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SALSBURGH COMMUNITY COUNCIL - 8'h SEPTEMBER 2005 

Minutes of the meeting of Salsburgh Community Council held in the 
Community Hall on Thursday 8th September 2005 

PRESENT 
H. McColl [Chair] J. Keir, 0. McAvoy, J. Wilson, M. McLaughlin, N. McCann, C. Cox. 

APOLOGIES 
G. Stephen, M. Hinds, Cllr D. Fagan. 

ALSO PRESENT 
Paul Anderson, Community Outreach Officer, The Scottish P 

MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING 

1. Minutes of the meeting of Thursday 1 lth August 2005 w 
approved. i 

At this juncture the chair decided to vary the order of business 
Mr Paul Anderson, Community Outreach Officer from The Scottish Parliament was 
introduced to the meeting . 
Mr Anderson gave an informative and enjoyable presentation into the role of the 
Scottish Parliament and covered a broad range of subject matter such as; 

MSP's both elected and list along with the pertinent fact that each person in 
Scotland is represented by one constituency MSP and seven regional list MSP's 
who all have equal status within the Scottish Parliament. 
What MSP's can and cannot represent their constituents on. 
The distinction between the Scottish Parliament and the Scottish Executive. 
The basic premise that The Scottish Parliament holds the Scottish Executive to 
account and the Scottish Executive is answerable to The Scottish Parliament. 
Devolution and the distinction between devolved and reserved matters relative to 
the role of MSP's and MP's from the Westminster Parliament. 
How to participate and become involved with The Scottish Parliament. 

Following the presentation a question and answer session took place where a number 
of matters were voiced and highlighted including the strange reality that four of the 
seven list MSP's that are supposed to represent this constituency have had no contact 
whatsoever with the community council. Nor as far as is known with the local 
community, relative to considerable concerns with numerous matters around the area 
pertinent and applicable at both local and national level. 
Matters were also highlighted that MSP's spend around two days per week in the 
chamber at the parliament and the rest of the time they are supposed to be involved 
with constituency business although to date only the eiected constituency MSP for this 
area has held and holds surgeries locally. 

Mr Anderson was thanked for his attendance and input to the meeting. He then 
left the meeting. 

BUSINESS FROM THE MINUTES 

GRANT APPLICATION 
2. Members were informed that matters have been referred to the coalfields 

regeneration grant authority. A number of concerns were voiced and accordingly 
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a meeting is to be arranged to clarify outstanding matters in relation to the 
consultants report and grant application, which was supposed to have been 
completed and submitted a number of months previously. 

ST CATHERINE’S WELL [KATE’S WELL] 
3. Members were delighted with the official opening of the recent upgrade to  St 

Catherine’s Well [Kate’s Well] that took place on Friday 2nd September 2005 at 
12.30pm. The ceremony was followed by a reception & buffet in the local 
Sacred Heart Parochial Hall. 
Various persons are to be congratulated for their efforts and support to the project. 

CORRESPONDENCE 
North Lanarkshire Council 
Karen Whitefield MSP 
Alliance & Leicester 
MAVS 
SEPA 
Muslim women & family alliance 

i 

GENERAL BUSINESS 

ADVERTISING LITERATURE 
4. Members noted various advertising literature. : 

COMPLAINTS 
5. Members were informed that a meeting occurred on Monday 20th August 2005 at 

