
NORTH LANARKSHIRE COUNCIL - 16 September 1999 

Motherwell, 16 September 1999 at 4 pm. 

A Meeting of the NORTH LANARKSHIRE COUNCIL - 

PRESENT 

Councillor McCulloch, Provost; Councillor Connelly, Depute Provost; Councillors Barrie, Brady, Burns, 
Cameron, Cefferty, Chadha, Clarke, Cox, Coyle, Curley, Curran, Devine, Donnelly, Glavin, Gordon, Gorman, 
Gorrnill, Grant, Gray, Griffin, Hebenton, Hogg, Holloway, Homer, Irvine, Jones, Laffetty, Logue, Love, Lunny, 
Lyle, McCabe, McCallum, McGhee, H. McGuigan, J. McGuigan, McKendrick, McKeown, McKinlay, 
McLaughlin, W. Martin, Mathieson, Morgan, Morris, G. Murray, M. Murray, Pentland, Robertson, Selfridge, 
Shaw, Shields, Smith, Stocks, Sullivan, Valentine, Wallace and Wilson. 

CHAIR 

Councillor McCulloch (Provost) presided. 

IN ATTENDANCE 

The Director of Administration; Director of Community Services; Director of Education; Director of Finance; 
Director of Housing and Property Services; Director of Planning and Environment; Director of Social Work, 
General Manager, Construction Services and Head of Central Services. 

APOLOGIES 

Councillors Cassidy, McElroy, Maginnis, J. Martin, Moran, Nolan, Ross, Saunders and Scott. 

NORTH LANARKSHIRE COUNCIL 

1. There was submitted the Minute of the meeting of North Lanarkshire Council held on 30 June 1999. 

Decided: that the terms of the Minute be approved. 

MINUTES OF MEETINGS OF COMMITTEES SUBMITTED FOR INFORMATION 

2. There were submitted for information the Minutes of meetings of the undernoted Committees which 
had been previously approved by the Council on 30 June 1999. 

Special Planning and Environment 
Special Community Services 

28 June 1999 
30 June 1999 

SUB-COMMITTEE MINUTES OF INFORMATION 

3. There were submitted for information, the Minutes of the meetings of the undernoted Sub-Committees 
held on the dates specified and which had been previously approved as shown:- 

Personnel Services (Early Retirement) Sub 
Personnel Services (Appeals) Sub 
Personnel Services (Appeals) Sub 
Personnel Services (Appeals) Sub 
Personnel Services (Appeals) Sub 

24 June 1999 
5 August 1999 
6 August 1999 
13 August 1 999 
20 August 1999 
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Personnel Services (Appeals) Sub 
Personnel Services (Appeals) Sub 

23 August 1999 
30 August 1999 

Approved by the Personnel Services Committee at their meeting on 2 September 1999. 

Policy and Resources (Vacancy Control) Sub 
Policy and Resources (Performance and Best Value) Sub 

25 June 1999 
12 August 1999 

Approved by the Policy and Resources Committee at their meeting on 7 September 1999. 

Education (Joint Appeals and Bursaries) Sub 
Education (Resources) Sub 

Approved by the Education Committee at their meeting on 31 August 1999. 

Special General Purposes (Licensing) Sub 
Special General Purposes (Licensing) Sub 
Civic Functions Group 

29 June 1999 
19 August 1999 

23 July 1999 
9 August 1999 
11 August 1999 

Approved by the General Purposes Committee at their meeting on 25 August 1999. 

Housing and Property Services (Special Cases) Sub 
Housing and Property Services (Property) Sub 
Housing and Property Services (Capital Programme and Repairs) Sub 

2 August 1999 
11 August 1999 
12 August 1999 

Approved by the Housing and Property Services Committee at their meeting on 1 September 
1999. 

Planning and Environment (Environmental Health) Sub 
Planning and Environment (Roads and Transport) Sub 

10 August 1999 
11 August 1999 

Approved by the Planning and Environment Committee at their meeting on 8 September 1999. 

Social Work (Operations and Services) Sub 17 August 1999 

Approved by the Social Work Committee at their meeting on 24 August 1999. 

