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Purpose 

The purpose of this report is to request the Policy and Resources (Community Development) Sub 
Committee to consider an additional funding award of 22,400 to Cumbernauld and Kilsyth 
Unemployed Workers Centre to pay rent and rates for the outreach premises in King Street, Kilsyth. 

Background 

The main operational base of Cumbernauld and Kilsyth Unemployed Workers Centre is located 
within Cumbernauld town centre, however, the project has provided an outreach service from 
premises in Kilsyth for the past ten years. 

Prior to local government re-organisation the premises were owned by the former Strathclyde 
Regional Council and leased to the Unemployed Workers Centre. The annual revenue grant 
awarded to the Unemployed Workers Centre by the former Cumbernauld and Kilsyth District 
Council included funding to pay the rent for the premises in Kilsyth. It is understood that the 
District Council deducted this element of the grant at source and paid the rent directly to the 
Regional Council on behalf of the Unemployed Workers Centre. 

At the time of local government reorganisation the grant funding awarded to the Unemployed 
Workers Centre by the former District Council transferred to the Chief Executive’s Department of 
North Lanarkshire Council with the exception of the rent budget, the sum of f2,500. This budget 
was inherited by North Lanarkshire Council under the heading “Cumbernauld and Kilsyth District 
Council Chambers Budget”, and has since been held in an “Office Accommodation” budget within 
the Planning and Development Department. 

It should be noted that ownership of the premises has also now transferred to North Lanarkshire 
Council as a consequence of local government reorganisation. 

During the first year after reorganisation, 1996/97, the issue of rent liability did not arise since the 
premises were closed as part of a redevelopment project undertaken by a local housing association 
who occupy the upper floors of the premises. 

During 1997/98 the Unemployed Workers Centre moved back into the premises and the outreach 
service resumed. 

Present Position 

Since local government reorganisation the Unemployed Workers Centre has received core funding 
through annual grant aid from the Chief Executive’s, Education and Social Work Departments. 

It should be noted that none of these awards include an element of funding to pay rent for the 
outreach premises in Kilsyth. Accordingly, this matter was identified during the latter half of 



3.3 

3.4 

3.5 

4.0 

4.1 

1997/98 when the Planning and Development Department invoiced the Unemployed Workers 
Centre directly for rent due on the premises. 

The budget awarded previously by the District Council to pay the rent has now been located, as 
described previously in paragraph 2.3 above. 

In order to clarify and standardise the matter, this budget of f2,500 has now been transferred to the 
Chief Executive's Payments to Agencies and Other Bodies budget 1998/99 and it is suggested that 
sufficient funding from this sum be awarded to the Unemployed Workers Centre as an additional 
element to the 1998/99 grant of f22,OOO awarded previously on 17 March 1998 by the Policy and 
Resources Committee. The project would then assume liability to pay the rent. 

It is understood that the outstanding rent due in the latter half of 1997/98 has been cancelled by the 
Council. The rent due in 1998/99 is some 22,000 (f166.67 per month), however, there is also an 
outstanding rates invoice for the sum of f373.43 dating to 1995/96. After this date the building was 
reassessed and a nil rateable value allocated. It is therefore suggested that a grant of f2,400 be 
awarded to fund the rent in 1998/99 and the outstanding rates account. 

Recommendation 

The Policy and Resources (Community Development) Sub Committee is requested to 

(i) note the transfer of the sum of &2,500 from the Planning and Development Office 
Accomodation budget to the Chief Executive's Payments to Agencies and Other Bodies 
Budget 1998/99. 

agree to award an additional &2,400 to Cumbernauld and Kilsyth Unemployed Workers 
Centre in respect of the rent for the outreach premises in Kilsyth in this financial year and to 
fund the outstanding rates account from 1995/96 also in respect of these premises; and 

otherwise note the contents of this report. 
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*hief Executive 


