
PLANNING AND ENVIRONMENT (ROADS AND TRANSPORT) SUB - 
I 1  August 2004 

Motherwell, I 1  August 2004 at 2 pm. 

A Meeting of the PLANNING AND ENVIRONMENT (ROADS AND TRANSPORT) 
SUB-COMMITTEE 

PRESENT 

Councillor Wilson, Convener; Councillors Barrie, J. Coyle, Griffin, Hogg, McGuigan, McKenna, W. Martin, 
Moran and M. Murray. 

CHAIR 

Councillor Wilson (Convener) presided. 

IN ATTENDANCE 

The Committee Services Manager, Head of Planning and Transportation and Traffic and Transportation Team 
Leader. 

APOLOGIES 

Provost Connelly; Councillors Burns, Gray, Lyle, McKendrick and Shaw. 

WESTRANSlSPT JOINT PROGRAMME 2004/2005 

1. With reference to paragraphs 1 and 2 of the Minute of the meeting of this Sub-Committee held on 
5 May 2004, there was submitted a report (docketed) dated 2 August 2004 by the Director of Planning 
and Environment (1) advising Members of the decisions of the Westrans Joint Committee and SPT in 
respect of the Joint Capital Programme for 2004/2005 following the Scottish Executive’s decision to 
award €6.3m to the West of Scotland; (2) outlining the background to the report; (3) attaching, as an 
Appendix to the report, a Joint Programme which was approved by a special Sub-Committee of the 
Westrans Joint Committee on 22 July 2004 and endorsed by the SPT on 6 August 2004; (4) 
containing his observations and considerations thereon, and (5) recommending that recognition given 
by the Scottish Executive to transport investment in the West of Scotland and in North Lanarkshire in 
particular be welcomed. 

Decided: that the recognition given by the Scottish Executive to transport investment in the West 
of Scotland and in North Lanarkshire in particular be welcomed. 

UPDATE ON AIRDRIE-BATHGATE RAIL LINE RE-OPENING 

2. With reference to paragraph 7 of the Minute of the meeting of this Sub-Committee held on 13 August 
2003, there was submitted a report dated 29 July 2004 by the Director of Planning and Environment 
(1) updating Members on progress with the project following receipt of the consultant’s report on the 
initial detailed feasibility study into the re-opening of the Airdrie-Bathgate rail line; (2) outlining the 
background to the report; (3) setting out the findings of the consultant’s study; (4) indicating that the 
study estimated the cost of reinstating the railway would amount to €190-225m including 
contingencies; (5) advising Members that although the re-opening of the rail line for passenger 
services would be in line with Council and Government policies on the promotion of sustainable 
modes of transport, ultimately works cannot proceed until the relevant Bill has been promoted within 
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the Scottish Parliament; (6) containing his considerations and observations thereon, and (7) 
recommending (a) that the findings of the feasibility study be noted, and (b) that further reports on the 
development of the project be submitted to future meetings of this Sub-Committee. 

Decided : 

(1) that the findings of the feasibility study be noted, and 

(2) that further reports on the development of the project be submitted to future meetings of this 
Su b-Comm ittee. 

FIRST GROUP AND THE SCOTRAIL FRANCHISE 

3. With reference to paragraph 2 of the Minute of the meeting of this Sub-Committee held on 
25 February 2004, there was submitted a report dated 2 August 2004 by the Director of Planning and 
Environment (1 ) updating Members in respect of the Scotrail Franchise; (2) outlining the background 
to the report; (3) advising Members that on 11 June 2004, the Transport Minister announced that First 
Group had been selected as the preferred bidder for the Scotrail Franchise; (4) containing his 
observations and concerns thereon, and (5) recommending that he be authorised to write to First 
Group expressing the Council’s concern at the further withdrawal of bus services in North Lanarkshire 
and to seek assurances that First Group would promote bus and rail integration at all 23 stations 
within North Lanarkshire, particularly in Cumbernauld and Motherwell. 

Decided: that the Director of Planning and Environment be authorised to write to First Group 
expressing the Council’s concern at the further withdrawal of bus services in North 
Lanarkshire and to seek assurances that First Group would promote bus and rail 
integration at all 23 stations within North Lanarkshire, particularly in Cumbernauld and 
Mot herwel I. 

