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Motherwell, 16 December 1999 at 1.30 pm. 

A Special Meeting of the EDUCATION COMMITTEE 

PRESENT 

Councillor Gray, Convener; Councillors McKeown and Morgan, Vice-Conveners; Provost McCulloch; 
Councillors Barrie, Brady, Burns, Ceff erty, Clarke, Curley, Curran, Donnelly, Glavin, Grant, Griffin, Holloway, 
Logue, Love, Lyle, McCabe, McCallum, McGhee, H. McGuigan, Mathieson, Moran, G. Murray, M. Murray, 
Pentland, Scott, Smith, Stocks, Sullivan and Wallace; Mr. A. Quinn and Rev. B. Talbot, and Mr. W. Brown and 
Mr. A. Morrice. 

CHAIR 

Councillor Gray (Convener) presided. 

IN ATTENDANCE 

The Head of Central Services, Director of Education, Depute Director of Education, Head of Contracts and 
Provision. 

APOLOGIES 

Councillors Hebenton and Jones. 

The Chair exercised his discretion to alter the Order of Business as hereinafter minuted. 

Provost McCulloch declared an interest and thereupon left the meeting. 

SCHOOLS FOR THE MILLENNIUM - REVIEW OF PRIMARY SCHOOL PROVISION IN 
CUMBERNAULD - RESULTS OF THE CONSULTATION PROCESS 

(1) REVIEW OF NON-DENOMINATIONAL PRIMARY SCHOOL PROVISION FOR CUMBERNAULD 
VILLAGE AND AREAS NORTH OF THE A80 

1. With reference to paragraph 2 of the Minute of the Special Meeting of North Lanarkshire Council held 
on 26 October 1999 when, inter alia, proposals by the Director of Education for non-denominational 
primary school provision for Cumbernauld Village and areas north of the A80 had been approved for 
consultation and the Director of Education had been requested to report on the results of the 
consultation process, there was submitted a report (docketed) dated December 1999 by the Director 
of Education (1) attaching, as Appendix 1 to the report, the consultative document: (2) advising that 
73 written responses and 1 petition had been received in relation to the consultation proposals for 
non-denominational primary school provision for Cumbernauld Village and areas north of the A80 and 
that 170 responses had been received in relation to the review of primary school provision in 
Cumbernauld, details of which were set out in, respectively, Appendices 2 and 3 to the report, and 
(3) summarising and commenting on the views expressed in the responses and petition and, having 
regard thereto, setting out recommendations for non-denominational primary school provision for 
Cumbernauld Village and areas north of the A80. 
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Councillor Gray, seconded by Councillor McKeown, moved 

(1) that with regard to non-denominational primary school provision for Cumbernauld Village and 
areas north of the A80, the following recommendations be approved:- 

(a) that Cumbernauld Primary School be relocated in a new school building in 
Carrickstone, north of Eastfield Road, in accordance with the map attached as 
Appendix 2 to the consultative document; 

(b) that the catchment area of the new school include Cumbernauld Village, Craigmarloch 
east of the Craighalbert roundabout, Carrickstone, Westerwood, Dullatur and 
Castlecary, in accordance with the map attached as Appendix2 to the consultative 
document: 

(c) that Craigmarloch west of the Craighalbert roundabout, be zoned to Eastfield Primary 
School, in accordance with the map attached as Appendix2 to the consultative 
document; 

(d) that from August 2000, the catchment area of the new school as in (b) above, be 
zoned to the existing Cumbernauld Primary School as an interim arrangement, and 

(e) that from August 2000, children living in rural areas currently zoned to Cumbernauld 
Primary School be re-zoned, in accordance with the map attached as Appendix 3 to 
the consultative document, to Melrose, Whitelees or Eastfield Primary Schools; 

(2) that the Scheme of Educational Provision be amended accordingly, and 

(3) that the proposals be submitted for the consent of the Scottish Ministers. 

Councillor G. Murray, seconded by Councillor McCallum, moved, as an amendment, that this 
Committee rejects the recommendations of the Education Administration for the following reasons: 

(1) that the views of the vast majority of the Parties consulted have not adequately been taken 
into consideration. 

These include Members of the Westminster and Scottish Parliaments, the Church, the 
Community Council, the School Board, all North Lanarkshire Councillors who made 
representations, The Educational Institute of Scotland, the Staff of the School, the Senior 
Management Team of Cumbernauld High School, parents organisations, the letters and 
representations of individual parents and the views of the 742 petitioners all deeply interested 
in retaining a Primary School in Cumbernauld Village; 

(2) that while welcoming a new non-denominational school to be built north of the A80 in 
Craigmarloch, it is not acceptable that this should be at the expense of completely closing 
Cumbernauld Primary School in the Village of Cumbernauld. 

In a number of letters, Education Officials have clearly stated that they accept the importance 
of having a Primary School in each separate locality of Cumbernauld. Cumbernauld Village is 
such a locality and should have a Primary School. Parts of Cumbernauld Primary School are 
of modern construction and coincide with current Educational thinking e.g. it has a separate 
gymnasium and dining facilities (which many Primary Schools being retained lack). These 
and the other facilities associated with the Primary School are an essential part of community 
life in Cumbernauld Village. 

The isolation of Cumbernauld Village community from all other schools, if Cumbernauld 
Primary School is closed can be seen clearly from the maps, Appendix 1, 2 and 3 (docketed), 
an essential part of this amendment. They also show the blatant territorial discrimination in 
the selecting of the 7 Primary School closures that have taken place in Cumbernauld to date; 
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(3) the fact that the Village School responded magnificently to the needs of the parents by 
welcoming their children, who had been allocated by a politically motivated Education Authority 
to remote schools in the older parts of the New Town, should not be rewarded by closure. 

