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PURPOSE OF REPORT 

The purpose of this report is to advise Committee of the work of the Scottish Refugee Council, and in 
particular the requirements of local authorities to provide adequate services. 

BACKGROUND 

The Asylum and Immigration Act 1996 removed the right of many asylum seekers who do not claim 
asylum at the point of entry to income support, housing benefit and Council tax benefit and non- 
contributory benefits. The Act does not remove the local authorities duties to residents of the 
authority under other legislation, for example the Race Relations' Act 1976, Social Work (Scotland) 
Act 1968, Children (Scotland) Act 1995 and the Education (Scotland) Act 1980. 

Local Authorities in Scotland are obliged under the Social Work (Scotland) Act 1968 to provide 
support to single asylum seekers who have no visible source of income, and under the Children 
(Scotland) Act 1995 for families with children. 

POLICY DEVELOPMENT 

Convention of Scottish Local Authorities (CoSLA) has proposed that all Scottish authorities should 
approve a comprehensive policy in response to the Asylum and Immigration Act 1996 and has 
produced a model policy to facilitate this process. 

The Sub Committee will today hear a presentation from the Scottish Refugee Council on the issues 
affecting refugees and asylum seekers in this country and on the responsibilities of local authorities. 
The role of the Scottish Refugee Council is to: 

0 provide legal advice and representation throughout the asylum process 

0 give advice, support and assistance in finding housing, English tuition, training and work, 
health and welfare 

0 campaign for better services for refugees and promote a better understanding of the situation 
of refugees in Scotland 

0 co-ordinate reception of refugees on Government programmes such as the recent intake of 
refugees from Bosnia 



4.0 RECOMMENDATION 

4.1 It is recommended that the Sub-Committee: 

a) 
b) 

hear the presentation for the Scottish Refugee Council; 
request that the Directors of Housing, Education and Social Work prepare a code of 
practice for asylum seekers and report to a further meeting of the Sub Committee; 
and 
otherwise note the content of the report. c) 

LGL 
Chief Executive 