ROAD CONDITION SURVEY 

4. There was submitted a report (docketed) dated 2August 2004 by the Director of Planning and 
Environment (1) advising Members of the results of a Road Condition Survey for North Lanarkshire 
which forms part of a Scotland wide survey of roads; (2) outlining the background to the report; (3) 
setting out the initial results; (4) attaching, as an appendix to the report, graphs showing an overall 
network situation for 2003 and changes in the condition of A Class roads between 2002 and 2003, 
and (5) recommending (a) that it be noted that the Council has the benefit of a robust system for 
identifying and repairing road defects in order to keep the Road Network in a safe condition until such 
time as funding becomes available to renew the road asset; (b) that further reports on the outcome of 
the cost of bringing the Council’s and Scotland’s roads up to the recommended standards be 
submitted to future meetings of this Sub-Committee, and (c) that the contents of the report be noted. 

Decided: 

(1) that it be noted that the Council has the benefit of a robust system for identifying and repairing 
road defects in order to keep the Road Network in a safe condition until such time as funding 
becomes available to renew the road asset; 

(2) that further reports on the outcome of the cost of bringing the Council’s and Scotland’s roads 
up to recommended standards be submitted to future meetings of this Sub-Committee, and 

(3) that the contents of the report be otherwise noted. 
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PETITION - REQUEST FOR DEMOLITION AND REPLACEMENT OF CARBRAIN GULLEY 
FOOTBRIDGE, CUMBERNAULD 

5. There was submitted a report dated 8 July 2004 by the Director of Planning and Environment (1) 
advising the Sub-Committee of the receipt of a petition from local residents in the vicinity of Carbrain 
Gulley Footbridge, Cumbernauld, requesting the removal and replacement of the footbridge; (2) 
outlining the background to the report; (3) indicating, for the reasons detailed therein, that a Stopping 
Up Order was implemented on 9 August 2004 to allow removal of the existing bridge; (4) informing 
Members that a replacement bridge was expected to be installed by the end of September 2004, and 
(5) recommending (a) that the action taken by the Director of Planning and Environment be 
homologated; (b) that the receipt of the petition be noted, and (c) that the Director of Administration 
advise the petitioners accordingly. 

Decided : 

(1) that the action taken by the Director of Planning and Environment be homologated; 

(2) that receipt of the petition be noted, and 

(3) that the Director of Administration advise the petitioners accordingly. 

ROAD SAFETY IN NORTH LANARKSHIRE DURING THE FIRST HALF OF 2004 

6. With reference to paragraph 6 of the Minute of the meeting of this Sub-Committee held on 
25 February 2004, there was submitted a report dated 29 July 2004 by the Director of Planning and 
Environment (1) referring to a report on road accidents within the Strathclyde Police area recently 
published by the Police for the period from January to June 2004; (2) summarising the statistics in 
relation to the North Lanarkshire area; (3) providing a comparison of the data for the corresponding 
period of 2003; (4) containing his observations thereon, and (5) recommending that the Sub- 
Committee note (a) a slight increase in the number of persons injured in North Lanarkshire during the 
first half of 2004; (b) that there was no change in the number of fatal accidents during this period and 
that the total number of fatal accidents continued at too high a level; (c) that the estimated cost to the 
community of these accidents was in excess of f20m; (d) that having achieved the 2010 target for 
reductions in casualties, it was intended to set a more ambitious target for 2010, and (e) that meeting 
Government targets for road casualty reduction would require the continued commitment of the 
Council. 

Decided: 

(1) that it be noted that there was a slight increase in the number of persons injured in road 
accidents in North Lanarkshire during the first half of 2004; 

(2) that it be noted that there was no change in the number of fatal accidents during this period 
and that the total number of fatal accidents continues at too high a level; 

(3) that it be noted that the estimated cost to the community of these accidents was in excess of 
f20m; 

(4) that it be noted that having achieved the 2010 target for reductions in casualties, it was 
intended to set a more ambitious target for 201 0, and 

(5) that it be noted that to meet Government targets for road accident reduction required 
continued commitment by the Council. 
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PROPOSED INTRODUCTION OF DECRlMlNALlSED PARKING ENFORCEMENT IN SOUTH 
LANARKSHIRE 

7. There was submitted a report dated 29 July 2004 by the Director of Planning and Environment (1) 
advising Members that South Lanarkshire proposed decriminalising parking enforcement and 
thereafter administering its own parking penalty schemes; (2) outlining the background to the report; 
(3) containing his observations and considerations thereon, and (4) recommending that the 
developments in South Lanarkshire be noted. 

Decided: that the developments in South Lanarkshire be noted. 


