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INTRODUCTION 

At its meeting on 30 October 1997 Bellshill Area Committee considered a funding request from the 
Bellshill Town Centre Forum, submitted through Town Centre Initiatives Limited, for a funding 
contribution towards the Forum’s bid to the Scottish Office for the capital costs required to install a 
CCTV Scheme in Bellshill Main Street. 

BACKGROUND 

In October, Bellshill Town Centre Forum decided to submit a bid for Scottish Office funding for a 
CCTV system for the town centre. Advice from Strathclyde Police indicated that a 4 camera system 
could adequately cover the town centre at an estimated cost of €50,000. The Scottish Office funding 
would cover up to 50% of the cost, leaving €25,000 to be found. Bellshill Town Centre Forum agreed 
to try and generate this s u m  and accordmgly all businesses in the town centre were written to with a 
request for financial support and reminders sent to those businesses who have not responded to the 
initial letter. Community Groups have been prominent in the fund raising initiative with Bellshill 
Community Council contributing €1,000, Bellshill Rotary Club pledgmg the income from a raffle and 
Bellshill and Mossend YMCA contributing €100. In addition the LDA has intimated that it will 
provide some funding and this is estimated to be between €5,000 and €10,000. 

At the time of approaching the Area Committee for support it was understood that mainstream finance 
for this purpose would not be available from North Lanarkshire Council. Since then however, it has 
been indicated that a Council contribution of some €15,000 may be available, through the Economic 
Development Committee. This funding proposal will be considered by the Council’s Economic 
Development Committee at its meeting on 27 November, 1997. 

Bellshill Area Committee recognised the efforts of the Town Centre Forum in seeking to generate 
match funding for the capital bid to the Scottish Office an accordingly the Area Committee agreed in 
principle to award the sum of €1,200 from the area allocation of the Interim Community Grants 
Scheme budget towards the bid for CCTV match funding. This award was subject to clarification on 
both the eligibility of the Town Centre Forum to be considered for funding through the Council’s 
Interim Community Grants Scheme and funding for this purpose in terms of wider Council policy. It 
was further agreed that the application be remitted to the Policy and Resources (Community 
Development) Sub Committee for final consideration at its meeting on 26 November 1997 to enable a 
decision to be determined before the Town Centre Forum’s bid is submitted to the Scottish Office on 
28 November 1997. 
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PRESENT POSITION 

Following the Area Committee meeting, clarification has been sought from the Council’s Legal 
Services Section regarding both the eligibility of Bellshill Town Centre Forum to be considered for 
funding through the Interim Community Grants Scheme and also funding this purpose in general in 
terms of Council Policy. 

Bellshill Town Centre Forum is the local structure through which Town Centre Initiatives Limited 
directs its objectives designed to improve both the economic viability and environmental appearance 
and character of Bellshill Town Centre. The Forum comprises representatives from the local 
community, Strathclyde Police, private sector representatives and local traders, North Lanarkshire 
Council and Town Centre Initiatives. The Forum operates under the Memorandum and Articles of 
Association and financial control of Town Centre Initiatives Limited. 

RECOMMENDATION 

It is recommended that the Sub-Committee:- 

a) note the support of Bellshill Area Committee for the Bellshill Town Centre Forum bid to 
secure Scottish Office capital funding to install a CCTV Scheme in Bellshill Main Street. 

b) agree to award an Interim Community Grant of € 1,200 fiom the Bellshill area allocation to 
Bellshill Town Centre Forum for the CCTV match funding bid; and 

c) otherwise note the contents of this report. 