The parents exercised their natural right to have their children attend the nearest local school. 
The local school responded to their need positively. (This led to the absurd ruling by Senior 
Educational Officers that the local school was not the nearest school, but any school, however 
many miles away, which the Education Officials deemed as the local school - a misuse of the 
word local not supported by any dictionary); 

that this school will be at maximum capacity for the next 2 years. It is the declared aim of the 
Education Authority to improve standards of Education over this period and therefore:- 

(4) 

(a) it will be essential to do extensive repairs to the fabric of the building to keep it 
serviceable; 

(b) it will be essential to install plugs, wiring and other IT facilities to serve over 400 pupils 
in this building; 

(c) 

(d) 

it would therefore be scandalous to demolish a building which has been brought up to 
a high standard for virtually no gain to the Local Authority, and 

the building which will by then have adequate space for a small Primary School, plus 
Nursery and Specialist uses, such as children with language difficulties, hearing 
difficulties or other specialised requirements when the new school is built; 

(5) that alternatively it could then be used as a single-stream Gaelic school run in conjunction with 
a single-stream Village school; 

(6) that no precise information has been given as to how up to 500 pupils are to be 
accommodated for the next 2 years in a school which the Education Authority has admitted to 
be well overloaded with 400 pupils. The Authorities words in page 13.4 (1.1) are “From 
August 2000, the proposal recommends that the catchment area of Cumbernauld Primary 
School be extended. The existing school building will not accommodate an increase in the 
school roll. Therefore, until the new school is in place and relocation can proceed, the 
provision of temporary accommodation will be necessary.”; 

that there are concerns that it is the Education Authorities intention, having cleared the 
denominational pupils from Sacred Heart Primary School, to use that school for the surplus 
non-denominational pupils from across the A80 until such times as their non-denominational 
school is built. This is likely to cause resentment among denominational children and parents 
who have to trudge past the Sacred Heart on the long and hazardous journey to St. Joseph’s 
Primary School; 

(7) 

(8) that a further consultation is essential to enable proper zones to be established between the 
new denominational school across the A80 and the existing Cumbernauld Village Primary 
School. A suggested zone for the Village School is as follows:- “Cumbernauld Village, 
Castlecary, Edenvale, the Links, the areas of Carrickstone nearest to Cumbernauld Village 
and the southern part of Muitfield Road”. The new school should have the remainder of the 
zone suggested with the addition that it include the whole of Craigmarloch. 

These zonings would meet the requirements of the Senior Management Team of 
Cumbernauld Secondary School; 

(9) that the Education Directorate has not properly or fairly investigated or considered the 
potential of the existing Cumbernauld Primary School. 

In 4.2 of its Result of Consultation Report, it admits that “A November 1999 Report from 
Design Services has been received”. 
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This hurried investigation was apparently not undertaken until after the Consultative Meeting 
on November 1999. 

In 3.2 of the Consultation Document, it admits the school has a toilet adapted for physically 
impaired pupils but makes play that “the school has no ramp”. A ramp could be easily 
provided. The school is the only voting location for the whole of Ward 57 and the Village part 
of Ward 54 for Westminster, Scottish Parliament and Local Government Elections. At each of 
these Elections ramped access is required for voters. 

Even more illustrative of the bias in the facts and figures presented is another quote from 3.2: 
‘The school has no playing field within its grounds and the playground space is inadequate for 
the present roll. Access to the car park is via a narrow entrance and car parking places are 
barely sufficient.” 

The entrance to the car park has served adequately for 50 years. It could be easily extended 
if required. The car park serves a school of over 400 pupils and the catchment area at 
present served by all its pupils has the highest car ownership of any catchment area in 
Cu mbe rnauld. 

Immediately contiguous with the play area of Cumbernauld Primary School is a large playing 
field and recreation area, known as the “Jubilee Park“ owned by North Lanarkshire Council. It 
has been suggested on numerous occasions that this play area should be a joint play area 
between the Education Department and the Recreational Services. 

One of the last actions of Cumbernauld Development Corporation (CDC) as part of the 
Cumbernauld Village Planning Strategy was to commission a report from Consultants for 
deepening the manhole, taking the outlet from the Bog Stank, deepening the Bog Stank to 
provide excellent drainage for the Jubilee Park. The Scottish Office offered a 50% grant for 
this project. 

Bounded by the Village School, the Jubilee Park and the Bog Stank, is the historic Lang Riggs 
belonging to North Lanarkshire Council. The Lang Riggs have been allowed to fall into a state 
of complete disrepair. North Lanarkshire has to date promoted no Millennium project for 
Cumbernauld. 

The area of the school, the Jubilee Park and the Lang Riggs lie between Cumbernauld’s most 
significant listed buildings, Cumbemauld Village Church and Cumbemauld House. 

Lottery Grants could be obtained for developing this historic area in a new town as a 
Millennium Project which would provide Cumbernauld Village School with perhaps the finest 
playing facilities in North Lanarkshire at virtually no cost to the Council. 

The real poverty within North Lanarkshire is not just lack of cash but the lack of initiative and 
imagination from its Civic and Educational Leadership. 

It is to be hoped that when this consultation is referred to the First Minister, he, perhaps with 
the advice from Members of the Scottish Parliament, will not “rubber stamp” so unsatisfactory 
and biased a consultation for closure, and 

(10) That it would be inappropriate to decide to completely close Cumbernauld Primary School in 
the Village. 

On a vote being taken, 7 Members voted for the amendment and 24 Members for the motion which 
was accordingly carried. 
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Decided: 

(1) that with regard to non-denominational primary school provision for Cumbernauld Village and 
areas north of the A80, the following recommendations be approved:- 

(a) that Cumbernauld Primary School be relocated in a new school building in 
Carrickstone, north of Eastfield Road, in accordance with the map attached as 
Appendix 2 to the consultative document; 

that the catchment area of the new school include Cumbernauld Village, Craigmarloch 
east of the Craighalbert roundabout, Carrickstone, Westerwood, Dullatur and 
Castlecary, in accordance with the map attached as Appendix2 to the consultative 
document; 

(b) 

(c) that Craigmarloch west of the Craighalbert roundabout, be zoned to Eastfield Primary 
School, in accordance with the map attached as Appendix2 to the consultative 
document; 

(d) that from August 2000, the catchment area of the new school as in (b) above, be 
zoned to the existing Cumbernauld Primary School as an interim arrangement, and 

(e) that from August 2000, children living in rural areas currently zoned to Cumbernauld 
Primary School be re-zoned, in accordance with the map attached as Appendix 3 to 
the consultative document, to Melrose, Whitelees or Eastfield Primary Schools; 

(2) 

(3) 

that the Scheme of Educational Provision be amended accordingly, and 

that the proposals be submitted for the consent of the Scottish Ministers. 

