
AGENDA ITEM No, .&!!&> 
North Lanarkshire Council 

To: The Education Committee 

From: Director of Education 

Report 

Subject: 

Review of non-denominational primary 
school provision in Abronhill 

I Date: October 1999 I 
I Ref: MONIJP 

Purpose and Content 

The attached report is a consultative document that reviews the education provision 
for primary age non-denominational pupils in the Abronhill area of Cumbernauld. 
The closure of Glenhead Primary School is proposed. 

Recommendations 

It is recommended that: 

1 The Education Committee agrees to adopt the following proposals: 

that Glenhead Primary School be closed at the end of session 
1999/2000 and that the pupils at present in attendance or who would 
have attended Glenhead Primary School transfer to Abronhill Primary 
School, Whitelees Primary School or Cumbernauld Primary School 
from August 2000 in accordance with the map in appendices 2 and 3. 

that from August 2000, the designated catchment areas for Abronhill 
be the existing catchment area plus Gean Court, Hawthorn Road, Birch 
Road, Elm Drive, Oak Road, Larch Court, Larch Grove and Larch 
Road which are within the existing Glenhead catchment area. 

that from August 2000, the catchment area for Whitelees Primary be 
the existing catchment area plus Pine Place, Pine Grove, Pine Cresc., 
Almond Road, Maple Court and Hornbeam Road which are within the 
existing Glenhead catchment area. 

that from August 2000, the Westerwood area currently zoned to 
Glenhead Primary School be zoned to Cumbernauld Primary School. 

that from August 2000, the rural areas, in accordance with the map in 
appendix 4, be zoned to Whitelees Primary School. 



2 This report be issued as a consultative document and made available to all 
interested parties 

3 All interested parties, including the relevant school boards, be asked to make 
written representation on the proposal to the Director of Education, Municipal 
Buildings, Kildonan Street, Coatbridge, no later than 30 November 1999. 

4 The Director of Education prepare a report on the results of the consultative 
process for consideration at a future meeting of the Education Committee. 

Members wishing further information regarding the attached report should contact: 

Michael O’Neill, Director of Education on 01236-812336 
Murdo Maciver, Head of Service on 0 1236-8 12269 
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(Scotland) Regulations 198 1. 



North Lanarkshire Council 

Abronhill Primary School 
Glenhead Primary School 
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Review of Non-Denominational Primary School Provision in Abronhill 

Report by the Director of Education 

1 Background 

1.1 At its meeting in September 1998, the education committee considered the 
current provision of primary schools in the authority and agreed that priority 
should be given to a review of schools in Cumbemauld 

1.2 The main concerns underpinning this decision are the following. In aggregate, 
there are too many primary school places and closures can be justified on value 
for money grounds. In addition, there exists a geographical disparity between 
school location and housing developments. The provision of schools north of 
the A80 is inadequate and pupils are zoned to relatively distant schools on the 
south side of the town. 

1.3 In broad terms, the committee approved for Cumbemauld: 

(a) the development of new provision north of the A80 and the possible 
consolidation of existing primary schools in the town. 

(b) the retention by education of any capital receipts and revenue savings 
from the area and their allocation to the building of the new schools 
north of the A80 and the upgrading of the remaining primary schools. 

2 Abronhill 

2.1 At present, Abronhill is served by three non-denominational primary schools. 
These are shown in appendix 1. 

3 The Non Denominational Primary Schools in Abronhill 

3.1 The location of Abronhill is shown in appendix 1 

3.2 All three schools require varying degrees of refurbishment and the ideal 
maintenance expenditure for the five year period 1999-2004 is shown below. 

I School I Maintenance Costs I 

I Whitelees Primarv School I E247.469 I 



3.3 The accommodation at Abronhill Primary School consists of 14 classrooms, 
large gymnasidstage area, dining hallkitchen, tutorial area, noisy/quiet 
space, GP space and the usual ancillary facilities including toilets, storage 
areas, janitation facilities and offices. The school has a ramp for use by 
physically impaired pupils. In addition, the school has an ash football pitch and 
generous playground and car parking facilities. 

Year 1999/2000 2002 2004 2006 
Roll 29 1 282 269 25 1 

3.4 Based on a maximum class size of 30 in P1 to P3, the school has a capacity of 
444 and a current occupancy level of 66%. 

2008 
246 

The current and projected roll, including existing placing requests, is as 
follows:- 

Year 1999/2000 2002 2004 2006 
Roll 212 208 204 176 

2008 
171 

3.5 The accommodation at Glenhead Primary School consists of 14 
classrooms, gymnasium, dining area, a large activity space, a project area and 

the usual ancillary facilities including toilets, storage areas, j anitation facilities 
and offices. The school has no facilities for physically impaired pupils. In 
addition, the school has an ash football pitch and generous playground 
facilities. Car parking facilities are inadequate. 