Strathclyde Homes development at Salsburgh. Present at the meeting was; 
Paul Zarb, Neill Freil & Adam Turbet of Strathclyde Homes and 0. McAvoy, 
Helen McColl, Jim Keir, John Ellis and Liz Andrews from the local community. 
The following was highlighted and discussed. 
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Vehicles have stopped running through the scheme on the south of the 
village to access the development. 
All trucks & other vehicles will be using the access road from B7066 in 
future to access the development site. 
The present access to the Riven Loch from Carvale Avenue will be closed 
completely by site boundary fencing. [developments back gardens] 
No noise occurs on site @ 0530 in mornings. Work starts on site @ 0630. 
Dust & noise on the site was due to hard rock being encountered and 
having to be removed to allow for house foundations to be constructed. 
Street lights will be erected on the B7066 site entrance approaches this 
month. 
Verges along the B7066 will be reinstated in around 4-6 weeks. 
Pavement disturbance at Blackcroft Terrace should be rectified within a 
few weeks. [Access for a forthcoming wedding party was highlighted] 
Traffic island @ site entrance will be moved in the next few months. 
Pathway behind sheltered complex will be completed as quickly as 
possible but it is the sub contractors who are responsible for the work. 
Strathclyde Homes will ensure the entrance to the site along the B7066 is 
kept clear of deposits [dust, chips & stones] from vehicles using the site. 
North Lanarkshire Council will be responsible for cutting the grass verge 
along the B7066 at the frontage to the site. 
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0 
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Fencing down the embankment along the B7066 at the site frontage will be 
removed when the footpath is complete. 
Land ownership at the east and south of the site and site boundaries were 
highlighted. One area in particular for possible future housing additions. 
The electrical sub station on which further information was requested from 
North Lanarkshire Council but that was not supplied, has already been 
constructed at the site entrance. 
Public access to the rights of way at the Riven loch will remain via 
Blackcroft Terrace or via the B7066 then through the Salsburgh Meadows 
housing estate along the various estate pavements. 

unacceptable to the community council had they been involved in discussions 
regarding access to the Riven Loch and right of way realignment due to various 
reasons, a number of which were voiced at the meeting. 
Strathclyde Homes confirmed that they ha,ve deposited objection to the 
proposed wind farm construction [05/00132/FUL] west of Salsburgh. They 
also intend to seek further information regarding the other two wind farms 
proposed for the Salsburgh area and within ’/2 mile of the site. 

It was further highlighted at the above meeting that as the local community have had 
no benefit whatsoever from the Strathclyde Homes development and as the 
community council voiced concerns in correspondence [lgth October 20041 to North 
Lanarkshire Council regarding the development proposals prior to planning 
permission being granted, the following should be considered; 

Note. It was highlighted that both access points would have been completely 

0 

0 It was suggested that Strathclyde Homes construct steps down the 
embankment at the east of the site from Blackcroft Terrace to the footpath 
alongside the B7066. 
It was suggested that Strathclyde homes ensure that the footpath entrance 
from the west’of the B7066 to the site joins satisfactorily with the pathway 
along the south of the B7066 leading from the village towards Newhouse. 
When the pathway was pointed out to Strathclyde Homes representatives 
they seemed unaware that of the existence of the pathway and the fact 
that the local community had been deprived of access along the pathway 
ever since the development had began. 
It was suggested that Strathclyde Homes construct some sort of gateway 
feature on the western approach to the village to compliment both the 
village and the new housing development. 

0 

9 

The community council decided to pursue matters and confirm access rights. 

PLANNING AID FOR SCOTLAND 
6. Members discussed the invite from Planning Aid for Scotland to members of the 

public and community groups to take part in a civic participation event in the 
chamber of the Scottish Parliament on Saturday 2gth October 2005 on 
‘Modernising the planning system in Scotland.’ 

REVIEW OF ELECTORAL WARDS 
7. Members were informed that North Lanarkshire Council had been contacted 

regarding a number of matters highlighted from the Boundary Commission’s 
proposals for Ward changes and the very considerable impact the proposals will 
have on the local community in the future. Further information is awaited prior to 
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a public meeting being held to ascertain the views of the local community prior to 
community council response to the commission's proposals. 
Members were reminded that failure to respond, would implement the Boundary 
Commissions proposals automatically by default. 

ALLIANCE & LEICESTER 
8. 

ADMINISTRATION GRANT 
9. 

Members noted information regarding community council accounts. 
\ 

No reason has been received from North Lanarkshire Council [correspondence 
dated 25'h July 20051 regarding the reduction in community council grant. 