(2) REVIEW OF DENOMINATIONAL PRIMARY SCHOOL PROVISION FOR CUMBERNAULD 
VILLAGE AND AREAS NORTH OF THE A80 

2. With reference to paragraph 2 of the Minute of the Special Meeting of North Lanarkshire Council held 
on 26 October 1999 when, inter alia, proposals by the Director of Education for denominational 
primary school provision for Cumbernauld Village and areas north of the A80 had been approved for c consultation and the Director of Education had been requested to report on the results of the 
consultation process, there was Submitted a report (docketed) dated December 1999 by the Director 
of Education (1) attaching, as Appendix 1 to the report, the consultative document; (2) advising that 
21 written responses had been received in relation to the consultation proposals for denominational 
primary school provision for Cumbernauld Village and areas north of the A80 and that 170 responses 
had been received in relation to the review of primary school provision in Cumbernauld, details of 
which were set out in, respectively, Appendices 2 and 3 to the report, and (3) summarising and 
commenting on the views expressed in the responses and, having regard thereto, setting out 
recommendations for denominational primary school provision for Cumbernauld Village and areas 
north of the A80. 

Councillor Gray, seconded by Councillor McKeown, moved 

(1) that with regard to denominational primary school provision for Cumbernauld Village and 
areas north of the A80, the following recommendations be approved:- 

(a) that a new denominational primary school, accommodated in a building to be shared 
with a non-denominational primary school, be built in Carrickstone, north of Eastfield 
Road, in accordance with the map attached as Appendix 2 to the consultative 
document, and 
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(b) that the catchment area for the new school include Cumbernauld Village, 
Craigmarloch, Carrickstone, Westerwood, Dullatur and Castlecary, in accordance with 
the map attached as Appendix 2 to the consultative document, and 

(2) that the Scheme of Educational Provision be amended accordingly. 

Councillor G. Murray, seconded by Councillor Glavin moved as an amendment that this Committee 
rejects the recommendations of the Education Administration for the following reasons: 

that the views of the majority of the people “consulted” have not adequately been taken into 
consideration including that of His Eminence Cardinal Thomas J Winning, as Archbishop of 
Glasgow; 

that the statistics produced for the viability of the denominational school beyond the A80 are 
not convincing if St Mary‘s School is to remain as a full two stream Primary School. Especially 
if all pupils at St Mary‘s School from the village and beyond the A80 are to receive free 
transport to St Mary’s for their entire primary school life. 

There is grave danger that the new denominational school built on the campus of the non- 
denominational school across the A80 will have so few pupils, that it will be immediate 
candidate for closure giving the criteria the education committee are using to close 
existing Primary Schools in Cumbernauld. 

This proposed new school should not be approved until the education committee has had the 
opportunity to receive corrected statistics after this present consultation is otherwise put into 
operation, and 

that accordingly this proposed new non-denominational school is not formerly approved at this 
meeting. The appendices 1, 2 and 3 submitted are relevant to this decision. If the 
implications of the appendices are fully appreciated and acted on there could be an 
opportunity and even a necessity for this school in the future. 

On a vote being taken, 6 Members voted for the amendment and 26 Members for the motion which 
was accordingly carried. 

Decided: 

(1) that with regard to denominational primary school provision for Cumbernauld Village and 
areas north of the A80, the following recommendations be approved:- 

(a) that a new denominational primary school, accommodated in a building to be shared 
with a non-denominational primary school, be built in Carrickstone, north of Eastfield 
Road, in accordance with the map attached as Appendix 2 to the consultative 
document, and 

(b) that the catchment area for the new school include Cumbernauld Village, 
Craigmarloch, Carrickstone, Westerwood, Dullatur and Castlecary, in accordance with 
the map attached as Appendix 2 to the consultative document, and 

(2) that the Scheme of Educational Provision be amended accordingly. 

(3) REVIEW OF NON-DENOMINATIONAL PRIMARY SCHOOL PROVISION FOR THE ABRONHILL 
AREA OF CUMBERNAULD 

3. 

c 
With reference to paragraph 2 of the Minute of the Special Meeting of North Lanarkshire Council held 
on 26 October 1999 when, inter alia, proposals by the Director of Education for non-denominational 
primary school provision for the Abronhill area of Cumbernauld had been approved for consultation 
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and the Director of Education had been requested to report on the results of the consultation process, 
there was submitted a report (docketed) dated December 1999 by the Director of Education (1) 
attaching, as Appendix 1 to the report, the consultative document; (2) advising that 70 written 
responses had been received in relation to the consultation proposals for non-denominational primary 
school provision for the Abronhill area of Cumbernauld and that 170 responses had been received in 
relation to the review of primary school provision in Cumbernauld, details of which were set out in, 
respectively, Appendices 2 and 3 to the report, and (3) summarising and commenting on the views 
expressed in the responses and, having regard thereto, setting out recommendations for 
non-denominational primary school provision for the Abronhill area of Cumbernauld. 

