 

Main Report 

The last report to this Committee on the work of WESTRANS was to the meeting on 10 
December 2003. 

It was reported then that WESTRANS would proceed with the establishment of the core 
team comprising a team manager, senior assistant, an assistant and a technical support 
officer. It is pleasing to be able to report that all four positions have now been filled. 
However, it is also already becoming apparent that the existing administrative support, 
which is shared with the Glasgow and Clyde Valley Structure Plan Team, requires to be 
supplemented by one member of staff. This can be accommodated within the existing 
Westrans budget and will be progressed through the Joint Committee. 

As also reported, the Joint Committee agreed to seek agreement to locate the core team 
staff for an initial 3 year period within the Structure Plan Team offices next to Buchanan 
Bus Station in Glasgow. This has also been achieved. 

After a prolonged negotiation, it has also been possible to register the website as 
www.Westrans.g0v.uk/ . 

Taken in conjunction with the establishment earlier last year of Westrans as a Joint 
Committee, this all means that we now have a very strong and effective organisation 
working to promote the wider transport agenda on behalf of the local authorities in the west 
of Scotland. This is particularly important for three reasons:- 

(a) Some time during May this year, we can expect the Scottish Executive to publish a 
White Paper on transport in Scotland leading to a new Bill later in the year. This will 
confirm the establishment of a Scottish Transport Agency. It will also set out the way 
forward for local authorities and the future of Strathclyde Passenger Transport and 
partnerships such as Westrans. 
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(b) As reported to this Committee on 10 December, we can expect the Scottish Executive 
increasingly to award transport funding through the transport partnerships. In 
December we reported that f3.7m had been allocated to Westrans and SPT for spend 
within 2003/2004. The Minister has just announced that a further f6.7m has been 
allocated to Westrans and SPT for spend during 2004/2005. Details are awaited. 

(c) The draft Westrans Joint Transport Strategy is about to be published for public 
consultation with a view to its being developed into a finalised strategy later this year. 
This strategy will be fundamental to the future development of transport in the west of 
Scotland including funding from the Scottish Executive 

3. Sustainability Considerations 

3.1 Environmental sustainability is a fundamental element of the Joint Transport Strategy but it is 
also worth pointing out that the location of the core team in an office above Buchanan Bus 
Station in itself sends out a strong message regarding the sustainability credentials of 
Westrans. 

4. Recommend at i o ns 

4.1 Committee is asked to note and welcome the continued progress being made by the 
WESTRANS Joint Committee. Committee is also asked to agree in principle to the increase in 
the establishment of Westrans to include administrative support as outlined above should this 
be necessary. 
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David M. Porch 
DIRECTOR OF PLANNING AND ENVIRONMENT 
(26 April 2004) 

Local Government Access to Information Act: for further information about this report, please contact 
Grahame Lawson, on 01 236-61 6202 

R&T 050504 WESTRANS Update 


