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1. Purpose of Report 

1.1 This report updates members on progress with the re-opening of the Airdrie-Bathgate rail 
link. 

2. Background 

2.1 

2.2 

Members will recall that the Central Scotland Transport Corridor Study (CSTCS), 
commissioned by the Scottish Executive, considered a range of transport projects serving 
communities lying along the A8 and A80 travel corridors. A key project identified in the 
CSTCS study was the re-opening of the Airdrie-Bathgate railway. A technical feasibility 
study was subsequently commissioned, which confirmed that the rail service identified 
within the CSTCS could be delivered and that four trains an hour could be run from the 
west of Glasgow through Glasgow Queen St (low level), Airdrie, and Bathgate, with a final 
destination of Edinburgh Waverley. The Scottish Ministers were satisfied with the viability of 
the scheme, as identified within that study, and subsequently approved of the continued 
promotion of the re-opening. 

West Lothian and North Lanarkshire Councils jointly commissioned an economic activity 
and location impacts (EALI) study, to consider the extent of the positive effects of re- 
opening the line and to estimate their net contribution to the Scottish economy, as well as 
more directly addressing the particular issues for the councils, such as: improved 
opportunities for North Lanarkshire residents to commute to Glasgow/Edinburgh; 
enhancing the potential of sites previously considered commercially redundant, and; 
increasing the attractiveness of North Lanarkshire as a place in which to live, locate 
business and work. 

2.3 The Scottish Executive appointed Network Rail as the promoters of the scheme, to take the 
scheme through the Parliamentary Bill process, detailed design, contract preparation and 
award, and the physical construction of the new line and associated facilities. Consultants 
Jacobs Babtie were appointed to carry out and co-ordinate the various civils and other 
studies and designs, with sub-consultants engaged for the likes of the preparation of the 
wider-scale EALI study, travel patronage and distribution studies, the design development 
appraisal, and to co-ordinate the various consultation elements. 

3. Current Proposals 

3.1 A governance structure has been established to determine the appropriate representations 
on the various working groups. The Core Stakeholder Group comprises representatives of 
North Lanarkshire Council, West Lothian Council, the Scottish Executive, Network Rail, 
Strathclyde Passenger Transport, First ScotRail and Jacobs Babtie. 
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The next key stage will be the public consultations, with public meetings arranged in Airdrie, 
Plains and Caldercruix, as well as appropriate West Lothian locations. These meetings, and 
associated consultation elements, will take place late November. The Scottish Executive 
(as project clients) and Network Rail (as scheme promoters) intend to present their 
preferred scheme options at these consultation events. By reducing the number of options 
being presented, they hope to focus comment from the various parties consulted, although 
this will still allow plenty of opportunity for the registering of comments/ concerns, which will 
have to be considered before the final scheme detail is agreed upon for submission to the 
Parliamentary Bill process early in 2006. 

Immediately prior to the consultation events, the scheme consultants will make a 
presentation to a special meeting in the Civic Centre, to which all councillors will be invited, 
to present their preferred scheme, and to justify the Scottish Executive’s reasoning for 
opting for that scheme, with the intention of informing, and gaining the support of, the local 
members prior to attending the public consultations. 

One of the main issues for the council will be concern the stations. The proposals will 
consider enhancements/ improvements required at existing stations to accommodate the 
expected increase in rail patronage, which may be considerable given that the scheme will 
provide a direct rail link to West Lothian and Edinburgh. Major works would be required at 
Airdrie Station. Improvements would also be necessary at the existing Drumgelloch Station, 
however, as part of the various current feasibility studies options are being considered for 
potentially re-locating to Clarkston. 

The original CSTCS study did not allow for any new intermediate stations between Airdrie 
(Drumgelloch) and Bathgate, the current extents of the rail lines to the west and east 
respectively. However, both councils, as well as the local MSP’s, have previously and 
continually made representation to the Scottish Executive, as well as the Transport Minster, 
to stress the view that intermediate stations are an essential requirement. North 
Lanarkshire Council has been seeking two new intermediate stations, at Plains and at 
Caldercruix. The Scottish Executive has since included the examination of potential 
intermediate station locations within any subsequent study. 

Within the preferred scheme to be presented at the consultation events, the Scottish 
Executive will have considered the potential number and locations of any new stations, 
based upon engineering, patronage, environmental, economic and other associated 
factors, as well the ability of the new train stopping patterns to tie into the existing rail 
timetables for both the Glasgow and Edinburgh expansive and relatively congested 
networks. For North Lanarkshire Council, one of the main issues will be whether or not they 
support new stations at Plains and/ or Caldercruix. 

4 Sustainability Implications 

4.1 The re-establishment of the rail line i s  consistent with Council and Government policies 
to promote sustainable transport modes. If and when the project is implemented, it will 
help the Council to meet its obligations under the Road Traffic Reduction Act. The project 
will also contribute to achieving objectives outlined within the Council’s sustainability index, 
including: 

Improving transport links between centres of population and employment sites, 
Increasing employment opportunities for local people, 
Locating development in areas easily accessed by public transport 

5. Corporate Considerations 

5.1 The Council’s contributions towards the initial scheme feasibility study and the later 
Economic and Location Impact study were met from Planning and Transportation 
resources. No other direct contributions towards the ongoing or immediately up-coming 
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studies have been identified, save for the continued staff commiiments 10 tne various 
working groups, although the department will incur some minor costs assdciated with the 
public consultation meetings. 

5.2 The re-opening of the line will contribute positively to the Council’s social inclusion and 
economic regeneratbn objectives. 

6.0 Recommendation 

6.1 Committee is asked to:- 

(i) note the contents of this report; 

David M. Porch 
DIRECTOR OF PLANNLNG AND ENVIRONMENT 

Local Government Access to Information Act: for further information please contact David McDove at 01236 
616256 
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