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Purpose of Report 
This report advises Committee of developments regarding enforcement of parking in the South 
Lanarkshire Council area 

Background 
Until 1997, enforcement of on-street parking in Scotland was the responsibility of the police 
and traffic wardens. The Road Traffic Act 1991 introduced provisions for the 
decriminalisation of most non-endorsable on-street parking offences in London and 
permitted similar arrangements to be introduced elsewhere. With effect from 16 June 1997, 
the relevant provisions of the Road Traffic Act 1991 were introduced in Scotland. This 
enable local authorities in Scotland to make an application to the Scottish Ministers to 
designate (by designation order) either a permitted or special parking area. 

Decriminalised parking enforcement enables local authorities to administer their own 
parking penalty schemes and to retain the penalties collected to finance its parking 
enforcement procedures. In areas where decriminalised parking is not in practice, parking 
infringements are criminal offences and the income generated from parking fines accrues 
to the Exchequer. 

A number of authorities have taken advantage of these powers including the Cities of 
Edinburgh and Glasgow. South Lanarkshire Council is also now seeking to go down the 
same path and we were consulted for our views at the end of June. There are no direct 
implications for the North Lanarkshire Council area and a response to this effect was 
forwarded to the authority. 

Considerations 
Members may wonder whether there could be benefits to this Council if we were to promote 
decriminalised parking in the North Lanarkshire.Counci1 area. There could certainly be benefits 
in terms of enforcing provision made on street for Blue Badge Holders and in securing control 
over the enforcement of on street parking regulations in our town centres and other areas 
where on street parking results in congestion. This is not a criticism of Strathclyde Police but a 
reflection of the fact that the Council's priorities for the warden service might be different from 
the police. The Council could also decide to operate over extended hours. 

Extensive consultation and consideration of the many practical implications would be required 
before a recommendation could be made regarding this course of action. It is, however, worth 
noting that there are substantial costs in establishing and running a parking enforcement 
operation. A key feature in all the authorities that have so far introduced or considered 
introducing decriminalised parking has therefore been that they have already charged for off 
street parking and very often on street parking too. The income stream from the charges and 
the control over off street parking has been seen as an essential complement to the taking on of 
the decriminalised on street parking responsibility. 
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3.3 There are currently no charges for parking in North Lanarkshire either on or off street and no 
proposals to change this situation. 

4. Recommendations 
4.1 Members are asked to note developments in South Lanarkshire 

David M. Porch 
DIRECTOR OF PLANNING AND ENVIRONMENT 
(29 July 2004) 
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