Councillor Gray, seconded by Councillor McKeown moved 

(1) that with regard to non-denominational primary school provision for the Abronhill area of 
Cumbemauld, the following recommendations be approved:- 

(a) that Glenhead Primary School be closed at the end of session 1999/2000 and that the 
pupils at present in attendance at or who would have attended Glenhead Primary 
School transfer, in accordance with the maps attached as Appendices 2 and 3 to the 
consultative document, to Abronhill Primary School, Whitelees Primary School or 
Cumbernauld Primary School from August 2000; 

(b) that from August 2000, the designated catchment area for Abronhill Primary School 
be the existing catchment area plus Gean Court, Hawthorn Road, Birch Road, Elm 
Drive, Oak Road, Larch Court, Larch Grove and Larch Road which are within the 
existing Glenhead Primary School catchment area; 

(c) that from August 2000, the designated catchment area for Whitelees Primary School 
be the existing catchment area plus Pine Place, Pine Grove, Pine Crescent, Almond 
Road, Maple Court and Hornbeam Road which are within the existing catchment area 
of Glenhead Primary School; 

(d) 

(e) 

that from August 2000, the Westerwood area, currently zoned to Glenhead Primary 
School be zoned to Cumbernauld Primary School, and 

that from August 2000, the rural areas be zoned to Whitelees Primary School, in 
accordance with the map attached as Appendix 4 to the consultative document, and 

(2) that the Scheme of Educational Provision be amended accordingly. 

Councillor Glavin, seconded by Councillor Stocks, moved, as an amendment, that this Committee 
rejects the administration’s proposals for the Abronhill area as they are fundamentally flawed and 
against the wishes and the needs of the community. The Education Committee recognises that the 
proposals in the agenda would see Whitelees Primary School at 91% capacity and Abronhill Primary 
School at 90% capacity thereby giving little room for any expansion in the Primary School population. 
The Committee calls for the following recommendations: 

(1) 

(2) 

that all schools in the Abronhill area, non-denominational and denominational, remain open; 

that the catchment areas for the non-denominational schools only be reviewed in aspects of 
safety of travel for the pupils. The parents have the right to have the children attend the 
nearest school and that this choice should not be restricted; 

(3) that the current nursery school provision is currently located within grossly inadequate 
premises which are converted patio houses in Cedar Road and Hornbeam Road. Cedar 
Road currently accommodates 140 children on the roll (70/70 for mornings and afternoon). 
The current sites are also housed in separate buildings, limit outside play and pose security 
concerns post Dunblane. The Committee therefore recognises that nursery school provision 
should be accommodated within primary school premises, where possible, to create stability, 
harmony, consistency and the betterment of the child’s educational needs; 
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that from August 2000, Cedar Road Nursery would be housed in both Abronhill Primary 
School and St. Lucy’s Primary School ie under the one head teacher; 

that from August 2000, Abronhill Nursery School would be housed in both Whitelees Primary 
School and Glenhead Primary School ie under one head teacher; 

in taking 3 classrooms out of each school (one for pre-5, one for pre-4 and one for activities) 
for this purpose this would see the school usage rise as follows: Abronhill 82%, Glenhead 
60% (plus the POMP after school care should be transferred from the Abronhill Community 
Education Centre into Glenhead to additionally utilise any of the spare capacity), W hitelees 
83% and St Lucy’s 75% (inclusive of Special Educational Needs). This would fully utilise the 
current vacant spaces whilst retaining space for any expansion in the population. The 
proposals would also create a seamless educational system within the Abronhill area of 
Cumbemauld; 

the Education Department would make savings in terms of returning the current properties, 
and maintenance thereof, back to Housing and Property. With renovation work these 
properties could be returned to much needed family type rented properties, thereby generating 
income to the authority, and 

that Glenhead School be not closed. 

After discussion Councillor Clarke, seconded by Councillor Smith moved in terms of Standing Order 
No. 39 ”that the question be now put”. On a vote being taken the Committee agreed by 23 votes to 6 
that the question be now put. 

Thereafter on a vote being taken, 8 Members voted for the amendment and 24 Members for the 
motion which was accordingly carried. 

Decided: 

(1) that with regard to non-denominational primary school provision for the Abronhill area of 
Cumbemauld, the following recommendations be approved:- 

that Glenhead Primary School be closed at the end of session 1999/2000 and that the 
pupils at present in attendance at or who would have attended Glenhead Primary 
School transfer, in accordance with the maps attached as Appendices 2 and 3 to the 
consultative document, to Abronhill Primary School, Whitelees Primary School or 
Cumbemauld Primary School from August 2000; 

that from August 2000, the designated catchment area for Abronhill Primary School 
be the existing catchment area plus Gean Court, Hawthorn Road, Birch Road, Elm 
Drive, Oak Road, Larch Court, Larch Grove and Larch Road which are within the 
existing Glenhead Primary School catchment area; 

that from August 2000, the designated catchment area for W hitelees Primary School 
be the existing catchment area plus Pine Place, Pine Grove, Pine Crescent, Almond 
Road, Maple Court and Hornbeam Road which are within the existing catchment area 
of Glenhead Primary School; 

that from August 2000, the Westerwood area, currently zoned to Glenhead Primary 
School be zoned to Cumbernauld Primary School, and 

that from August 2000, the rural areas be zoned to Whitelees Primary School, in 
accordance with the map attached as Appendix 4 to the consultative document, and 

(2) that the Scheme of Educational Provision be amended accordingly. 
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(4) REVIEW OF DENOMINATIONAL PRIMARY SCHOOL PROVISION FOR THE SEAFAR, 
CARBRAIN AND KILDRUM AREAS OF CUMBERNAULD 

4. With reference to paragraph 2 of the Minute of the Special Meeting of North Lanarkshire Council held 
on 26 October 1999 when, inter alia, proposals by the Director of Education for denominational 
primary school provision for the Seafar, Carbrain and Kildrum areas of Cumbernauld had been c approved for consultation and the Director of Education had been requested to report on the results of 
the consultation process, there was submitted a report (docketed) dated December 1999 by the 
Director of Education (I) attaching, as Appendix 1 to the report, the consultative document; (2) 
advising that 306 written responses had been received in relation to the consultation proposals for 
denominational primary school provision for the Seafar, Carbrain and Kildrum areas of Cumbernauld 
and that 170 responses had been received in relation to the review of primary school provision in 
Cumbernauld, details of which were set out in, respectively, Appendices 2 and 3 to the report, and (3) 
summarising and commenting on the views expressed in the responses and, having regard thereto, 
setting out recommendations for denominational primary school provision for the Seafar, Carbrain and 
Kildrum areas of Cumbernauld. 

