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Purpose of Report 

The purpose of this report is to inform the Committee of the road safety theatre performance 
‘The Nine Lives of Roddy Hogg’ which is offered to all 26 secondary schools and 3 of the 
additional support needs schools in North Lanarkshire. 

Background 

The play is aimed at S I  pupils and addresses the dangers pupils’ face as they transition 
from primary to secondary school with their accompanying attitude in relation to road 
safety. The play charts its way through the life of the main character, Roddy Hogg. One by 
one we see him use up his nine lives. 

When Roddy enters into secondary school he is witty and cool, one of the most popular 
guys in first year. His fooling around has never got him into any real trouble and he is 
convinced that nothing can touch him. As he moved into second year his disregard for his 
personal safety manifests itself in showing off. 

Roddy’s sister Jane is now in first year at secondary school and her energy for life is spent 
at all the different clubs that the school has to offer. Her concern for Roddy’s safety has no 
impression on him. As the stupidity of his actions becomes more apparent he begins to 
lose his friends and the dramatic events that loom ahead of him change his life forever. 

The twist at the end of the play results in Roddy’s sister being killed. She was returning a 
bicycle that Roddy had used to sneak out of the house on. Roddy had asked his sister to 
return it home for him before his parents saw it was missing. 

The play is offered free of charge to schools. 

Road Safety Scotland funds theatres in education tours and the Baldy Bane Theatre 
Company undertakes the tours. 

The road safety staff makes the arrangements for the tour and invites the local press to the 
performances. 

Theatre is an effective way of raising issues and exploring concepts with a wide variety of 
audiences. 
Along with the performance for SI there is also a performance for S5/6 entitled ‘Friends 
Disunited’ which addresses issues relating to driving and in particular speeding. 
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Current Proposals 

11 schools on average are offered the play each year and reach approximately 2000 S I  
pupils in North Lanarkshire every year. 

The performance is offered to the secondary schools on a rotational basis. 

Roddy Hogg has an accompanying resource called ‘SI/S2 PSD Road Safety Education’ 
this package contains support materials for the road safety play. Every secondary school in 
North Lanarkshire was issued with this resource in 2003 and is reminded to use the 
resource to ensure that the pupils receive the maximum benefits from the performance, 
particularly in relation to road safety. 

The play is well received by both teachers and pupils. 

Corporate Considerations 

The road safety staff liase with the Education Department of the performances booked 
within schools. 

Recommendation 

The committee notes the content of the report. 

David M. Porch 
DIRECTOR OF PLANNING AND ENVIRONMENT 

Local Government Access to Information Act: for further information please contact Kathleen Scanlan at 
01698 3021 22. 


