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Introduction. 

The purpose of this report is to take forward discussion on matters raised in relation to the Housing 
Allocation Policy at the last meeting of the Housing and Property Services Committee on 1 st 
September 1994. 

Background. 

At the committee meeting held on 1 st September 1999 concerns were raised in relation to the 
undernoted detailed aspects of the policy; 

Scottish Homes Applicants in the North District being placed on the General Needs List 
Single applicants who manylco-habit or have a child transferring to families list and losing original 
date of application. 

Considerations. 

General Needs List 

3.1.1 The Allocations and Homelessness Working Group recommended that all Housing Association 
tenants, including those affected by stock transfer, should be placed on the General Needs list and 
dealt with in a similar manner to private sector tenants and owner occupiers. 

3.1.2 Concern has been expressed that in the Cumbernauld area 100% nomination arrangements exist 
between the Council and Scottish Homes, and it has been suggested that Housing Association tenants 
be treated as if they were Council tenants and admitted to the Transfer List. 

3.1.3 If this aspect of the policy were to be amended, to allow access to the transfer list for Housing 
Association tenants, this would then extend to housing association applicants throughout North 
Lanarkshire not only in the North District. 

3.1.4 It is suggested that any such proposal would be to the detriment of existing North Lanarkshire Council 
tenants on the Transfer List. 



3.1.5 It has been agreed that, should another housing provider, such as Scottish Homes, wish to transfer its 
own tenants within their housing stock, this should be catered for by amending the nomination 
agreement or be dealt with within the present policy as use of discretion for the purposes of achieving 
best use of the available housing stock. 

3.1.6 It is therefore recommended that the agreed policy should not be further amended. 

3.2 Dealing With Single Persons Applications 

3.2.1 The Housing Allocation Policy states that if an applicant on the Waiting List gets married, 
commences living with a partner or has a child then the application will be deleted from the Single 
Persons list and the applicant be thereafter invited to apply for inclusion on the Families List. This 
new application would be listed from the date the application is received. 

3.2.2 The concern raised is that any time a person has spent on the single persons list will not be taken into 
account. 

3.2.3 Whilst it is difficult to forecast how many applicants will be affected by these proposals, an analysis 
of the waiting list for the South Division for the past twelve month period has shown that 141 single 
applicants notified the Department of a change in their housing circumstances which would , under 
the terms of the proposed new allocation policy, have required the application to be cancelled from 
the Single Persons list and transferred to the Families list. 

3.2.4 A sample analysis of these applications highlighted that 45% of these cases would have been directly 
affected by the change in policy, which equates to a projected figure of 64 applicants, based on the 
sample survey. 

3.2.5 However what should be bourne in mind is that the new allocation policy is based on group and date 
of application, with each group having a different qualifying criteria for entry. 

Therefore it would be illogical for an allocation policy to allow an applicant who has accrued a 
position on a list under one qualifying criteria to retain this position on the list when hisher 
application is now being included and considered under a completely new criteria. 

3.2.6 This issue was discussed at length by the members of the Allocations and Homelessness Working 
Group and the recommendation made was cognisant of the perception that applicants, who may apply 
at the age of 16 years as single persons, would be seen to “jurnp to the head of the queue” if they 
married, say, 5 or 6 years later as their marriage or change of status to cohabiting or lone parent 
would result in their application being transferred to the Waiting List with its original date. 

3.2.7 It is therefore recommended that the agreed policy should not be further amended. 

3.3 

3.4 

Consultation 

There was wide public consultation on all aspects of the Allocations Policy involving tenants groups, 
community councils and external agencies. 

The points covered in 3.1 and 3.2 were not seen as areas of major concern to those who responded to 
the consultation exercise. 

After the new policy is implemented it is intended to closely monitor its operation with reports 
submitted to committee on any aspects which are proving problematic. 
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It is recommended that committee 

make no amendments to the allocation policy document in respect of 3.1 and 3.2 of this report 

authorises officials to proceed with the implementation of the Allocation Policy in its current form in 
accordance with the implementation timetable agreed by the committee previously on the 
understanding that the operation of the new policy will be closely monitored with further reports 
submitted to committee as appropriate. 
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