Community Services (Operations Review) Sub 
Community Services (Community Development) Sub 

18 August 1999 
25 August 1999 

Approved by the Community Services Committee at their meeting on 31 August 1999. 

Adjourned Finance (Appeals) Sub 
Finance (Monitoring) Sub 

Approved by the Finance Committee at their meeting on 2 September 1999. 

27 August 1999 
1 September 1999 
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COMMITTEE MINUTES FOR APPROVAL 

4. There were submitted the Minutes of the meetings of the undernoted Committees held on the dates 
specified:- 

Special Planning and Environment 
Special Housing and Property Services 
Planning and Environment 
Special Planning and Environment 
Social Work 
Construction Services 
General Purposes 
Social Inclusion 
Economic Development 
Community Services 
Education 
Special Construction Services 
Housing and Property Services 
Personnel Services 
Finance 
Policy and Resources 
Planning and Environment 
Special Planning and Environment 

13 July 1999 
2 August 1999 
18 August 1999 
23 August 1999 
24 August 1999 
24 August 1999 
25 August 1999 
26 August 1999 
26 August 1999 
31 August 1999 
31 August 1999 
1 September 1999 
1 September 1999 
2 September 1999 
2 September 1999 
7 September 1999 
8 September 1999 
10 September 1999 

Decided: that the terms of the Minutes be approved except in so far as separately dealt with in 
terms of paragraphs 5 to 9 hereof. 

COMMUNITY SERVICES COMMI‘ITEE - 31 AUGUST 1999 

(1) WATSONVILLE PLAYING FIELDS 

5. With reference to paragraph 31 of the Minute of the meeting of the Community Services Committee 
held on 31 August 1999, Councillor Logue, Convener of the Community Services Committee, 
seconded by Councillor Robertson, moved, in terms of Standing Order No. 48 that Standing Order 
No. 29 be suspended to permit further consideration of the matter. On a vote being taken the motion 
for the suspension of Standing Orders was carried by 47 votes to 11, thus obtaining the necessary two 
thirds majority of members present and voting. 

Councillor Logue, seconded by Councillor Robertson, then moved that under the heading “Decided” 
the following words be added to sub paragraph (6) thereof after the word “on” in the first line, the word 
“current” and after the word “area” in the third line the words “subject to the availability of funding”. 

Councillor Lyle, seconded by Councillor M. Murray, moved that the minute remain unaltered. 

On a vote being taken 13 Members voted for the amendment and 46 Members voted for the motion, 
which was accordingly declared carried. 

Decided: that under the heading “Decided” the following words be added to sub-paragraph (6), 
after the word “on” in the first line, the word “current” and after the word “area” in the 
third line the words “subject to the availability of funding”. 
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(2) ADOPTION AND MAINTENANCE OF LAND WITHIN CARRICKSTONE, CUMBERNAULD 

6. With reference to paragraph 46 of the Minute of the meeting of the Community Services Committee 
held on 31 August 19991, the Council on the motion of Councillor Logue;Convener of the Community 
Services Committee, agreed in terms of Standing Order No. 48, that Standing Order No. 29 be 
suspended to permit further consideration of the matter. 

Councillor Logue then moved that under the heading “Decided” sub-paragraph (2) thereof be deleted 
and substituted by the following:- 

“that the Director of Planning and Environment submit to a future meeting a report (a) on the merits of 
the Petition, and (b) on the current policy on the adoption and maintenance of open spaces throughout 
North Lanarkshire”. 

Decided: that under the heading “Decided” sub-paragraph (2) thereof be deleted and substituted 
by the following:- 

“that the Director of Planning and Environment submit to a future meeting a report (a) 
on the merits of the Petition, and (b) on the current policy on the adoption and 
maintenance of open spaces throughout North Lanarkshire”. 

EDUCATION COMMITTEE - 31 AUGUST 1999 - “THE “CURRICULUM OF THE SECONDARY 
SCHOOL” - CONSULTATION DOCUMENT” 

7. With reference to paragraph 24 of the Minute of the meeting of the Education Committee held on 
31 August 1999, the Council on the motion of Councillor Morgan, Vice-Convener of the Education 
Committee, agreed in terms of Standing Order No. 48, that Standing Order No. 29 be suspended to 
permit further consideration of the matter. 

