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Purpose of Report 

This report updates Committee on the progress of the School Travel Co-ordinator, appointed for a 
temporary period of 3 years, funded by the Scottish Executive. 

Background 

As reported to Planning and Environment Committee on 18 June 2003, the Scottish Ministers, in 
exercise of the powers conferred on them by section 70 of the Transport (Scotland) Act 2001, 
offered to make available to all Scottish local authorities, grant assistance for the purpose of 
employing one or more School Travel Co-ordinators. The amount of grant made available to North 
Lanarkshire Council is up to f48,100 in 2003-4 and f64,000 in 2004-5 and 2005-6. 

The main aim of the scheme is to encourage and promote more sustainable and environmentally 
friendly travel choices for school-related trips, thereby encouraging longer term alternative travel 
choices and reducing the volume of school-related vehicular trips, with associated concerns for 
congestion and road safety. 

Proposals I Considerations 

The following outlines the initial development of the School Travel Plans initiative:- 

All schools throughout North Lanarkshire are involved at various levels, ranging from the use of 
initiatives such as Park Smart, school gate banners and Walk to School Week, to a fully devised and 
implemented Travel Plan that is assessed and monitored regularly. 
Schools are to be made aware of the School Travel Plan initiative, through issuing a letter 
highlighting the advantages for the school and the wider community. The School Travel Co-ordinator 
will attend head teacher forums to provide information on School Travel Plans. 
A day course will be held in August to provide guidance, information and assistance in developing a 
Travel Plan. The course will ideally be run with a maximum of 20 committed participants. 
Schools involved in the Safer Routes project are given assistance, as a Travel Plan is a key 
component and sets out a plan of action for the school. 
Accident records in the locality involving pupils, the potential for modal shift, the scale of external 
pressures on the school and the enthusiasm of the school are all considered when prioritising 
schools. 
Each school will have a novel solution dependent upon its own particular circumstances and 
difficulties. The problem of congestion at schools is commonplace and there is no hard fast solution. 
It can only be addressed at various levels that involve analysis of the particular issues relevant to the 
localised problems. 
A number of analytical tools are used in the identification and assessment of problems, which enable 
a number of possible solutions to be highlighted. For example, the use of: flow charts; models; maps; 
questionnaires; existing initiatives, park smart, walk to school, Safer Routes to School, Eco schools, 
Health Promoting schools, etc. 
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3.2 A School Travel Plan has to have targets. These are usually expressed in terms of travel issues andlor 
the increase in the number of children travelling by sustainable modes and some aim to achieve or 
surpass national norms. Targets may well overlap with other authority targets such as casualty reduction, 
the number of children taken through cycle or pedestrian training, participating in Walk to school Week, 
reduction in car traffic on some roads, percentage of residential roads that have been traffic calmed, 
number of school safety zones implemented. 

3.3 Realistic goals and objectives should be determined and all relevant parties should agree to them e.g. 
Modal shift of x% in y years from car use to sustainable modes. This may vary from school to school as it 
depends on location, existing infrastructure and links to public transport. It should also be determined 
how success will be measured and how the project will be monitored. This should be an ongoing process 
and the School Travel Plan should be an active document. 

4. Recommendations 

4.1 Committee is asked to note the progress of the School Travel Plan initiative. 

David M. Porch 
DIRECTOR OF PLANNING AND ENVIRONMENT 

For further information about this report, please contact Lesley Ann Buchanan on 01 698 3021 09 
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