COMPUTER SUITE 
10. Various matters were highlighted regarding the computer suite. Further matters 

are to be pursued. 
Matters were also highlighted regarding the req'uirement for support and voluntary 
enthusiasm from the local community to progress; 
0 

0 

0 

Community education proposals for the local community. 
Support for the start up of a local heritage and historical group. 
Support for the start up of a local food co-op. 
Support for the start up of a local credit union. 

PLANNING WHITE PAPER 
11. Members noted the invitation from Karen Whitefield MSP to attend a meeting at 

the Gartlea Community Centre on 12th September 2005 regarding the 
forthcoming white paper on planning. Members are to attend the event. 

MAVS 
12. Members are to renew their subscription to MAVS. 

CONSULTATION DRAFT 
13. Members noted the North Lanarkshire Council -Private Sector Strategy 

Consultation Draft 2005/2009. 

BUILDING BRIDGES SEMINAR 
14. Members noted information regarding the Muslim Women & Family Alliance 

Building Bridges Seminar to take place on Saturday 1'' October 2005. 

PERFORMANCE REPORT 
15. Members noted information regarding the launch of the North Lanarkshire 

Council Performance Report 2004/2005 to take place on Wednesday 2nd 
November 2005. Members are to attend. 

OTHER MATTERS 
16. Concerns were again highlighted regarding the junction of the 67066 and the 

Springfield Road due to the lack of overhead lighting. 
Also noted was that dumping is occurring at the cleared area of ground adjacent 
to the local primary school. 
Other concerns were voiced and a number of matters were highlighted. 

There being no further business the community council meeting concluded. 
The next community council meeting will take place on Thursday 1 3th October 2005. 
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Minutes of the meeting of Salsburgh Community Council held in the 

Community Hall on Thursday 1 3'h October 2005 

PRESENT 
H. McColl [Chair] J. Keir, 0. McAvoy, M. Hinds, M. McLaughlin, N. McCann, C. Cox. 

. 

APOLOGIES 
G. Stephen, Cllr D. Fagan. , 

ALSO PRESENT 
Keith Nelson. 
Michael McPake 

MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING 

1. Minutes of the meeting of Thursday 8th Septehber 2005 were submitted and 
approved. 

I At this juncture the chair decided to vary the order of business 
Mr Michael McPake was introduced to the meeting. 
Mr McPake highlighted a number of concerns regarding the fact that a bonfire that the 
local children had been collecting waste wood and other items for was removed by 
workers of the North Lanarkshire Council cleansing.department. 
Matters were highlighted to Mr McPake that North Lanarkshire Council has for a number 
of years issued guidance and advertised in the local press [28'h Sept 20051 in the 
interests of public safety that bonfires erected on council land without prior consent or 
safety approval will be removed. Various other matters relating to health & safety, 
dangers to children, fire, brigade and ambulance call out regarding bonfires was also 
highlighted. 
Discussion concluded with suggestions that Mr McPake and other interested local 
individuals approach NLC to determine the exact guidance issued in relation to bonfire 
events and stewardship. 

Mr McPake was thanked for his attendance and input to the meeting. He then left 
the meeting. 

BUSINESS FROM THE MINUTES 

GRANT APPLICATION 
2. 

i 

Members were informed that matters have been referred to the coalfields 
regeneration grant authority. A number of concerns were again voiced and 
accordingly discussion is to be arranged with MAVS to clarify outstanding 
matters in relation to the consultants non report and grant application, which 
was supposed to have been completed and submitted a number of months 
previously. 

CORRESPONDENCE 
North Lanarkshire Council 
MAVS 
Renewable energy fair 
Westrans 

1 



SALSBURGH COMMUNITY COUNCIL - 1 3 ' ~  OCTOBER 2005 
Community Transport Association 
Scottish Health Council 
NHS Lanarkshire 
Postwatch 
SEPA 

GENERAL BUSINESS 

ST CATHERINE'S WELL [KATE'S WELL] 
3. Various matters are to be pursued regarding the construction of an information 

board and possible lighting at St Catherine's Well [Kate's Well] 
Members noted information [circulated] regarding historical details for possible 
inclusion on the proposed notice board. Reply is awaited from CSFT to take 
matters forward. Matters regarding grant payment to CSFT for upgrading work 
completion is being processed. 