Councillor Morgan then moved that under the heading “Decided” the following words be added to 
sub-paragraph (2) after the word “Committee”:- 

“and a description and programme of the intended consultation process”. 

Decided: that under the heading “Decided” the following words be added to sub-paragraph (2) 
after the word Committee:- 

“and a description and programme of the intended consultation process.” 

HOUSING AND PROPERTY SERVICES COMMITTEE - 1 SEPTEMBER 1999 - HOUSING 
ALLOCATION POLICY 

8. With reference to paragraph 12 of the Minute of the meeting of the Housing and Property Services 
Committee held on 1 September 1999 Councillor McLaughlin, Convener of the Housing and Property 
Services Committee moved (1) that corrections be made to line 4, sub-paragraph (3) by substituting 
the word “further” for the word “future” and the word “this” for the word ‘‘their”, and (2) that similar 
corrections be made under the heading “Decided” at line 4, sub-paragraph (3). 

Decided: 

(1) that corrections be made to line 4, sub-paragraph (3) by substituting the word “further” for the 
word “future” and the word “this” for the word “their”, and 

(2) that similar corrections be made under the heading “Decided” at line 4, sub-paragraph (3). 
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POLICY AND RESOURCES COMMllTEE - 7 SEPTEMBER 1999 - TIMETABLE OF MEETINGS 

9. With reference to paragraph 13 of the Minute of the meeting of the Policy and Resources Committee 
held on 7 September 1999, the Council, on the motion of Councillor Sullivan, Vice-Convener of the 
Social Work Committee, agreed in terms of Standing Order No. 48, that Standing Order No. 29 be 
suspended to permit further consideration of the matter. 

Councillor Sullivan then moved that in relation to the timetable of meetings which had been approved 
for the next two cycles, that the second cycle of meetings be altered to accommodate the switching of 
the date of the Social Work (Planning and Administration) Sub-Committee to the date of the Social 
Work (Operations and Services) Sub-Committee and vice-versa. 

Decided: that the second cycle of meetings be altered to accommodate the switching of the date 
of the Social Work (Planning and Administration) Sub-Committee to the date of the 
Social Work (Operations and Services) Sub-Committee and vice-versa, the dates and 
times of the meetings as altered being as follows:- 

Social Work (Operations and Services) Sub-Committee - Tuesday, 9 November 1999 
at 11 am. 

Social Work (Planning and Administration) Sub-Committee - Tuesday, 16 November 
1999 at 11 am. 

REMITS FROM COMMITTEES 

(1) SOCIAL WORK COMMITTEE - 24 AUGUST 1999 - ADVISORY COMMITTEE ON INSPECTION - 
APPOINTMENT OF TWO MEMBERS OF SOCIAL WORK COMMllTEE 

10. Reference was made to paragraph 16 of the Minute of the meeting of the Social Work Committee held 
on 24 August 199 when the Committee, having considered a report dated 17 August 1999 by the 
Director of Social work regarding the operation of the Advisory Committee on Inspection over the past 
two years and proposing a future structure and terms of reference for the Committee, had agreed inter 
- alia, that the appointment of two members of the Social Work Committee to serve on the Advisory 
Committee on Inspection be remitted to this meeting of the Council. 

Decided: that Councillors Love and Lunny be appointed to serve on the Advisory Committee on 
Inspection. 

(2) COMMUNITY SERVICES COMMITTEE 

(a) CORPORATE MILLENNIUM WORKING GROUP - EVENTS AND ISSUES 

11. Reference was made to paragraph 9 of the Minute of the meeting of the Community Services 
Committee held on 31 August 1999 when the Committee, having considered a report dated 5 August 
1999 by the Director of Community Services regarding events, issues and arrangements relating to 
the Millennium, had agreed, inter alia, that consideration of action to be taken in respect of provisional 
bookings by individuals and Community Groups for the use of Council leisure or community facilities 
on 31 December 1999 and into 1 January 2000 be remitted to this meeting of the Council. 

