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NORTH LANARKSHIRE COUNCIL 

To: Policy and Resources (Community 
Development) Sub Committee 

From: Chief Executive 

Date: 11 August 1997 I Ref: 

REPORT 

Subject: Strathclyde Credit Union 
Development Agency - Request for 
Financial Assistance 
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Introduction 

Strathclyde Credit Union Development Agency (SCUDA) was established in 1988 to support the 
development of credit unions throughout the former Strathclyde Regional Council’s area. 

The objectives of the organisation are as follows:- 

To promote Credit Unions and their benefits 

To promote information, advice and training to groups wishing to establish credit unions 

To support and advise established credit unions 

The organisation received &9,500 Social Work Section 10 funding in this financial year 1997/98. 

Background 

The organisation have since April 1997 received a number of enquiries from groups in South 
Coatbridge, Wishaw and Cumbernauld for support in the development of both new and existing 
credit unions. 

SCUDA as a result of this additional work have requested an additional &3,120 in the remaining 
months of this financial year. 

Discussion on the work of SCUDA has been ongoing with the Social Work Department and the 
department has no difficulty in recommending additional funding via the Policy and Resources 
(Community Development) Sub Committee to undertake the additional work outlined. 

Funding 

The Chief Executives Department has received a number of applications for the funding of Credit 
Unions to the Interim Community Grants Scheme, the Priority Partnership Area and Regeneration 
Programme budgets. 

There are currently 14 operational Credit Unions throughout North Lanarkshire funded from a 
variety of sources including small grants via the Interim Community Grants Scheme, large Urban 
Programme funded projects to no grant aid from the Council only income generated by the Credit 
Union. 

On paper the operational Credit Unions (despite the differences in funding), do not appear to be 
drastically different in outcomes. 
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3.4 With this in mind the Chief Executives Department would wish to undertake a review of all 
operational Credit Unions and through this process develop the Council’s Credit Union 
Development Strategy. 

3.5 To assist this process a short term officer working group would be established including SCUDA 
and the review will be carried out by the end of December 1997. 

3.6 It would be the intention of the Chief Executive to produce the outcomes of the review for the 
Policy and resources (Community Development) Sub Committee on Wednesday 26 November 
1997, prior to any funding applications being agreed by the Council for the next financial year. 

4. Recommendation 

4.1 It is recommended that the Sub Committee 

(i) approve the additional funding to SCUDA for the additional work outlined in the report; 

(ii) approve the review of operational Credit Unions; 

(iii) approve the development of the Council’s Credit Union Development Strategy; and 

(iv) otherwise note the contents of this report. 

& OJLAx, 
f Chief Executive 
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