Members were asked for clarification on three points from a meeting that 
occurred on Monday 20th August 2005 at the Strathclyde Homes development 
site at Salsburgh. 
0 The embankment and footpath along the 67066 at the site frontage 
0 Land ownership at the east and south of the site for possible future 

housing additions. 
Site access and right of way to the Riven'Loch Plantation. 

Following discussion on the above points it'was highlighted that Strathclyde 
Homes Ltd has applied for planning permission [Cm/O1597/FUL] to construct a 
further four dwelling houses on the land at the east & south of the site, 
Members noted thst correspondence had been sent to North Lanarkshire 
Planning Department and the Greening & Conservation Unit to clarify Matters 
regarding access and to seek information regarding the further four house 
constructions. 

' 

DEVELOPMENTS 
4. 

PLAN NI NG APPLICATIONS 
5. Following on from the above item on planning the community council voiced 

concerns regarding revised arrangements for meetings of the Planning & 
Environment Committee of North Lanarkshire Council in their decision with 
regards to applications where a request is made for a site visit or hearing in 
advance of agenda papers to Committee being issued. 
The application will be noted on the planning index of the agenda papers but no 
reports or other details will be provided on the Planning & Environment 
Committee Agenda Papers. 
The Planning & Environment Committee decision will in effect remove from 
public view and perusal on the agenda papers all details relating to the 
applicants and their development, proposals which wil I include; 
File reference & site history. Consultations. Representations. Maps. Reports. 
Recommendations. Background papers and many other details. 
Members were concerned that the decision of the North Lanarkshire Council 
Planning & Environment Committee introduces an element of secrecy into the 
decision making process regarding planning applications and decisions where 
site visits or hearings are requested and the public will be disadvantaged in 
relation to planning matters, decisions and the grant of planning approvals. 

2 
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Further concerns were voiced regarding the lack of transparency and the 
circumvention of public scrutiny of developers planning applications and 
proposals by their removal from deposited North Lanarkshire Council Planning 
& Environment agenda papers and the withholding and secrecy of the relevant 
application reports which could cover a vast area from house constructions and 
the erection of mobile masts to bad neighbour developments. 

MAVS 
6. Members noted the awards for all workshop to be held on Thursday 27'h 

October 2005 at the Beechbank Community Centre, Airdrie, and noted details 
from the MAVS Message, September 2005. 
Members were further made aware that discussions are taking place relating to 
voluntary services development and representation for north Lanarkshire. 

REVIEW OF ELECTORAL WARDS 
7. Members were concerned by a number of matters relating to the Boundary 

Commission's proposals for Ward changes and the very considerable impact the 
proposals could have on the local community. 
The community council is to respond to the commission's proposals. 

ADMINISTRATION GRANT 
8. Members noted correspondence received from North Lanarkshire Council 

[correspondence dated 27'h Sept 20051 regarding the reduction in community 
council grant based on figures from the July 2004 Electoral Registration Office 
and being applied to the current 2005/2006 grant allocation. 
As NLC has not increased the grant to community councils for a number of years 
nor seemingly improved administration or other support to community councils 
over the same time period, the secretary was asked to write to NLC bringing a 
number of matters to their attention and seeking a higher annual grant allocation. 

RENEWABLE ENERGY FAIR 
9. Members noted information regarding the Renewable Energy Fair to be held at 

Dumfries on Saturday 5'h November 2005. 

