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PURPOSE 

The purpose of this report is to request the Council’s Policy and Resources (Community 
Development) Sub Committee to consider an application for the sum of €500 from Rural 
Forum Scotland. 

BACKGROUND 

Rural Forum Scotland is a national organisation which aims to highlight and campaign on 
behalf of issues associated with or experienced by those living in rural areas. 

Rural Forum Scotland undertakes a number of practical initiatives designed to improve the 
quality of life for local people in rural communities. One such project developed by the Rural 
Forum in partnership with the Scottish Council for Voluntary Organisations is the Rural 
Initiatives Scotland Scheme of Grants. This Scheme has been operational for ten years and 
provides small grants to voluntary and community organisations in rural areas throughout 
Scotland. Grants are awarded for a variety of purposes including developing new services 
such as a community shop, purchasing equipment, environmental improvements, community 
enterprise or training programmes. The maximum individual award to any organisation is 
€1,000 and the definition of rural which is applied by Rural Forum when assessing 
applications is that the area to be served by the project must have a population of 2,000 or 
less or be more than 3 miles from the nearest settlement. 

The Rural Initiatives Scotland Grant Scheme is funded by a range of contributors. In 1996 
the Scheme received the sum of €17,500 from Shell UK and the same amount from the 
Scottish Office Rural Partnership Fund. These awards were augmented by a number of 
smaller awards from local authorities in Scotland. The total budget allocated in 1996 was 
€40,115 with an average grant award of €590. 

The Scheme is administered by Rural Forum Scotland and funding applications are 
considered by a panel comprising representatives from Rural Forum Scotland and the 
Scottish Council for Voluntary Organisations. The Scheme is publicised widely through local 
authorities, local councils of voluntary service and the press and media. 



2.5 In 1996 a total of 68 organisations received hnding and of these, the undernoted two were 
in North Lanarkshire 

Bargeddie Food Co-op Awarded €320 to purchase fridge required for new 
environmental health standards 

Glenboig 2000 Awarded €800 towards rehrbishment of local shop as 
a community facility 

3.0 FUNDINGREQUEST 1997 

3.1 Rural Forum Scotland guarantee that any monies awarded by North Lanarkshire Council will 
be allocated to organisations in the North Lanarkshire area. In addition, Rural Forum 
Scotland will acknowledge the support of North Lanarkshire Council on all hture publicity 
literature including the report detailing the operation of the Scheme, and award certificates 
should the Council wish to celebrate the individual awards at a local level. 

4.0 RECOMMENDATION 

4.1 This is the first year that North Lanarkshire Council has been invited to contribute to the 
Rural Initiative Scotland Scheme. Whilst it is acknowledged that the Council is currently 
considering its own village strategy and will determine its own priorities for village 
development, it should be noted that an award to the Rural Initiatives Scotland Scheme will 
be reflected in individual hnding decisions and support to local organisations. In addition, an 
award of E500 by North Lanarkshire Council may help to lever additional resources from 
other sources in the Scheme and result in increased benefits to local organisation or projects. 

4.2 It is recommend that the Policy and Resources (Community Development) Sub Committee 
approve an award of E500 from the Chief Executive’s budget to the Rural Initiatives 
Scotland Scheme 1997. 

&JhLss 
Chief Executive 