In this connection there was submitted a further report (docketed) dated 13 September 1999 by the 
Director of Community Services (1) outlining (a) the position relating to facility opening hours and 
availability for let at the arrival of the new millennium; (b) the staffing implications, and (c) the costs 
involved, and (2) recommending (a) that facilities which are designated emergency planning centres 
are made available for let and that alternative emergency planning arrangements are made in 
conjunction with the Chief Executive; (b) that the current requests for hire be granted on the basis of 
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the first request received, subject to the staffing provisions outlined in the report; (c) that additional 
costs, resulting from the millennium, be recharged to centre users, and (d) that staffing arrangements 
outlined in the report be approved. 

Councillor Logue, Convener of the Community Services Committee, moved that the Council agree (1) 
that facilities which are designated emergency planning centres are, where possible, made available 
for let and that alternative emergency planning arrangements are sought in conjunction with the Chief 
Executive; (2) (a) that the current requests for hire be granted on the basis of the first request received 
provided that the proposed hirer lives within the boundaries of North Lanarkshire, and (b) that the 
proposed charges be in accordance with the previously agreed public holiday charges with the 
exception of commercial lets who will pay the increased charges as outlined in the report; (3) that the 
Director of Community Services make a risk assessment to ensure that appropriate staffing is 
provided to resource all proposed bookings, and (4) that all costs incurred as a result of the above be 
met from the Millennium Budget and that in order to progress this the report should be submitted to 
the Policy and Resources Committee. 

Decided: 

(1) that facilities which are designated emergency planning centres are, where possible, made 
available for let and that alternative emergency planning arrangements are sought in 
conjunction with the Chief Executive; 

(2) (a) that the current requests for hire be granted on the basis of the first request received 
provided that the proposed hirer lives within the boundaries of North Lanarkshire, and 

(b) that the proposed charges be in accordance with the previously agreed public holiday 
charges with the exception of commercial lets who will pay the increased charges as 
outlined in the report; 

(3) that the Director of Community Services make a risk assessment to ensure that appropriate 
staffing is provided to resource all proposed bookings, and 

that all costs incurred as a result of the above be met from the Millennium Budget and that in 
order to progress this the report should be submitted to the Policy and Resources Committee. 

(4) 

(b) PROPOSED CLOSURE OF CLELAND ARTS SCHOOLHOUSE 

12. Reference was made to paragraph 39 of the Minute of the meeting of the Community Services 
Committee held on 31 August 1999 when the Committee, having considered a report dated 21 July 
1999 by the Director of Community Services regarding the proposed closure of Cleland Arts 
Schoolhouse, had agreed that consideration of the matter be continued to this meeting. 

Decided: that consideration of the matter be continued to the next meeting of the Community 
Services Committee. 

(c) GREENHEAD MOSS COMMUNITY NATURE PARK - ESTABLISHMENT OF GREENHEAD 
MOSS COMMUNITY TRUST - NOMINATION OF DIRECTORS 

13. Reference was made to paragraph 47 of the Minute of the meeting of the Community Services 
Committee held on 31 August 1999 when the Committee, having considered a joint report dated 
12 August 1999 by the Directors of Community Services and Planning and Environment (1) regarding 
the establishment of Greenhead Moss Community Trust, and (2) advising that the Trust was seeking 
nominations from the Council to its Board of Directors, had agreed (a) that the Directors of Community 
Services and Planning and Environment per their nominees be nominated to represent the Council on 
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the Board of Greenhead Moss Community Trust, and (b) that consideration of the nomination of two 
elected Members to represent the Council on the Board be remitted to this meeting of the Council. 

Decided: that Councillors Love and Pentland be nominated to represent the Council on the Board 
of Directors of Greenhead Moss Community Trust. 

RESIGNATION OF COUNCILLOR WALLACE FROM LICENSING BOARD 

14. It was reported that Councillor Wallace had intimated his resignation from the Licensing Board and a 
new appointment required to be considered. 

Decided: that Councillor Cassidy be appointed to serve on the Licensing Board. 

