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Purpose of Report 

The purpose of this report is to provide the Sub Committee with details of North Lanarkshire 
Coalition of Disabled Group’s Action Plan. The Sub-Committee will be attended by representatives 
of the Coalition who will present the Action Plan. The Action Plan is attached as Appendix One of 
this report. 

Backmound 

To mark European Day of Disabled People on Wednesday 3 December, 1997, the Council in 
partnership with North Lanarkshire Coalition of Disabled Groups hosted a Seminar which focused 
on the major issues affecting disabled people in North Lanarkshire. 

At its meeting of 14 January 1998 the Sub-Committee considered the outcome of the Seminar and 
in doing so highlighted the importance of developing an action plan to take forward the issues raised 
within the report. 

North Lanarkshire Coalition of Disabled Groups in considering the report has prepared an Action 
Plan which reflects the primary concerns raised by disabled people attending the Seminar. 

Details of the Action Plan 

The Action Plan prepared by the Coalition sets out broad aims which will impact on children with 
disabilities; access; representation; community care consultation; and, co-ordination and support. 

Recommendation 

The Sub-Committee is asked to 

a) receive a presentation by North Lanarkshire Coalition of Disabled Groups; 

b) consider the details of the Action Plan; and, 

c) otherwise note the content of this report. 

c\ )b Chief Executive 



Semihar 



I ntroductio h 

This report is to provide details of the seminar held Oh Wednesday 
3 rd  December 1997 to mark European Day of Disabled Persons 
which provided a h  Opportunity for representatives ahd  members of 
disabled groups to come together and explore the issues which 
affect disabled people. 

The theme for the event and of the European Day was 
"Empowerment of Disabled People - Building civil  Dialogue" and 
a t  an  early stage discussion took place with representatives of the 
North Lanarkshire council to  ensure that this theme was ho t  only 
prevalent on the day, b u t  that  the planning arrangements promoted 
empowerment and contributed to a proper sense of partnership 
bebeen the Council and the Coalition. 
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Bsc kgrouttd 

The North Lanarkshire Coalition of Disabled Groups was formed to bring disability groups in North 
Lanarkshire close together. 

So far  it is made up of representatives from the Disability Forums of Motherwell, Monklands, North West 
Lanarkshire and the former West of Scotland Forum as well as members of the Alpha Proiect, 
Cumbernauld. is committed to seeking equal rights for disabled people within North 
Lanarkshire and a t  a national level. 

The  group 

To mark the European Day of Disabled Persons the coalition in parttnership with North Lanarkshire 
Council hosted a seminar. 

Planning Stage 

In early discussion with the Coalition representatives, the Council was advised of the issues which the 
Coalition representatives felt were most significant in the lives of disabled people, namely 

:,? 

C< Access 

:( Equal Opportunities 

services to children with disabilities 

Consultation and Community Care 

Further discussions identified the most effective way for these issues to be explored and it was agreed that 
a workshop on each topic would be held with representatives of the Coalition chairing the workshops and 
officers of the council providing an  input which would highlight the Council’s activities in areas. 

Advertising and promotion of the seminar  was done through the local press and by invitations sent to all 
Disabled Groups within the North Lanarkshire area. The Coalition was keen to ensure that the event was 
not restricted to physical disability and every attempt was made to ensure that all disabled groups were 
contacted (approximately 140 organisations). 

To ensure maximum attendance, transport to the Seminar was made available on request. This was co- 
ordinated through the Council‘s Environmental Services Department and g delegates were provided with 
transport. 

The location of the Seminar was also of crucial importance, not only had it to be within reasonable 
distance from all parts of North Lanarkshire, bu t  that  the building was accessible to disabled people. 
Gartlea Community Centre, Airdrie was identified and with minor temporary adaptations to the car parking 
area offered the best accommodation, limiting a n y  access difficulties for delegates. 
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S m i n a r  

The seminar was attended by 33 delegates representing a range of groups and organisations ih North 
Lanarkshire, included in this number were staff from Ashcraig school and st Margarets High school. 
The Council was represented by  Couhcillors Magihhis, McCulloch a h d  Macleod with officers from Chief 
Executives, social  Work, Planning and Development Departments providing support to the workshops and 
the semina r  as a whole. 

