
AGENDA ITEM W. A&- 
EXCERPT OF MINUTE OF MEETING OF THE HOUSING COMMITTEE HELD ON 21 OCTOBER 
1998 

NEW GUIDANCE ON DESIGN OF HOUSING 

6. There was submitted a report (docketed) dated 23 September 1998 by the Director of Housing in 
respect of a new Scottish Homes Publication “Housing for Varying Needs - A design guide Part 1” 
which would replace several of the existing ‘Scottish Housing Handbooks” (1) outlining the 
background to and the need for the new publication; (2) advising that the guidance was designed in 
two parts, with a further report to be submitted when Part 2 was published, and (3) detailing all 
guidance on the design of houses and flats including comprehensive details on specific issues. 

Decided: 

(1) that the new Design Guide be used as a reference for future development briefs issued by the 
Director of Housing, and 

(2) that the report be referred to the Planning and Development and Construction Services 
Committees and the Policy and Resources (Equal Opportunities) Sub-Committee for 
information. 
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To : Housing Committee 

From: Director of Housing 

Date: 23 September 1998 Ref: GWIAM /HW1 

1 

1.1 

2 

2.1 

2.2 

2.3 

Subject: New Guidance on Design 
of Housing 

Introduction 

The purpose of this report is to inform Committee of a new Scottish Homes publication, 
“Housing for Varying Needs - a design guide Part 1”. The purpose of this new document is 
to replace several of the existing Scottish Housing Handbooks as detailed below. 

Background 

The new design guide has been produced by Scottish Homes at the request of the Scottish 
Office. This is part of a review and updating of Scottish Housing Handbooks 5 (Housing for 
the Elderly) and 6 (Housing for the Disabled) which were produced in the late 1970’s. It also 
introduces the concept of barrier free design to this guidance. In addition the Scottish Office 
requested that the review should cover further client groups with particular needs including 
community care users and other vulnerable client groups, and the forms of accommodation 
contained within Scottish Housing Handbook 7 (Housing for Single People, Shared 
Accommodation and Hostels). 

Consultation has been on-going since 1996 and comments have been sought from users, 
providers and designers of housing. The document reflects the changes which have taken 
place in the approach to housing provision since the publication of the Scottish Housing 
Handbooks. The guidance is intended as an advisory document with no mandatory status. 
Scottish Homes have, however, stated that the guidance will be the basis of its required 
standards in relation to funding. It is intended that reference will also be made to these 
standards within future development briefs produced by the Housing Department. The 
standards are intended to ensure that housing is accessible, fit for its purpose, adaptable for 
different needs and over its lifetime represents good value for money. 

The guidance is being produced in two parts. “his report refers to Part 1 and a future report 
will inform Committee when Part 2 is published. Part 1 is concerned with guidance on the 
design of houses and flats. Part 2 will cover provision for various categories of 
accommodation with integral support - such as communal facilities associated with self- 
contained houses or flats, or in grouped housing with some shared space and facilities, and 
with support from resident or peripatetic carers. 



2.4 As stated above, Part 1 provides guidance on the design of houses and flats and includes 
comprehensive details on, 

Sizes and Dimensions 
Location of Housing 
The Design of the Surrounding Environment 
Housing Layout and Building Form 
The Overall Plan of the Dwelling 
Access to dwellings and Provision for Vehicles 
Communal Access Areas, Stairs and Lifts to Flats 
Entrance Doors to Individual Houses or Flats 
Circulation Spaces and Internal Doors 
Living and Sleeping Areas 
Storage 
Kitchens (with particular reference to wheelchair users) 
Bathrooms and WC compartments (with particular reference to wheelchair users) 
Interior Finishes 
Windows 
Heating, Ventilating and Water Services 
Power and Communications 
External Facilities 
Refurbishment and Adaptations 

3 Recommendation 

3.1 It is recommended that Committee note the publication of the new Design Guide produced 
by Scottish Homes and approve its use as a reference for hture development briefs issued by 
the Housing Department. 

3.2 That this report be referred to Planning and Development and Construction Services 
Committees for information. 

4 Background Information 

4.1 Background information is available from the Housing Department and may be found in the 
Members Library. 

f? Gavin Whitefield 
y ? D i r e c t o r  of Housing 