Councillor Gray, seconded by Councillor McKeown moved 

(1) that with regard to denominational primary school provision for the Seafar, Carbrain and 
Kildrum areas of Cumbernauld, the following recommendations be approved:- 

(a) that Sacred Heart Primary School be closed at the end of Session 1999/2000 and 
pupils in attendance or who would have attended Sacred Heart Primary School 
transfer to St. Joseph’s Primary School from August 2000, and 

(b) that pupils living in the rural area to the south of Carbrain, currently zoned to 
St. Mary‘s Primary School be re-zoned to St. Joseph’s Primary School from August 
2000, in accordance with the map attached as Appendix 4 to the consultative 
document, and 

(2) 

Councillor M. Murray, seconded by Councillor Stocks, moved, as an amendment, that this Committee 
rejects the recommendations of the Education Administration for the following reasons: 

that the Scheme of Educational Provision be amended accordingly. 

(1) that the views of the overwhelming majority of the people “consulted” have not adequately 
been taken into consideration. 

Strong cases for the retention of Sacred Heart Primary School were made by parents, the 
Staff and Head Teacher, Monsignor Patrick Osborne, Dean of Cumbernauld and Parish Priest 
of Sacred Heart Church, the School board, His Eminence Cardinal Thomas J. Winning, as 
Archbishop of Glasgow, the Educational Institute of Scotland, Cumbernauld Save Our 
Schools, Members of the Westminister and Scottish Parliament, all Councillors who 
participated in the Consultation and this is backed by 25,000 signatures from the people of 
Cumbernauld against the closure of Sacred Heart Primary School, Curnbernauld Primary 
School, Langlands Primary School and Glenhead Primary School; 

that the Committee’s assertion that there is wasted space in school buildings is severely 
flawed. The only meeting places in Kildrum and in many parts of Cumbernauld are religious 
establishments and Educational facilities: 

(2) 

(3) In Kildrum when the Community Council meets, desks, chairs, pencils, chalk, books etc. have 
all to be moved. After the meeting they have all to be replaced by the Community Council. 
The pressure on Community facilities are so tight that the work of children and the 
arrangements made by teachers have to be disturbed for a vital community purpose; 
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(4) The discrimination that has been shown in the previous Primary School closures and in the 
7 proposed School closures can be seen clearly from the maps (docketed), Appendix 1, 2 and 
3 (docketed), which are an essential part of this amendment. 

Appendix 2 clearly shows the vast area of Cumbernauld that will be without any 
denominational education if Sacred Heart School is closed. There will be no provision 
between St. Lucy’s Primary School in the far east of Cumbernauld and St. Joseph’s and 
St. Mary’s close together in the extreme west of the Cumbernauld hilltop area. 

When the proximity of Our Lady’s High School is taken in conjunction with St. Mary‘s and 
St. Joseph’s, given the fact that approximately 80% of the former CDC houses, which were 
sold to tenants provide virtually all the homes on the hilltop. This will lead to religious 
segregation of Cumbernauld as parents who have to buy houses congregate to the areas near 
their chosen schools. 

The map on Appendix 3 also shows the politically motivated pattern of the closures, where 5 
of the non-denominational schools and the one denominational school, closed or to be closed, 
are overwhelmingly situated in the East End of Cumbernauld, with only one denominational 
closure in the West End of Cumbernauld. 

In the CondorraVWestfield area, there are only 2 wards. Within these Wards there are 
3 non-denominational Primary Schools, 2 denominational Primary Schools and a 
Denominational Secondary School. These are all in close proximity to the Denominational 
and Non-Denominational Schools to the West of the Cumbernauld Hlilltop. 

The belief is strongly held in Cumbernauld that the Schools chosen for closure are heavily 
influenced by political considerations and not by Educational and Community need to have a 
fair spread of schools throughout Cumbernauld; 

(5) the serious dangers of segregation of Communities because of schooling is further influenced 
by the extreme dangers of young children walking unescorted or escorted by a female parent 
through many of the areas of Cumbernauld. Such journeys involve, wooded areas, 
underpasses, and exposed overbridges in a locality where there is great fear of sexual 
perverts. 

The proposed closure of schools, with its complications for Nursery Education places young 
mothers in particular difficulties, if the Nursery School and the Primary School are not in the 
same location but in opposite directions. 

The bland, outdated and irresponsible statement of the Education Committee (that in the very 
special circumstances of Cumbernauld) the Darent has full resDonsibility for seeing that the 
safe delivery of children to Nursery and Primary Schools, is absurd as we approach the 21st 
Century. 

The Labour Government is clearly stating that even single mothers should be at work. It is the 
duty of the Education Department, which is 80% supported by Government Grants, to ensure 
that the Education Department co-operates with the Government’s Policy of getting mothers, 
whether single or with partners, into gainful employment. To achieve this readily available free 
Nursery Education is desirable in the same locality and preferably in the same building, and 

Sacred Heart Primary School should not be closed. (6) 

On a vote being taken, 9 Members voted for the amendment and 23 Members for the motion which 
was accordingly carried. 
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Decided: 

(1) that with regard to denominational primary school provision for the Seafar, Carbrain and 
Kildrum areas of Cumbernauld, the following recommendations be approved:- 

(a) that Sacred Heart Primary School be closed at the end of Session 1999/2000 and 
pupils in attendance, or who would have attended Sacred Heart Primary School 
transfer to St. Joseph’s Primary School from August 2000, and 

(b) that pupils living in the rural area to the south of Carbrain, currently zoned to 
St. Mary‘s Primary School, be re-zoned to St. Joseph’s Primary School from August 
2000, in accordance with the map attached as Appendix4 to  the consultative 
document, and 

(2) that the Scheme of Educational Provision be amended accordingly. 