The semina r  began with a h  informal h h C h  providing delegates with the opportunity to renew 
acquaintances and exchange heWS from the different organisations present. At 1.15pm the Seminar was 
opened by Agnes Pasco of North Lanarkshire Coalition of Disabled Groups. fn her Opening comments Mrs 
Pasco highlighted the benefits of hosting such an event stating that any opportunity to build 'civil 
dialogue' should be maximised, and she hoped that events of this type were the start of an ongoing 
dialogue between service user and service providers. 

Councillor Maginnis, Convenor of Policy & Resources (Equal Opportunities) sub Committee was then 
invited to make the key note address, and ih doing so stressed the commitment from North Lanarkshire 
Council to ensure that equality of O@OrtUhitLJ is seen as a fundamental principle underpinning the work of 
the Council. 

Page Number 4 



Workshops 

Delegates then moved into one of the four workshops. The following paragraphs summarised the main 
issues raised in the  workshops. 

Workshop 1 

Health 

Health and ill health continues to be maior issues for children with disabilities and their families and 
absence of apparent priority treatment continues to be a problem. speech and physiotherapy within the 
school setting requires Ongoing support. 

Education 

Assessment should be child centred and actively involve children in the process. A wider range of 
provision requires to be available. Awareness raising training on disabilities and the effects oh families 
and children should be provided to schools. 

Community 

Access to and integration of community resources required to be enhanced. Community facilities and out 
of school projects for young people and children requires to be developed. support  to voluhtary play 
provision requires to be increased. 

Employ ment 

EmpIoymeht opportunities requires to be increased ahd new compahies should be contacted with a view to 
seeking more opportunities. 

Tra ns port 

Public transport and transport of schools h hin local community requires to be enhanced. 
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Workshop 2 

Disabled Parking 

strong views were expressed about the abuse of disabled parking bays by hOh disabled people. T h e  group 
identified a number of OptiOhS, however, agreed that the ihtPOdUCtiOh of bye-laws seemed to be the only 
effective SOlUtiOh. 

Tra h!: port 

Discussion focused on the range of public transport services available in the UK and abroad. The  Dial a 
Bu!: service was felt to be prohibited by the existing booking systems of 24 hours in advance. Public 
Transport Vehicles should be accessible to wheelchair users. Rail travel and access to train stations 
requires radical review. Voucher scheme for travel use should be explored. 

Access to s h o p s  and Public Buildings 

Inadequate ramps and inappropriate doors COtItihUe to be the main cause of access difficulties. Liffle or no 
information about access to buildings Compouhds the problem. Access has to be reviewed comprehensively 
including access from the roadside and car parks to buildings. consultation with disabled groups Oh 

building proposals should take place a t  the earliest stage possible. 
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Workshop 3 

Equal Opportunities 

Em bowermeht 

Disabled People should be part of the Council’s Policy and Resources (Equal Opportunities) sub 
Committee and that the Council should have a nominated councillor and officer who can be contacted on 
disability matters. 

Young People 

Youhg people should be encouraged to take part in the Coalition. 

I nformation 

All North Lanarkshire publications slhould be available in Braille, tape and other languages. 

Ethnic Minority Groups 

Ethnic minority gtoups are poorly represented in certain disabled groups. 
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Workshop 4 

Consultation should hot be restricted to service provision and development ahd should include policy 
ma ki hg. 

Information 

Information available to service users requires to be improved. 

Training 

Training courses require to be developed involving users and providers equally. Opehnes!: and honesty will 
lead to more effective and efficient use of resources. 
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As a result of the semiha Notth Lanatkshire Coalition of Disabled Groups have developed an  action plan 
which will specifically respond to the issues identified through the workshops. These issues are:- 

The Coalition recognises their lack of experience ih  issues affecfihg children with disabilities and will 
take s t ep  to address this. 

The Coalition is in diSCUSsiOh with Various council Departments a t  present with the aim of influencing 
policy making decisions regarding all aspects of access. 

Representation will be made to the Policy and Resources (Equal Opportuhities) sub Committee by the 
Coalition to ehsure that disability matters will be addressed in an informed way. 

The Coalition will seek to have discussion with the social  Work Department with the objective of 
improvihg the effectiveness of commuhity care COhsUltatiOh. 

For addressing the common theme of information the coalition will monitor the progress and  
development of the Scottish Accessible fnformation Forum and develop links with this organisation. 

The COalitiOh recognises it is in its early stages, the strength 2nd success of the Coalition will come 
from the involvement of as wide a repreeentation of dieabled groups as possible. 

In light of the focus of the international day the Coalition would recommend an officer of the Council be 
identified to co-ordinate planhing  for December 1998 evehts. 
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