Year 1999/2000 2002 2004 2006 
Roll 295 262 25 1 25 1 

3.6 Based on a maximum class size of 30 in P1 to P3, the school has a capacity of 
444 and a current occupancy level of 48%. 

2008 
246 

The current and projected roll, including placing requests, is as follows:- 

3.7 The accommodation at Whitelees Primary School consists of 14 
classrooms, large gymnasiuddining area, 3 activity areas, 1 GP room, a 
tutorialheminar room and the usual ancillary facilities including toilets, 
storage areas, janitation facilities and offices. The school has a ramp and toilet 
for physically impaired pupils. In addition, the school has an ash football pitch 
and generous playground facilities. Car parking facilities are adequate. 

3.8 Based on a maximum class size of 30 in P1 to P3, the school has a capacity of 
444 and a current occupancy level of 66%. 

The current and projected roll, including existing placing requests, is as 
follows:- 



It should be noted that these roll projections are based on 1999/2000 school 
rolls and contain 23 children who currently reside in areas north of the A80. In 
session 1998/1999, the total number of pupils attending the three N.D. primary 
schools in Abronhill was 809. In session 1999/2000, this number has reduced 
to 798. 

4 Arguments for Change 

4.1 The total primary school population attending the three non-denominational 
schools in Abronhill during session 1999/2000 is 798. Allowing maximum 
class sizes of 30 from P1 to P7, the three schools could accommodate a total of 
1260 children. There is a total of 462 unoccupied places in the three schools. A 
reduction in the number of schools will reduce the number of surplus places 

4.2 At present, Westerwood, an area of rapid housing development to the north of 
the A80 is currently zoned to Glenhead Primary School. Unfortunately, this 
zoning arrangement has been unsuccessful. Very few children make the 
journey from Westerwood to Glenhead and consequently vacant spaces 
remain. Parents from Westerwood apply for placing requests to other schools 
and this has created major accommodation problems at Cumbernauld Primary 
School . 

4.3 The three schools require substantial refurbishments and the maintenance costs 
are high. Therefore, there are strong arguments for reducing the number of 
schools to release funding that can be used to improve the building, 
accommodation and teaching resources at the remaining schools. 

5 The Proposal for Future Primary Provision in Abronhill and its 
Implications 

5.1 The Proposal 

It is proposed that Glenhead Primary School should be closed and that its 
catchment should be divided between Abronhill Primary School and Whitelees 
Primary School. 

The Glenhead Primary School catchment should reallocated as follows:- 

* Gean Court, Hawthorn Road, Birch Road, Elm Drive, Oak Road, Larch 
Court, Larch Grove and Larch Road to be zoned to Abronhill Primary. 

0 Pine Place, Pine Grove, Pine Cresc., Almond Road, Maple Court and 
Hornbeam Road to be zoned to Whitelees Primary. 



0 The Westenvood area, which lies to the north of the A80 and which is 
currently zoned to Glenhead Primary School, to be zoned to Cumbernauld 
Primary School in the interim. 

Pupils attending Glenhead Primary School as the result of placing requests 
to attend Abronhill Primary School or the school in their catchment area. 

The rural area to the south of Abronhill to be zoned to Whitelees Primary 
School. 

Maps showing these arrangements are included in appendix 2-4. 

5.2 Arguments for the closure of Glenhead Primary School 

0 Glenhead Primary School is situated between Abronhill Primary School 
and Whitelees Primary School. Geographically, it makes more sense to 
retain two primary schools one of which is found in the west and the other 
in the east of Abronhill 

Glenhead Primary has the smallest school roll. Therefore, this closure will 
cause the least disruption to the school community. 

0 The Glenhead building is in the poorest state of repair. 

5.3 Implications of the proposal 

5.3.1 

5.3.2 

5.3.3. 

5.3.4. 

All pupils will benefit from the proposed change. The staffing 
allocation to each school will be increased after the change. A wider 
range of teacher expertise, including learning support, will be available 
in each school. 

Abronhill High School is the associated secondary for the three non- 
denominational primary schools in Abronhill. Primary - Secondary 
liaison should be easier to timetable on a more regular basis with fewer 
number of schools involved. 

The schools are geographically close .Most children will still live 
within one mile of their zoned school. 

As indicated in 1.3, any savings from the review process will be 
reinvested to upgrade the remaining buildings and accommodation, and 
to improve teaching and learning resources. As a result, the facilities 
available will more effectively meet the needs of the modern 
curriculum. 



5.4 New School Rolls 

I Year I 1999/2000 I 2002 

5.4.1 Including pupils living north of A80. 

2004 2006 2008 

The closure of Glenhead Primary School and the re-zoning of part of 
its present roll to Abronhill P.S. would result immediately in a joint roll 
of 401, This figure includes placing requests and pupils living north of 
the A80. Based on a projected maximum class size of 30, the school 
will have a capacity of 420. 

