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Introduction 

The purpose of this report is to provide the Sub-Committee with details of the Seminar held 
on Wednesday 3rd December 1997 to mark European Day of Disabled Persons. 

BackFound 

The 3rd December 1997 marked the 5th European Day of Disabled Persons. To mark the 
event, the Council in partnership with North Lanarkshire Coalition of Disabled Groups, 
hosted a seminar which provided an opportunity for representatives and members of disabled 
groups to come together and explore the issues which S e c t  disabled people. 

The theme of the event and of the European Day was ‘Empowerment of Disabled People - 
Building Civil Dialogue’ and, at an early stage, discussion took place with representatives of 
the North Lanarkshire Coalition of Disabled Groups to ensure that this theme was not only 
prevalent on the day, but that the planning arrangements promoted empowerment and 
contributed to a proper sense of partnership between the Council and the Coalition. 

Planning Stage 

In early discussion with the Coalition representatives, the Council was advised of the issues 
which the Coalition representatives felt were most sigdicant in the lives of disabled people, 
namely 

Services to children with disabilities ; 
Access ; 
Consultation and Community Care ; 
Equal Opportunities. 

Further discussions identified the most effective way for these issues to be explored and it 
was agreed that a workshop on each topic would be held with representatives of the 
Coalition chairing the workshops and officers of the council providing an input which would 
highhght Council’s activities in areas. 
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5.2.1 

Advertising and promotion of the Seminar was done through the local press and by 
invitations sent to all Disabled Groups within the North Lanarkshire area. The Coalition was 
keen to ensure that the event was not restricted to physical disability and every attempt was 
made to ensure that all disabled groups were contacted (approximately 140 organisations). 

To ensure maximum attendance, transport to the Seminar was made available on request. 
This was co-ordinated through Environmental Services Department’s Transport Division and 
8 delegates were provided with transport. 

The location of the seminar was also of crucial importance, not only had it to be within 
reasonable distance from all parts of North Lanarkshire, but that the building was accessible 
to disabled people. Gartlea Community Centre, Airdrie was identified and with minor 
temporary adaptations to the car parking area offered the best accommodation, limiting any 
access difficulties for delegates. 

The Seminar 

The Seminar was attended by 33 delegates representing a range of groups and organisations 
in North Lanarkshire, included in this number were staff from Ashcraig School and St 
Margarets High School. The Council was represented by Councillors Maginnis, McCulloch 
and McLeod with officers from Chief Executives, Social Work, Planning and Development 
Departments providing support to the workshops and the Seminar as a whole. 

The Seminar began with an informal lunch providing delegates with the opportunity to renew 
acquaintances and exchange news from the different organisations present. At 1.15pm the 
Seminar was opened by A p e s  Pasco of North Lanarkshire Coalition of Disabled Groups. In 
her opening comments Mrs Pasco highlighted the benefits of hosting such an event stating 
that any opportunity to build ‘civil dialogue’ should be maximised, and she hoped that events 
of this type were the start of an ongoing dialogue between service user and service providers. 

Councillor Maginnis convenor of Policy & Resources Equal Opportunities (Sub Committee) 
was then invited to make the key note address, and in doing so stressed the commitment from 
North Lanarkshire Council to ensure that equality of opportunity is seen as a fbndamental 
principle underpinning the work of the Council. 

Workshous 

Delegates then moved into one of the four workshops. 
summarised the main issues raised in the workshops. 

The following paragraphs 

Services to Children with Disabilities 

This workshop focused on the Children (Scotland ) Act 1995 and its impact on children with 
disabilities and their families. Through discussion the following issues were highlighted. 

Health 

Health and ill health continues to be major issues for children with disabilities and their 
families and absence of apparent priority treatment continues to be a problem. 
Speech and physiotherapy within the school setting requires ongoing support. 



5.2.2 Education 

Assessment should be child centred and actively involve children in the process. A wider 
range of provision requires to be available. Awareness raising training on disabilities and the 
effects on families and children should be provided to schools. 

5.2.3 Community 

Access to and integration of community resources required to be enhanced. Community 
facilities and out of school projects for young people and children requires to be developed. 
Support to voluntary play provision requires to be increased. 

5.2.4 EmpIoyment 

Employment opportunities requires to be increased and new companies should contacted 
with a view to seeking more opportunities. 

5.2.5 Transport 

Public transport and transport of schools within local community requires to be enhanced. 

5.3 Access 

This workshop in recognising that access was an extremely wide issue decided to focus its 
discussion on Disabled Parking, Transport and Access to Public Buildings and Shops. 

5.3.1 Disabled Parking 

Strong views were expressed about the abuse of disabled parking bays by non disabled 
people. The group identified a number of options, however, agreed that the introduction of 
bye-laws seemed to be the only effective solution. 

5.3.2 Transport 

Discussion focused on the range of public transport services available in the UK and abroad. 
The Dial a Bus service was felt to be prohibited by the existing booking systems of 24 hours 
in advance. Public Transport Vehicles should be accessible to wheelchair users. Rail travel 
and access to train stations requires radical review. Voucher scheme for travel use should be 
explored. 

5.3.3 Access to Shops and Public Buildings 

Inadequate ramps and inappropriate doors continue to be the main cause of access 
dficulties. Little or no information about access to buildings compounds the problem. 
Access has to be reviewed comprehensively including access from the roadside and car parks 
to buildings. Consultation with disabled groups on building proposals should take place at 
the earliest stage possible. 
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Equal Opportunities 

The workshop initially focused on the barriers to achieving equal opportunities and then 
moved onto identiQ possible steps that can be taken. 

Empowerment 

Disabled People should be part of the Council Equal Officers Sub Committee and that the 
council should have a nominated councillor and officer who can be contacted on disability 
matters. 

Young People 

Young people should be encouraged to take part in the Coalition. 

Information 

All North Lanarkshire publications should be available in Braille, tape and other languages. 

Ethnic Minority Groups 

Ethnic minority groups are poorly represented in certain disabled groups. 

Consultation and Community Care 

This workshop focused on the existing consultation processes and in doing so identified the 
following issues: 

Consultation 

Consultation should not be restricted to service provision and development and should 
include policy making. 

Information 

Information available to service users requires to be improved. 

Training 

Training courses require to be developed involving users and providers equally. 
Openness and honestly will lead to more effective and efficient of resources. 

Conclusion 

The seminar proved to be a successhl event. By providing an opportunity for disabled people 
to express their views about the Council and the ways in which it provides it services can lead 
to positive partnerships. In closing the Seminar Mrs Pasco called on the Council to see this 
event as the beginning of an ongoing dialogue. 



Recommendation 

It is recommended that the Sub-Committee note the contents of this report. 


