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Purpose of Report 
1. This report updates Committee on discussions with South Lanarkshire Council re ongoing traffic 

issues following the opening of the new Garrion Bridge 

Background 
2. Members will be aware that for many years the junction of the A71 and the A72 at Garrion Bridge 

was a major congestion point on the A72 Clyde Valley route. With this in mind South Lanarkshire 
Council, with support from this authority, promoted a scheme which saw the construction of a 
second bridge and the introduction of a gyratory system at the junction. 

3. The Garrion Bridge project has, however, been a victim of its own success. In relieving a bottleneck 
on the A72 Clyde Valley route, traffic passing through the junction has increased by 30% and there 
is now a capacity problem on the A71 at the junction with Brownlee Road. 

4. It is ironic that a bridge project which was conceived by South Lanarkshire Council to relieve a 
problem in South Lanarkshire should end up causing problems in North Lanarkshire. What is even 
more ironic is the fact that much of the traffic in question originates in South Lanarkshire and is 
heading for destinations in South Lanarkshire. 

5. Our colleagues in South Lanarkshire Council have recognised this and we have had a series of 
meetings with them to discuss options. 

ProposalslConsiderations 

6. There appear to be three basic options. 
(a) The first option is to consider the installation of traffic signals at the junction. This would require 

an additional right turning lane in the eastbound uphill direction. However Brownlee Road falls 
away quite steeply on the east side of the junction and the land to the west is also at a much 
lower level than the A71. Creating the space for an extra lane and achieving a safe 
engineering solution therefore requires extensive earthworks which pushes up the cost of this 
option to several hundred thousand pounds. There is also concern that in providing some traffic 
relief this, we will actually encourage even more traffic to use this route. 

(b) The second option is to create a roundabout at this junction. This would give the required 
increased capacity but at the expense of considerably more land take and earthworks. The cost 
of achieving a full standard roundabout increases substantially to somewhere in the order of f 2  
million. 

(c) The third option would also involve the creation of a roundabout but to less than full standards. 
This might enable the cost to be reduced below that of the full standard roundabout 

7. Soil conditions are poor in the area and there are old mine workings. Therefore to enable us to get 
a better handle on the costs we have commissioned a detailed geotechnical survey of the site. It 
has taken some time to negotiate entry with the local landowners but we now anticipate the survey 
work beginning during May. The local member has been involved in these discussions. 
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8. We have also been exploring the options for assistance with funding. South Lanarkshire Council 
have informally indicated there willingness to contribute to the project both in terms of a direct 
financial contribution and in terms of design resources. There are development proposals in the 
area and the options for developer contributions are being examined. The opportunity for European 
funding has also been explored but this option is currently less than promising. 

Sustainability Implications 

9. The traffic issues are largely associated with the evening peak hour only and much of the traffic is 
commuter traffic. It is therefore difficult to argue for the scheme in terms of conventional 
environmental sustainability. However, the scheme is important for the economic vitality of the 
Clyde Valley and the A71 is an essential connection between the southern part of North 
Lanarkshire and the M74. 

Corporate Considerations 

10. The A71 route is important for the Council’s economic regeneration and tourism strategies and it is 
desirable to eliminate pinch points and other restrictions. 

Recommend a tio n s 

11. Members are asked: 

(a) to note the current position re the A71 at Garrion Bridge 

(b) to note the involvement of South Lanarkshire Council in resolving the issue 

(c) to agree to accept further reports as the project is developed 

A 

k 
David M. Porch 
DIRECTOR OF PLANNING AND ENVIRONMENT 
(26 April 2004) 

Local Government Access to Information Act: for further information about this report, please contact Grahame 
Lawson on 01236 616202. 
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