(5) REVIEW OF NON-DENOMINATIONAL PRIMARY SCHOOL PROVISION FOR THE 
CARBRAIN AND GREENFAULDS AREAS OF CUMBERNAULD 

5. With reference to paragraph 2 of the Minute of the Special meeting of North Lanarkshire Council held 
on 26 October 1999 when, inter alia, proposals by the Director of Education for non-denominational 
primary school provision for the Carbrain and Greenfaulds areas of Cumbernauld had been approved 
for consultation and the Director of Education had been requested to report on the results of the 
consultation process, there was submitted a report (docketed) dated December 1999 by the Director 
of Education (1) attaching, as Appendix 1 to the report, the consultative document; (2) advising that 
136 written responses and 9 petitions had been received in relation to the consultation proposals for 
non-denominational primary school provision for the Carbrain and Greenfaulds areas of Cumbernauld 
and that 170 responses had been received in relation to the review of primary school provision in 
Cumbernauld, details of which were set out in, respectively, Appendices2 and 3 to the report, and 
(3) summarising and commenting on the views expressed in the responses and, having regard 
thereto, setting out recommendations for non-denominational primary school provision for the Carbrain 
and Greenfaulds areas of Cumbernauld. 

Councillor Gray, seconded by Councillor McKeown moved 

(1) that with regard to the non-denominational primary school provision for the Carbrain and 
Greenfaulds areas of Cumbernauld, the following recommendations be approved:- 

(a) that Langlands Primary School be closed at the end of session 1999/2000 and that 
the pupils at present in attendance or who would have attended Langlands Primary 
School transfer to Melrose Primary School, Eastfield Primary School or Cumbernauld 
Primary School from August 2000, in accordance with the proposals contained in 
paragraph 4.1 of the report attached as Appendix1 and the maps attached as 
Appendices 2 and 4 to the consultative document; 

(b) that the catchment area of Melrose Primary School be extended to include that part of 
Carbrain which is currently the catchment area of Langlands Primary School, with 
effect from August 2000; 

that from August 2000, that part of Craigmarloch which lies to the west of the 
Craighalbert roundabout and is currently zoned to Langlands Primary School, be 
re-zoned to Eastfield Primary School, in accordance with the map attached as 
Appendix 4 to the consultative document; 

(c) 
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(d) that from August 2000, the remaining part of Craigmarloch which lies to the east of 
the Craighalbert roundabout and is currently zoned to Langlands Primary School, be 
re-zoned to Cumbernauld Primary School in the interim, in accordance with the map 
attached as Appendix 4 to the consultative document, and 

(e) that from August 2000, the rural area to the south of Carbrain, as shown in the map 
attached as Appendix 3 to the consultative document, and including Blairlinn and 
Luggiebank, Stirling Road, West Waterhead Cottage, Greenside, Palacerigg Cottage, 
Tannochbrae, Tannoch Farm, Sandyknowes, Acrecroft Farm and Greenacres, be 
zoned to Melrose Primary School, and 

(2) that the Scheme of Educational Provision be amended accordingly. 

Councillor G. Murray, seconded by Councillor Stocks moved, as an amendment, that this Committee 
rejects the recommendations of the Education Department for the following reasons: 

(1) that the Consultation has been flawed from start to finish. The views of the concerned and 
informed majority have not been given proper consideration. Their overriding opposition to the 
present closure proposal is shown throughout the Education Committee’s Report; 

that the safety of children walking the unsuitable routes cannot be guaranteed no matter how 
much the Department states that it will implement procedures to protect them. 

(2) 

A mother single, or with a husband, cannot walk in 2 directions to take a toddler to Nursery in 
one direction and an infant to Primary School in the opposite direction; 

that in a socially deprived area, such as Carbrain, the proposal will rip out a vital community 
asset and transplant it into another area; 

(3) 

(4) that both schools have up and running Pre-School facilities and that by amalgamating both 
Primary Schools into one building would mean at least one of the Nurseries would have to be 
rehoused elsewhere. Possibly at the other end of Carbrain. This would create problems for 
parents with children in both Primary and Pre-School Education, as instanced in 3 above. 
This would call into question the Education Department’s responsibility to provide free Nursery 
and Primary Education for deprived people whose children badly need the availability of both 
of readily accessible Nursery and Primary Education; 

that the Committee should take the opportunity to use this review to provide better facilities 
and improved Education by developing Langlands Primary as a full Community School. This 
school is already a shining example of how staff and parents have combined to attempt to 
provide such a facility without direct assistance from Government Bodies or from the 
Education Department. 

What has been done in Langlands, far from resulting in closure, should be being actively 
encouraged in other deprived areas of Cumbernauld and throughout North Lanarkshire; 

(5) 

(6) Primary Schools provide the essential Community Service in Cumbernauld which is provided 
by a whole range of community Education and other Educational Services throughout the rest 
of North Lanarkshire. 

This can be easily seen by a glance at the North Lanarkshire Council Adverts in the telephone 
directories. 

Appendix A (docketed) is for the Cumbernauld Area, Appendix B (docketed) is for the 
Northern Corridor Area and Appendix C (docketed) is for the former Motherwell and 
Monklands areas. 
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The evidence from these Appendices which are an essential part of this report should be 
conclusive in showing that the Primary Schools were built in Cumbernauld New Town as part 
of the Community facilities, not only for indoor facilities but for outdoor recreational facilities 
and that more of them cannot be removed without seriously disturbing the whole balance of 
the living pattern established in Cumbernauld, and 

(7) 

On a vote being taken, 10 Members voted for the amendment and 23 Members for the motion which 
was accordingly carried. 

Langlands School should not be closed. 