RESIGNATION OF COUNCILLOR SMITH FROM COMMUNITY SERVICES (COMMUNITY 
DEVELOPMENT) SUB-COMMITTEE 

15. It was reported that Councillor Smith had intimated his resignation from the Community Services 
(Community Development) Sub-Committee and a new appointment required to be considered. 

Decided: that Councillor Shields be appointed to serve on the Community Services (Community 
Development) Sub-Committee. 

The Chair being of the opinion that the following item of business was competent, relevant and urgent, 
authorised its consideration to allow the necessary appointment to be made and exercised his 
discretion to vary the order of business to consider the item at this stage of the meeting. 

RESIGNATION OF COUNCILLOR LOVE FROM SOCIAL WORK (OPERATIONS AND SERVICES) 
SUB-COMMITTEE 

16. It was reported that Councillor Love had intimated his resignation from the Social Work (Operations 
and Services) Sub-Committee and a new appointment required to be considered. 

Decided: that Councillor Sullivan be appointed to serve on the Social Work (Operations and 
Services) Sub-Committee. 

APPOINTMENTS TO PRISON VISITING COMMITTEES 

17. With reference to paragraph 8 of the Minute of the meeting of the Council held on 30 June 1999 when 
the Council, inter alia, had approved the appointments of elected members to Prison Visiting 
Committees, there was submitted a report dated 8 September 1999 by the Director of Administration 
(1) advising of the requirement to appoint non-elected members to Prison Visiting Committees, and (2) 
indicating that the Council’s Prison Visiting Appointments Panel had (a) met on 12 August and 
6 September 1999 to interview applicants interested in becoming Prison Visitors, and (b) 
recommended the appointment of Prison Visitors to serve on the Barlinnie, Longriggend, Low Moss 
and Shotts Prison Visiting Committees. In relation to the appointments to Longriggend Prison Visiting 
Committee the Council were advised that the recommended appointment of Councillor Campbell 
Cameron which is shown in the report as a non-elected member appointment should be considered as 
an elected member appointment. 
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Decided: that the following appointments be made to the undernoted Prison Visiting 
Committees- 

Barlinnie Prison Visiting Committee 

Ms. Marian Owens, 3 Albert Quadrant, Holytown 
Mr. Alan Devlin, 49 lnchwood Road, Westfield, Cumbernauld 

Longriggend Prison Visiting Committee 

Mr. John Dornan, Leabank, 27A Commonhead Street, Airdrie 
Mr. Jarnes Gallacher, 7 Main Street, Plains 
Councillor Campbell Cameron (appointed as elected member representative) 

Low Moss Prison Visiting Committee 

Ms. Sara Clark, 12 Cheviot Road, Hamilton 
Mr. Patrick Moran, 2 Green Gardens, Cleland 

Shotts Prison Visiting Committee 

Mr. Michael Baxter, 41 Douglas Street, Motherwell 
Mrs. Jane Dunnachie, 12 Graystonelee Road, Dykehead, Shotts 
Mr. Andrew Jordan, Kallheme, 8 Gainburn Gardens, Cumbernauld 
Mr. Stephen Vincent Murray, 3A Laird’s Hill, Cumbernauld 
Mr. Marcus Parham, 13 Grosvenor Crescent, Hillhead, Glasgow 
Mr. John Sim, 17 Robertson Way, Livingston 

A FINANCIAL FRAMEWORK FOR THE SCOTTISH PARLIAMENT - A CONSULTATION PAPER 

18. There was submitted a report (docketed) dated 6 September 1999 by the Director of Finance 
intimating (1) that the Scottish Executive had recently published a consultative document entitled “A 
Framework for the Scottish Parliament”, the main purpose of which is to put in place clear rules and 
procedures for the setting and approval of budgets by the Scottish Parliament; (2) that the framework 
will be presented in the form of an Accountability, Budgeting and Audit Bill which will establish a 
system for holding the Scottish Executive accountable to the Parliament and will also provide a 
mechanism for effective and independent financial and value for money audit; (3) that it is anticipated 
that the framework will be in place by the end of 1999 to enable Parliament to scrutinise budget 
proposals for the year 2000/01; (4) that COSLA had sought comments on the document by 20 August 
1999 with views requested specifically on budget approvals; the structure of Audit Scotland (a single 
public audit body), and qualifications required by auditors, and (5) that a response had been sent to 
COSLA outlining the Council’s views, as detailed in the report. 