Year 
Roll 

Taking account of these factors, the joint roll projection for Abronhill 
P.S. would be:- 

1999/2000 2002 2004 2006 2008 
388 378 3 64 335 328 

Year 1999/2000 2002 2004 
Roll 387 346 328 

2006 2008 
3 14 3 07 

Similarly, the re-zoning of part of the present Glenhead catchment to 
Whitelees P.S. would result immediately in a joint roll of 397. Based 
on a projected maximum class size of 30, the school will have a 
capacity of 420. This figure includes placing requests and pupils 
living north of the A80. Taking account of these factors, the joint roll 
projection for Whitelees P.S. would be:- 

5.4.2 Excluding pupils living north of A80 

If the 23 pupils who live in areas north of the A80 were to be rezoned 
to Cumbernauld Primary School and eventually to a new N.D. school 
in Carrickstone, the roll projections for Abronhill and Whitelees, 
including existing placing requests, would be as follows:- 

Abronhill 

Whitelees. 



5.5 Staffing 

Abronhill Primary 
Whitelees Primary 

The closure of Glenhead Primary School and the transfer of its pupils to 
Abronhill and Whitelees Primary Schools will have implications for teaching 
and non-teaching staff. All members of staff will be fully consulted about their 
fbture, as will the appropriate trade unions. The particular wishes of each 
member of staff will be taken into account. 

3 
3 

Abronhill Primary School and Whitelees Primary School would benefit from a 
temporary enhancement of staffing standards. The enhancement will be for 
two school sessions and, based on the combined rolls would be as follows: 

School Abronhill Glenhead 
Budget &540,0 14 &427,112 

I School I FTE Enhancement I 

Whitelees Total 
&499,6 15 &1,466,741 

School 
Budget 

5.6 Transport 

Abronhill Whitelees Total 
&678,645 &633,177 &1,3 1 1,822 

In accordance with North Lanarkshire Council policy, free transport will be 
provided for children living more than one mile away from their local primary 
school by the shortest, safe walking route. As a result of this proposal, an 
estimated 30 pupils may be eligible for free transport. 

5.7 Community Use of Schools 

The community makes substantial use of the three school buildings and any 
use, which is affected by closure, will be relocated. 

5.8 Secondarv Education 

Further discussions and proposals regarding the implications for secondary 
education will be dealt with in a further paper to the education committee. 

6 Financial Implications 

6.2 The revised budget for the remaining two schools would be as follows:- 



6.3 The annual budget savings at 1999-2000 prices will be &154,919. This does 
not include the cost of any short term staffing enhancement. 

6.4 The budget figures shown above include the following:- 
(a) Employee costs 
(b) Property costs 
(c) Supplies and Services 
(d) Administration costs 
(e) Income 

6.5 The estimated additional transport costs as a result of this proposal is &17,000 
per school year. 

7 Summary of Proposals 

7.1 It is proposed that Glenhead Primary School should be closed at the end of 
session 1999/2000 and that pupils from its delineated area should transfer to 
Abronhill Primary School or Whitelees Primary School or Cumbernauld 
Primary School with effect from August 2000. 

7.2 The Westenvood area currently zoned to Glenhead Primary School 
should be re-zoned to Cumbernauld Primary School (appendix 3). 

7.3 The rural area to the south of Abronhill should be zoned to Whitelees Primary 
School (appendix 4) 

8 Recommendations 

It is recommended that: 

1 The Education Committee agrees to adopt the following proposals: 

(a) that Glenhead Primary School be closed at the end of session 
1999/2000 and that the pupils at present in attendance or who would 
have attended Glenhead Primary School transfer to Abronhill Primary 
School, Whitelees Primary School or Cumbernauld Primary School 
from August 2000 in accordance with the map in appendices 2 and 3. 

(b) that from August 2000, the designated catchment areas for Abronhill 
be the existing catchment area plus Gean Court, Hawthorn Road, Birch 
Road, Elm Drive, Oak Road, Larch Court, Larch Grove and Larch 
Road which are within the existing Glenhead catchment area. 



(c ) that from August 2000, the catchment area for Whitelees Primary be 
the existing catchment area plus Pine Place, Pine Grove, Pine Cresc., 
Almond Road, Maple Court and Hornbeam Road which are within the 
existing Glenhead catchment area. 

(d) that from August 2000, the Westerwood area currently zoned to 
Glenhead Primary School be zoned to Cumbernauld Primary School. 

(f) that from August 2000, the rural areas, in accordance with the map in 
appendix 4, be zoned to Whitelees Primary School. 

3 This report be issued as a consultative document and made available to all 
interested parties 

3 All interested parties, including the relevant school boards, be asked to make 
written representation on the proposal to the Director of Education, Municipal 
Buildings, Kildonan Street, Coatbridge, no later than 30 November 1999. 

4 The Director of Education prepare a report on the results of the consultative 
process for consideration at a future meeting of the Education Committee. 

MM/JP 
October 1999 



I _- 
I 

r
l
 

W
 
a
 E
 
a
 

.rr 

Q
) 

? 





I b 