Decided: 

(1) that with regard to the non-denominational primary school provision for the Carbrain and 
Greenfaulds areas of Cumbernauld, the following recommendations be approved:- 

that Langlands Primary School be closed at the end of session 1999/2000 and that 
the pupils at present in attendance or who would have attended Langlands Primary 
School transfer to Melrose Primary School, Eastfield Primary SGhool or Cumbernauld 
Primary School from August 2000, in accordance with the proposals contained in 
paragraph 4.1 of the report attached as Appendix 1 and the maps attached as 
Appendices 2 and 4 to the consultative document; 

that the catchment area of Melrose Primary School be extended to include that part of 
Carbrain which is currently the catchment area of Langlands Primary School, with 
effect from August 2000; 

that from August 2000, that part of Craigmarloch which lies to the west of the 
Craighalbert roundabout and is currently zoned to Langlands Primary School, be 
re-zoned to Eastfield Primary School, in accordance with the map attached as 
Appendix 4 to the consultative document; 

that from August 2000, the remaining part of Craigmarloch which lies to the east of 
the Craighalbert roundabout and is currently zoned to Langlands Primary School, be 
re-zoned to Cumbernauld Primary School in the interim, in accordance with the map 
attached as Appendix 4 to the consultative document, and 

that from August 2000, the rural area to the south of Carbrain, as shown in the map 
attached as Appendix 3 to the consultative document, and including Blairlinn and 
Luggiebank, Stirling Road, West Waterhead Cottage, Greenside, Palacerigg Cottage, 
Tannochbrae, Tannoch Farm, Sandyknowes, Acrecroft Farm and Greenacres, be 
zoned to Melrose Primary School, and 

(2) that the Scheme of Educational Provision be amended accordingly. 

ADJOURNMENT 

6. At the conclusion of the preceding item the meeting agreed to a proposal by the Convener that the 
meeting be adjourned till 4.10 pm. 

MEETING RE-CONVENED 

7. The meeting was re-convened at 4.10 pm and there was in attendance:- 
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PRESENT 

Councillor Gray, Convener; Councillors McKeown and Morgan, Vice-Conveners; Councillors Barrie, Brady, 
Burns, Ceff erty, Clarke, Curley, Curran, Donnelly, Glavin, Grant, Griffin, Holloway, Logue, Love, Lyle, McCabe, 
McCallum, McGhee, H. McGuigan, Mathieson, Moran, G. Murray, M. Murray, Pentland, Smith, Stocks, Sullivan 
and Wallace; Mr. A. Quinn and Rev. B. Talbot, and Mr. W. Brown and Mr. A. Morrice. 

CHAIR 

Councillor Gray (Convener) presided. 

IN AlTENDANCE 

The Head of Central Services, Director of Education, Depute Director of Education, Head of Contracts and 
Provision. 

(6) REVIEW OF PRIMARY SCHOOL PROVISION FOR THE RURAL AREAS OUTWITH 
CUMBERNAULD TOWN 

0. 

C 
With reference to paragraph 2 of the Minute of the Special Meeting of North Lanarkshire Council held 
on 26 October 1999 when, inter alia, proposals by the Director of Education for primary school 
provision for the rural areas outwith Cumbernauld Town had been approved for consultation and the 
Director of Education had been requested to report on the results of the consultation process, there 
was submitted a report (docketed) dated December 1999 by the Director of Education (1) attaching, 
as Appendix 1 to the report, the consultative document; (2) advising that 25 written responses had 
been received in relation to the consultation proposals for primary school provision for the rural areas 
outwith Cumbernauld Town and that 170 responses had been received in relation to the review of 
primary school provision in Cumbernauld, details of which were set out in, respectively, Appendices 2 
and 3 to the report, and (3) summarising and commenting on the views expressed in the responses 
and, having regard thereto, setting out recommendations for primary school provision for the rural 
areas outwith Cumbernauld Town. 

Councillor Gray, seconded by Councillor McKeown moved 

(1) that with regard to primary school provision for the rural areas outwith Cumbernauld Town, the 
following recommendations be approved:- 

(a) that from August 2000, the rural areas of Blairlinn and Luggiebank, Stirling Road, 
West Waterhead Cottage, Greenside, Palacerigg Cottage, Tannochbrae, Tannoch 
Farm, Sandyknowes, Acrecroft Farm and Greenacres, currently zoned to 
Cumbernauld Primary School and St. Mary's Primary School be re-zoned to Melrose 
Primary School and St. Joseph's Primary School, in accordance with the map 
attached as Appendix 3 to the consultative document; 

that from August 2000, the rural areas of Fannyside Lodge, Fannyside Mill, Fannyside 
Toll, Easter Fannyside, Arns, Crowbank and Glenhead currently zoned to 
Cumbernauld Primary School and St. Mavs  Primary School be re-zoned to 
Whitelees Primary School and St. Lucy's Primary School, in accordance with the map 
attached as Appendix 3 to the consultative document; 

(b) 

(c) that the rural areas of Castlecary Road, Garnhall Farm Road, Castleview and Castle 
Court continue to be zoned to Cumbernauld Primary School and St. Mary's Primary 
School until new schools are built north of the A80, and 

(d) that Croy and Drumglass Cottage currently zoned to Cumbernauld Primary School be 
re-zoned to Eastfield Primary School from August 2000, in accordance with the map 
attached as Appendix 3 to the consultative document, and 
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(2) 

Councillor G. Murray, seconded by Councillor Lyle, moved as an amendment, that this committee 
rejects the recommendations of the Education Administration for the following reasons: 

that the Scheme of Educational Provision be amended accordingly. 

(1) that conclusions in paragraph 4.5 (a) and (b) and have not been properly formulated and 
considered bearing in mind the Education Committee's proposals. 

There is unlikely to be space for the denominational pupils in (a) to be zoned to St Joseph's 
Primary School, and 

(2) It is going to be impossible to contain all pupils from Castlecary, Cumbernauld Primary School 
at present. No details have been given as to what steps the Education Committee is to take to 
deal with the situation in Cumbernauld Primary School in the next two years. 

