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INTRODUCTION 

The purpose of this report is to update the Airdrie Area Committee on progress being 
made in relation to the Gypsy Travellers Site, Forrest Street, Airdrie. 

BACKGROUND 

The Gypsy Travellers site at Forrest Street opened in 1996, and following approval of 
recommendations by the Housing and Technical Services Committee and full council 
in 2003 is the only council owned site in North Lanarkshire. 

SITE CONDITIONS 

'The site has been vacant since 2002. -There are no applications from Gypsy 
Travellers to take up occupancy. 

The site has been subject to a great deal of vandalism, including a number of recent 
fires, which severely damaged 5 of the utility units. A further unit was also severely 
damaged by malicious vandalism, and as a result the Design Services Engineer 
recommended demolition. 

Fencing to the rear of the site, which had previously been replaced, has since been 
vandalised and removed. 

The electrical control box serving the foul drainage overflow system was also severely 
damaged and is no longer serviceable. 

For safety reasons and to protect against further attacks the remaining units were 
secured using steel shuttering, whilst consideration was being given to the future of 
the site. 

The contract for demolishing the units was recently awarded to Nicholson Contracts 
Ltd. The Contractor is currently on site and the demolition contract and site clearance 
is estimated to be complete by the middle of November. 
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4. SCOTTISH EXECUTIVE 

The Scottish Executive has been approached in order to ascertain their position 
regarding payback of funding of the grant from the Executive used to construct the 
site. No formal response has been received to date. 

5. FUTURE PROVISION 

-5.1 -The council will continue to have an obligation to Gypsy Travellers should any apply to 
the Council for accommodation assistance. indeed in terms of the Homeless 
Person’s Legislation priority would have to be considered if a Gypsy Traveller had no 
place to safely pitch their caravan. 

-52 -It is common at a number of locations within our area to experience unauthorised 
encampments, Responding to such occurrences is difficult and constrained by legal 
considerations. Notwithstanding this, it is considered a strength to have an alternative 
site to offer to residents of an unauthorised site. Retaining Forrest Street as an 
operational site provides the Council with such an option. Housing Committee 
therefore agreed to retain the hard standing and pitch layout. This would give some 
option of offering future applicants a place to locate. 

Repairs and improvements to the perimeter fencing and gates will be carried out in an 
attempt to secure the site and safeguard it for future use. 

There is currently no separate budget provision to maintain the site. The Housing and 
property Services Committee previousty agreed that any surplus from the sale of the 
other two former sites would be allocated to repair and improve Forrest Street. The 
outcome of those sales are still awaited. 

6. RECOMMENDATIONS 

The Airdrie Area Committee is asked to note the content of this report. 
n 

Thomas McKentie 
Director of Housing and Property Services 
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