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Purpose of Report 

This report informs Committee of new guidance which has been received from the Scottish 
Executive on setting local speed limits. 

Background 

Local speed limits in Scotland are determined by Roads Authorities having regard to 
guidance issued by the Scottish Executive. 

Previously local speed limits were set using guidance contained in Scottish Executive 
circular No. 1/93. This circular has now been cancelled and is superseded by Scottish 
Executive circular No. 1/2006 which has been developed in association with the UK 
Government, the Society of Chief Officers of Transportation in Scotland, the association of 
Chief Police Officers in Scotland and other interests. 

The new guidance applies to the setting of local speed limits, other than 2Omph speed 
limits, on single and dual carriageway roads in Scotland. 

The guidance requests that all Roads Authorities review formally the speed limits on all 
Class A and B roads in their areas by 201 1, in accordance with the revised guidance. 

Guidance 

The guidance in the circular is for use as the basis for future assessments of local speed 
limits and for developing route management strategies. 

Alternative speed management options should always be considered before a new speed 
limit is introduced. 

The underlying aim should be to achieve a ‘safe’ distribution of speeds which reflects the 
function of the road and the impacts on the local community. The needs of vulnerable road 
users must be fully taken into account. 

What the road looks like to road users should be a key factor when setting a speed limit. 

Mean speeds should be used to determine local speed limits. This reflects what the 
majority of drivers perceive as an appropriate speed to be driven for the road. 
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3.6 The minimum length of a speed limit should generally be not less than 600 metres to avoid 
too many changes of speed limit along the route. 

3.7 Speed limits should not be used to attempt to solve the problem of isolated hazards, such 
as a single road junction or reduced forward visibility such as a bend. 

4. Objectives 

4.1 The key objectives of the guidance are as follows, 
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The provision of up to date and consistent advice to Traffic Authorities 
Improved clarity, which will aid greater consistency of speed limits across the country 
The setting of more appropriate local speed limits, including lower or higher limits where 
conditions dictate 
Local speed limits which better reflect the needs of all road users, not just motorised vehicles 
Improved quality of life for local communities and a better balance between road safety, 
accessibility and environmental objectives, especially in rural communities 
Improved recognition and understanding by road users of the risks involved on different types 
of road, the different speed limits that apply and the reasons why 
Improved respect for speed limits, and in turn imp[roved self compliance 
Continued reductions in the number of road traffic accidents, injuries and deaths in which 
excessive or inappropriate speed is a contributory factor. 

Future Programme 

The department, following a meeting with Strathclyde Police, have instigated a programme 
of assessments for all A Class roads in the Council area. This assessment will examine, 
current speed limits for each road, injury accident levels and road environment. It will 
identify a prioritised list of A Class roads which will then be subject to a more detailed 
assessment. 

In parallel with this assessment of A Class roads an assessment of all B Class roads will be 
carried out and a prioritised list identified for more detailed assessment. 

Further more detailed investigations, which will be canied out on a route by route basis, will 
therefore target the routes which have the highest accident levels. 

Following the detailed assessment, of a given route, recommendations will be brought 
forward for rationalisation of limits along the route. This could include new limits, lowering 
of limits or in some case’s increases in limits. 

Progress with this assessment programme will be dependant on available resources and 
statutory procedures however the department will aim for completion by 201 1 as suggested 
by the Scottish Executive. 

Because of the resources required to carry out this review it is recommended that only 
current requests for speed limits should be investigated, with any future requests only being 
investigated if an existing high injury accident level is identified. 

Corporate Considerations 

As the review progresses implementation of any new limits or changes in existing speed 
limits will impact on the Department of Administration who will have to process the orders. 
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Sustainability Implications 

The implementation of clearly signed, and understood, appropriate speed limits will encourage 
drivers to behave more responsibly, improve safety and lead to increased travel by sustainable 
modes. 

Recommendations 

It is recommended that Committee, 

a) Notes that new guidance on setting speed limits has been received, 
b) Authorises a review of speed limits on A and B Class routes to be completed by 201 I, 
c) Authorises that no resources will be allocated to investigate any future requests for speed 

limit changes unless a high injury accident level is identified, 
d) Notes that Committee will be kept informed on progress with this review. 

David M. Porch 
DIRECTOR OF PLANNING AND ENVIRONMENT 
11 September 2006 

Local Government Access to Information Act: for further information about this report, please contact 
John Marran, on 01236-616253 
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