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Introduction 

The purpose of this report is to inform tlie Sub Conunittee of a request from North Lanarkshire 
Coalition of Disabled Groups for fiiiaiicial assistance. 

Background . 
In 1996 to mark the European Day of Disabled People, tlie Council invited representatives of 
Disability Organisations within North Lanarkshire to participate in tlie Day and in doing so hosted an 
iiifoniial meeting. In addition to marking the Day, the event provided an opportunity to strengthen the 
liilks with tlie Disability organisations and tlie Council. Resulting from this event, disability 
organisations saw tlie need for a North Lanarkshire wide organisation and fonnally established the 
North Lanarkshire Coalition of Disabled Groups. 

Aims 

The aims of the Coalition are as detailed in the organisation constitution are: 

0 To make representation to and consult with tlie North Lanarkshire Couiicil on matters relating to 
disability issues in an effort to influence Couiicil policies. 

To promote the development of Advocacy projects within North Lanarkshire. 

0 To promote the development of local access groups 

0 To promote tlie provision of infoniiation relating to all aspects of disability issues. 

0 To develop training opportunities for disability groups, particularly in the areas of :- 

a) Related Legislation; 
b) Consultation on Conmunity Care; 
c) Access Issues; 
d) Disability Awareness. 

0 To develop a data-base to support local disability groups 
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Development of the Group 

Since its inception in Spring 1997, the Coalition has been involved in promoting its existence and 
drawing lien7 members from across Nortli Lanarkshire. In December 1997, in partnership with the 
Council, tlie Coalition hosted a Seniinar to mark European Day of Disabled People. 

This event resulted in a range of issues being higlilighted that were subsequently presented to this Sub 
Conunittee on 8 April 1998. 

The Council will participate in the Disability Advisory Group which will meet in October 1998. 

Financial Assistance 

The Council is seeking 51500 to assist in the mnning costs of the organisation. Travel costs are 
viewed as core costs and as the Coalition develops its activities then its travel costs will increase. 

Conclusion * 

The Coalition of Disabled Groups is of strategic importance to the development of service and support 
networks for disabled people in North Lanarkshire. It has developed links with the Council not only 
through the Disability Advisory Group but with Officers of departments. 

Financial support to the Coalition is considered to be essential to enable its development over the next 
year. 

Recommendations 

It is reconmended that tlie Sub Conuiiittee: 

1) Approve financial assistance of 5 1500 from the Chief Executives Department Budget; and 

ii) otherwise not the contents of the report. 

&CL& 
hief Executive 


