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Purpose of Report 

1. This is the latest of the regular reports on road safety in North Lanarkshire as requested by 
Committee on 9 April 1997. The report is based on the statistics, for the period January 2004 to June 
2004, on road accidents within the Strathclyde Police area published recently by Strathclyde Police. 
It comments on the information relating to road accidents that occurred within the boundaries of 
North Lanarkshire and the casualties arising from these accidents. In the following paragraphs, the 
figures in brackets are the figures for the corresponding period of 2003. 

Number of Accidents 

2. In North Lanarkshire during 2004, there were 7(7) fatal accidents. This represents no change on 
the colresponding period of the previous year. Meanwhile over the Strathclyde Police area, there 
were 47 (48) fatal accidents, which represents a decrease of 2.1% compared with 2003. 

3. 52 (53) serious accidents occurred in North Lanarkshire 2003. This is a reduction of 1.9% 
compared with the previous year. Over the Strathclyde Police area, there were 474 (497) serious 
accidents, which is a decrease of 4.6%. 

4. During this period 324(321) slight accidents were recorded in 2003 - an increase of 0.9%. In the 
Strathclyde Police area, there were 2438 (2373) slight accidents - an increase of 2.7%. 

5 .  The number of non-injury accidents recorded during this period was 844 (836) which is an 
increase of 0.9% compared with 2003. In the Strathclyde Police area, the corresponding figures 
were 6608 (6649), which is a decrease of 0.6%. 

Number of Casualties 

6. The total number of casualties resulting from road accidents in North Lanarkshire during this period 
amounted to 532, which is an increase of one, compared with 2003. There were 3924 casualties in 
the Strathclyde Police area - an increase of 38. 
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f Comment 

6. The attached graph gives some sense of proportion to the figures. 
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7. The cost to the community in North Lanarkshire of the accidents occurring in the first half of 2004 
was in excess of 220 million. 

8. The disappointing slight increase in casualties recorded in North Lanarkshire, during the first half of 
2004, has to be set against the 18.4% reduction achieved in casualties in 2002. Following the re- 
launch of the Twenty's Plenty project, the expansion of the road safety camera network in North 
Lanarkshire and the introduction of pilots for mandatory 20 mph speed limits in residential areas and 
variable speed limits at schools along with the appointment of the school travel co-ordinator we 
would expect the increase shown during the first six months of 2004 to be reversed during the 
remainder of the year. 

9. As previously reported the Council has already achieved the targets set by the Scottish Executive, 
for 2010, for reductions in both fatal and serious casualties and child fatal and serious casualties. 
However, the Council is not complacent and realises that there is still much work to be done in this 
area and with this in mind we intend to set ourselves a much more ambitious target for road safety 
and reductions in casualties. This, however, will require a long-term commitment to revenue and 
capital funding. 

Recommendations 

10. Committee is asked to note: - 

(a) 

(b) 

(c) 
(d) 

(e) 

the slight increase in the number of persons injured in road accidents in North Lanarkshire 
during the first half of 2004. 
that there was no change in the number of fatal accidents during this period and that the 
total number of fatal accidents continues at too high a level. 
the estimated cost to the community of these accidents was in excess of 520 million. 
having achieved the 2010 target for reductions in casualties it is our intention to set 
ourselves a more ambitious target for 2010. 
that meeting targets for road accident reduction will require a long term commitment by 
the Council to increased staff and financial resources for road safety training and 

n engineering. 
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For further information please contact Robert McCrum on 01236 616254. 


