
NORTH LANARKSHIRE COUNCIL 

To: Policy and Resources (Community 
Development) Sub-Committee 

REPORT 

Subject: North Lanarkshire Community 
and Voluntary Organisations 
Network 

From: Chief Executive Funding Request 

Date: 19 November 1997 I Ref: CEO12/004/002 

1.0 Introduction 

1.1 The purpose of this report is to advise the Sub-Committee of the request for financial support 
submitted by North Lanarkshire Community and Voluntary Organisations Network. 

2.0 Background 

2.1 Prior to reorganisation of local government, the Councils of Voluntary Services (CVS) in 
Motherwell and Monklands and the Cumbernauld Forum received funding from a former authority 
to explore the issues affecting the voluntary sector in the transition of local government. 

2.2 Working together these organisations recognised that there was a need to create an organisation 
which would represent the interest of all voluntary organisations and community groups within 
North Lanarkshire. 

2.3 In November 1995 North Lanarkshire Links was formed with the primary aims of advising the 
voluntary sector within North Lanarkshire of the effects of reorganisation and to provide a forum 
for voluntary organisations and community groups to explore issues and channel concerns to the 
appropriate body. 

2.4 In November 1997 North Lanarkshire Links hosted a conference for the voluntary sector bringing 
together 200 delegates representing 100 organisations. At this conference there was a call for North 
Lanarkshire Links to be formed into a formally constituted organisation and develop a network 
which would allow the interests and needs of the voluntary sector in North Lanarkshire to be 
represented. 

2.5 On 10 October 1997 North Lanarkshire Community and Voluntary Organisations Network (the 
Network) was formally established . 

3.0 Development 

3.1 The Network is presently working to establish a range of forums, which will consider the strategic 
development within the voluntary sector under the following headings: 

* Information and Advice; * Anti-Poverty ; 
* Young People; * Disability; 
* Early Years; * Women’s Issues; 
* Community Care; * Rural Issues; 
* Elderly People; * Ethnic Issues. 
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3.2 The request for financial assistance of E2,500 is to assist with the administration costs associated 
with contacting the wide range of voluntary organisations and community groups. 

Postage E l  ,200 
Printing and Stationery E1,OOO 
Meeting expenses 5300 

E2,500 

3.3 To support the administration costs of the Network a subscription scheme is currently being devised 
which will go some way to meeting the financial needs of the Network. 

4.0 Recommendation 

It is recommended that the Sub-Committee: 

a) approve the request of 22,500 for North Lanarkshire Community and Voluntary Organisations 
Network, to be funded from the Chief Executive’s Payments to Agencies and Other Bodies budget; 
and 

b) otherwise note the contents of the report. 
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