CREDIT UNION 
10. Members were informed of matters relating to the possible start up of the 

Newmains Credit Union at Salsburgh. Further matters are to be pursued, 

JOINT TRANSPORT STRATEGY ' 
11. Members noted Correspondence from the West of Scotland Transport 

Partnership [WESTRANS] regarding the joint committee of the 13 local roads 
authorities including Strathclyde Passenger Transport and the Regional 
Passenger Transport Authority proposals for the sustainable transport system to 
promote social inclusion throughout the west of Scotland. 

COMMUNITY TRANSPORT 
12. Members noted information from the Community Transport Association. 

SCOTTISH HEALTH COUNCIL 
13. Members noted information on the centralisation of Urology & Gynaecology 

inpatient services consultation. 

3 
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POSTWATCH SCOTLAND 
14. Members noted information from the publication Poshvatch Scotland, Autumn 

2005 
CONSULTATION DRAFT 
15. Following on from the North Lanarkshire Council -Private Sector Strategy 

Consultation Draft 2005/2009 [CC Minutes 8'h Sept 20051 a number of matters 
were brought to members attention upon which clarification is to be sought. 

BUILDING BRIDGES SEMINAR 
16. Members were apprised and noted information regarding the Muslim Women & 

Family Alliance Building Bridges Seminar which took place on Saturday I 
October 2005. 

AlRDRlE & VILLAGES FORUM 
17. A number of matters were brought to,members attention from the recent Forum 

meeting including the development of local are6 partnerships. 
Six local regeneration managers have been appointed for the six area committee 
areas within north Lanarkshire. The managers will assume responsibility for both 
the area committees and the area teams in relation to service improvements and 
neighbourhood improvement plans. 
Neighbourhood walk-about has already occurred within many areas of north 
Lanarkshire with the area managers and local elected councillors to determine 
various aspects of service provision, or lack of it, and the details are to be 
included into the proposed future neighbourhood improvement plans. 
It was highlighted that events are still in a state of flux regarding exact details and 
there is currently no information available in relation to the status or details of the 
plans and proposals nor indeed the present or future availability of reports or 
minutes relating to partnership group or sub group meetings. 
Matters were highlighted at the Forum meeting that freedom of information rules 
should apply to information availability, it was pointed out however that if the 
public or indeed elected councillors do not know information exists relative to 
various matters they can hardly ask for that information, nor that the information 
be made public. 

AUTH 0 RlTY D EC I S I0 N MAKl NG 
18. Following on from the above Forum meeting and recent diverse Area Committee 

meetings members voiced concerns that more and more reports are being 
compiled by members of staff from the local authority and the 'private public 
partnerships' [mini quangos] of staff representatives from Health Boards, Police, 
Fire and other partnership agencies and bodies involved. Their meetings have 
seemingly been held in private where the public and press are excluded and no 
minutes, notes or reports of their deliberations made public. Their decisions and 
recommendations for public expenditures and partnership activity are then 
presented to elected councillors apparently for the elected councillors to authorise 
the partnership requirements. 
Concerns were voiced that as elected councillors seem to be requiring less and 
less written reports and other details from these mini groups and their 
partnerships, the public also are receiving less and less information regarding the 
mini quangos views and directions. Accordingly transparency of public issues is 
sparse until the mini quangos decisions receive assent by local authority elected 
representatives or through delegated responsibility. 

4 
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LANARKSHIRE NHS BOARD 
29. Members noted the NHS publication 'A picture of health.' 

Following on from various NHS meetings, responses were fed into NHS 
Lanarkshire's planning process which was, and is, then taken foward by four 
project boards looking into a number of key areas such as planned care, 
unplanned care, long term condition management and older peoples care. 
It is anticipated that NHS Lanarkshire's proposals will be finalised to go to full 
public consultation early in 2006 where there will be further opportunity for all 
interested parties to contribute or comment. The consultation document wil I then 
outline a vision for health services in Lanarkshire for the next five to ten years. 

SEPA VIEW 
20. Members noted information [circulated] from the SEPA View, issue 26, dated 

SeptlOct 2005. 

i 

There being no further business the community council meeting concluded. 

The next community council meeting will take place on Thursday 1 Oth November 2005. ! 
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