On a vote being taken, 6 Members voted for the amendment and 24 Members for the motion which 
was accordingly carried. 

Decided: 

(1) that with regard to primary school provision for the rural areas outwith Cumbernauld Town, the 
following recommendations be approved:- 

(a) that from August 2000, the rural areas of Blairlinn and Luggiebank, Stirling Road, 
West Waterhead Cottage, Greenside, Palacerigg Cottage, Tannochbrae, Tannoch 
Farm, Sandyknowes, Acrecroft Farm and Greenacres currently zoned to 
Cumbernauld Primary School and St. Mary's Primary School be re-zoned to Melrose 
Primary School and St. Joseph's Primary School, in accordance with the map 
attached as Appendix 3 to the consultative document; 

(b) that from August 2000, the rural areas of Fannyside Lodge, Fannyside Mill, Fannyside 
Toll, Easter Fannyside, Arns, Crowbank and Glenhead currently zoned to 
Cumbernauld Primary School and St. Mary's Primary School be re-zoned to 
Whitelees Primary School and St. Lucy's Primary School, in accordance with the map 
attached as Appendix 3 to the consultative document; 

that the rural areas of Castlecary Road, Garnhall Farm Road, Castleview and Castle 
Court continue to be zoned to Cumbernauld Primary School and St. Mary's Primary 
School until new schools are built north of the A80, and 

(c) 

(d) that Croy and Drumglass Cottage currently zoned to Cumbernauld Primary School be 
re-zoned to Eastfield Primary School from August 2000, in accordance with the map 
attached as Appendix 3 to the consultative document, and 

(2) that the Scheme of Educational Provision be amended accordingly. 

REVIEW OF NON-DENOMINATIONAL PRIMARY TO SECONDARY SCHOOL TRANSITION 
ARRANGEMENTS IN CUMBERNAULD - CONSULTATION 

9. There was submitted a report (docketed) dated December 1999 by the Director of Education (1) 
referring to the proposals for the review of non-denominational primary school provision in 
Cumbernauld, and (2) detailing the implications of those proposals and the need for review of 
non-denominational primary school and secondary school associations in Cumbernauld, and setting 
out recommendations for the consultation process. 
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Councillor Gray, seconded by Councillor McKeown, moved 

(1) that with regard to non-denominational primary and secondary school associations in 
Cumbernauld, the following proposals be adopted for consultation 

(a) that the Melrose and Langlands amalgamated Primary School be associated with 
Greenfaulds High School; 

(b) 

(c) 

that Abronhill Primary School and Whitelees Primary School be associated with 
Abronhill High School; 

that Cumbernauld Primary School be associated with Cumbernauld High School for 
the immediate future and after relocation, and 

(d) that all other primary to secondary transition arrangements remain unaltered; 

that the issue of the report as a consultative document to all interested parties be approved; 

that all interested parties be asked to make written representations on the proposals not later 
than 21 January 2000, and 

(2) 

(3) 

(4) that a report on the results of the consultation process would be submitted to a future meeting 
of the Committee. 

Councillor G. Murray, seconded by Councillor Lyle, moved as an amendment, that consideration of the 
matter be continued. 

On a vote being taken, 6 Members voted for the amendment and 25 Members for the motion which 
was accordingly carried. 

Decided: 

(1) that with regard to non-denominational primary and secondary school associations in 
Cumbernauld, the following proposals be adopted for consultation: 

(a) that the Melrose and Langlands amalgamated Primary School be associated with 
Greenfaulds High School; 

(b) that Abronhill Primary and Whitelees Primary be associated with Abronhill High 
School; 

(c) that Cumbernauld Primary School be associated with Cumbernauld High School for 
the immediate future and after relocation, and 

(d) that all other primary to secondary transition arrangements remain unaltered; 

that the Director of Education be authorised to issue the report as a consultative document to 
all interested patties; 

that all interested parties be asked to make written representations to the Director of 
Education on the proposals not later than 21 January 2000, and 

(2) 

(3) 

(4) that the Director of Education be instructed to prepare a report on the results of the 
consultation process for submission to a future meeting of the Committee. 
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REVIEW OF DENOMINATIONAL PRIMARY TO SECONDARY SCHOOL TRANSITION 
ARRANGEMENTS IN CUMBERNAULD - CONSULTATION 

10. There was submitted a report (docketed) dated December 1999 by the Director of Education (1) 
referring to the proposals for the review of denominational primary school provision in Cumbernauld; 
(2) detailing the implications of those proposals and the need for review of denominational primary and 
secondary school associations in Cumbernauld, and (3) recommending that the Committee 

(a) adopt, for consultation, the following proposals:- 

(i) 

(ii) 

that St. Joseph’s Primary School and St. Mary‘s Primary School be associated with 
Our Lady’s High School; 

that the new denominational primary school north of the A80 be associated with Our 
Lady’s High School, and 

(iii) 

approve the issue of the report as a consultative document, and 

agree that all interested parties be asked to make written representations on the proposals not 
later than 21 January 2000, and 

advisingthat a report on the results of the consultation process would be submitted to a future 
meeting of the Committee. 

that all other primary to secondary transition arrangements remain unaltered; 

(b) 

(c) 

(4) 

Decided: 

(1) that with regard to denominational primary and secondary school association in Cumbernauld 
the following proposals be adopted for consultation: 

(a) that St Joseph’s Primary School and St Mary‘s Primary School be associated with Our 
Lady’s High School; 

that the new denominational school north of the A80 be associated with Our Lady’s 
High School, and 

that all other primary to secondary school transition arrangements remain unaltered; 

(b) 

(c) 

(2) that the Director of Education be authorised to issue the report as a consultative document to 
all interested parties; 

(3) that all interested parties be asked to make written representations to the Director of 
Education on the proposals not later than 21 January 2000, and 

(4) that the Director of Education be instructed to prepare a report on the results of the 
consultation process for submission to a future meeting of the Committee. 
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