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Purpose of Report 

The purpose of this report is to inform Committee about an experiential learning event called 
Crucial Crew planned for February and March 2007. This event is aimed at all P7 pupils in 
North Lanarkshire Council. This event will prepare these children for transitioning to Secondary 
school after the summer holidays. 

Background 

Experiential learning is a proven method of promoting personal safety issues to 
schoolchildren. It works on the principle that more is retained by practical experience than 
by other conventional methods of teaching. 

The concept is not new and the majority of Local Authorities throughout the United 
Kingdom host such an event to promote personal safety and good citizenship. 

The event is being organised by North Lanarkshire Policing Division in conjunction with a 
number of partners of which road safety is included. 

The initiative is designed to assist children make the transition from children to teenagers 
within a new and potentially frightening environment. 

Current Proposals 

All P 7 pupils from the all primary and additional support needs schools will be invited to 
attend either a morning or afternoon session. This will involve around 4000 pupils. 

The event will take place during a six-week period from 12 February 2007 to 23 March 
2007 at Strathclyde Country Park. 

A number of partner agencies including road safety have been approached with a view to 
produce an 8-minute presentation/scenario on their specialised field. 

Three schools per session will attend the event, which equates to an average of 90 children 
per session. On amval the children would be divided into 10 groups of approximately 9 
pupils. The concept is that children from different schools and backgrounds form one small 
team. Each team then proceeds round the individual presentation/scenario for each 
specialised field in a strict rotation, receiving valuable advice and practical experience. 



4. Corporate Considerations 

4.1 Road safety will be working in conjunction with the police and many other partner agencies 
to deliver this valuable learning experience. The education department has embraced the 
concept and is likely to support the event with human resources to allow smooth 
consultation between police and schools attending the event. 

5.0 Recommendation 

5.1 The road safety scenario would involve 2 members of staff 5 days a week for 6 weeks. 
Due to the shortage of staff in road safety we are looking to hire the services of former 
drama students from Motherwell College. We would put together a mock accident situation 
involving a car and a cyclist. The actors will create the scenario and then allow the children 
to ask questions and debate as to who was at fault. The cost of this will be covered from 
the revenue budget for enumerators P6406 
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