Decided: that the proposals outlined in the consultation document and the possible effect for local 
government, as detailed in the report, be noted and that the action taken to submit 
comments on behalf of the Council be homologated. 

The Chair being of the opinion that the following item of business was competent, relevant and urgent, 
authorised its consideration to allow the necessary appointments to be made and exercised his 
discretion to vary the order of business to consider the item at this stage of the meeting. 
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ELECTED MEMBER NOMINATIONS TO THE FOSTERING AND ADOPTION PANEL 

19. There was submitted a report dated 16 September 1999 by the Director of Social Work (1) advising 
that there has been a steady increase in the business dealt with by the Fostering .and Adoption Panel, 
and (2) seeking approval to increase the number of elected members nominated to the Panel from 
three to five. 

Decided: 

(1) that the increase in elected members to the Fostering and Adoption Panel from three to five 
be approved, and 

(2) that the following members be appointed to serve on the Fostering and Adoption Panel:- 

Councillors Cassidy, Gordon, McElroy, McKinlay and Stocks. 

It was agreed in terms of Section 50A(4) of the Local Government (Scotland) Act 1973, that the public 
be excluded from the meeting for the following item of business on the grounds that it involves the 
likely disclosure of exempt information as defined in paragraphs 6 and 8 of Part 1 of Schedule 7A of 
the Act. 

REMIT FROM COMMUNITY SERVICES COMMITTEE - 31 AUGUST 1999 - PRIVATWPUBLIC 
PARTNERSHIP - SYNTHETIC SPORTS SURFACES 

20. Reference was made to paragraph 56 of the Minute of the meeting of the Community Services 
Committee held on 31 August 1999 when the Committee had remitted, for consideration by the 
Council, a report dated 23 August 1999 by the Director of Community Services (1) updating the 
Committee regarding the discussions with the Directors of Administration and Finance, and with 
ERDC In Partnership Limited (ERDC (IP)) with a view to creating a Private/Public Partnership to (a) 
renew four existing synthetic pitch surfaces; (b) construct eleven new 5-a-side areas, and (c) construct 
one new full sized pitch area, these facilities to be provided at various locations throughout North 
Lanarkshire; (2) providing costs for the construction and associated works which it was proposed 
would be paid back over 17 years through income generated from the replacement of the surfaces 
and additional new pitches; (3) outlining the background and budgetary implications; (4) advising of the 
project proposals and legal and financial issues, including the proposed establishment of a non-profit 
making company, North Lanarkshire Pitches Limited (NLPL) which would be limited by guarantee, and 
governed by a Board of Directors appointed from North Lanarkshire Council and ERDC (IP), which 
would be in a position to seek funding for the works, and (5) recommending appropriate action. 
Councillor Logue, seconded by Councillor Robertson, moved that the Private/Public Partnership 
agreement with ERDC (IP) be approved subject to:- 

(a) a satisfactory best value evaluation being undertaken; 

(b) a full financial assessment being carried out to ensure no detriment to the Council; 

(c) appropriate legal documents being concluded, and 

(d) appropriate planning and building consents being obtained. 

Councillor Lyle, seconded by Councillor G. Murray, moved as an amendment that consideration of the 
matter be continued pending further information being obtained with regard to determining the level of 
charges. 

On a vote being taken 11 Members voted for the amendment and 45 members voted for the motion, 
which was accordingly declared carried. 
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~~ ~~ 

Decided: 

(1) 

that the Private/Public Partnership agreement with ERDC (IP) be approved subject to:- 

a satisfactory best value evaluation being undertaken; 

(2) 

(3) 

(4) 

a full financial assessment being carried out to ensure no detriment to the Council; 

appropriate legal documents being concluded, and 

appropriate planning and building consents being obtained. 
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