
Airdrie, 15 November 2005 at 7 pm. 

A Meeting of the AlRDRlE AREA COMMITTEE 

PRESENT 

Councillor Fagan, Convener; Councillors S. Coyle, Logue, J. McGuigan, Morgan, Stocks and Sullivan. 

CHAIR 

Councillor Fagan (Convener) presided. 

IN ATTENDANCE 

The Committee Officer, Department of Administration; Local Regeneration Manager, Chief Executive's 
Department; Education Officer, Department of Education; Policy Officer, Department of Community Services; 
Senior Manager, Department of Housing and Property Services, and Transport Team Leader and Senior 
Planning Officer, Department of Planning and Environment. 

ALSO IN ATTENDANCE 

W. Hynd and T. McFarlane, Airdrie and Villages Community Forum, Inspector Jim Jamieson, Strathclyde Police 
and David Smith, Area Manager, Strathclyde Fire and Rescue. 

APOLOGIES 

Councillors Curley, Devine, Donnelly and Morris. 

CONVENER'S REMARKS 

The Convener welcomed Mr. David Smith, Area Manager, Strathclyde Fire and Rescue, to his first meeting of 
the Committee. 

MINUTES 

(I) AlRDRlE AREA COMMITTEE 

1. There was submitted the Minute of the meeting of the Airdrie Area Committee held on 13 September 
2005. 

Decided: that the Minute be noted. 

(2) MONKLAND GLEN COMMUNITY COUNCIL 

2. There were submitted the Minutes of the meetings of Monkland Glen Community Council held on 
21 June and 14 September 2005. 

Decided: that the Minutes be noted. 
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(3) SALSBURGH COMMUNITY COUNCIL 

3. There were submitted the Minutes of the meetings of Salsburgh Community Council held on (I) 
8 September 2005, and (2) 13 October 2005 (tabled), 

Decided: that the Minutes be noted. 

(4) AiRDRlE AND VILLAGES COMMUNITY FORUM 

4. There was submitted the Minute of the meeting of the Airdrie and Villages Community Forum held on 
4 October 2005. 

Decided: that the Minute be noted. 

The Convener exercised his discretion to vary the order of business as hereinafter Minuted. 

AIRDRIE AREA POLICING 

5. Inspector Jamieson orally (I) advised the Committee of details of policing incidents in Airdrie and the 
surrounding villages for the period from April to October 2005; (2) provided a comparison with details 
of incidents recorded in the period from April to October 2004, and (3) highlighted that a comparison 
of the statistics for incidents of violent crimes in the area had reflected a decline in the number of 
incidents in 2005. 

Decided: that the Police report in relation to policing within Airdrie and the surrounding villages 
be noted. 

COMMUNITY REGENERATION PROGRESS REPORT 

6. There was submitted a report dated 26 October 2005 by the Chief Executive (I) providing an update 
on the progress in relation to the establishment of Local Area Partnerships and the development of 
Neighbourhood Improvement Plans; (2) advising of a programme of Ward visits that had been 
undertaken with local Councillors and senior officers from his Department; (3) explaining that the 
information gathered during these Ward visits would be addressed with relevant Departments and 
partner agencies; (4) intimating that the Department of Community Services would lead the 
development of the Community Forums in line with the Council’s Community Engagement Strategy, 
and (5) indicating that further reports on the development of the Community Engagement Strategy 
and the Neighbourhood Development Plan would be submitted to the next meeting of this Committee. 

Decided: that the report be noted. 

GOOD NEWS 

7. There was Submitted a report (docketed) dated 22 September 2005 by the Director of Community 
Services advising of various Good News events and facilities within the Airdrie area. 

Declded: that the report be noted. 
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ALBERT PRIMARY SCHOOL, AlRDRlE 

8. The Education Officer, Department of Education, orally advised the Committee on the position 
regarding the Council's consultation proposal to close Albert Primary School, Airdrie, and on the 
ensuing public consultation process, He intimated that the Education Committee, at its meeting on 
9 November 2005, having been advised by the Director of Education that late submissions, including 
a submission from the School Board of Albert Primary School, had been received after the 
consultation period had ended, and that, accordingly, a proper evaluation of those submissions had 
not been included in his report on the outcome of the consultation process, had decided (1) that the 
timescale for the receipt of written representations from interested parties regarding the consultation 
proposal be extended to permit the inclusion of late submissions, and (2) that consideration be 
continued pending the submission of a further report by the Director of Education on the responses to 
the consultation document to the next meeting of the Committee. 

Decided: that the position be noted. 

TRAVELLING PEOPLE SITE AT FORREST STREET, AlRDRlE 

9. With reference to paragraph 11 of the Minute of the meeting of this Committee held on 13 September 
2005, there was submitted a report dated 8 November 2005 by the Director of Housing and Property 
Services (1) providing an update on progress made in relation to the Gypsy Travellers' Site at Forrest 
Street, Airdrie; (2) outlining the background relative thereto; (3) advising that the contract for the 
demolition of the utility units had recently been awarded to Nicholson Contracts Limited: (4) intimating 
that the Scottish Executive had been approached in order to ascertain the position regarding the pay 
back of the grant funding from the Executive which had been used to construct the site; (5) advising 
that remedial works would be undertaken at the perimeter fence and gates to secure and safeguard 
the future of the site, and (6) further intimating that the Council would continue to have an obligation to 
gypsy travellers should any apply for accommodation. 

Thereon, the Service Manager, Department of Housing and Property Services orally advised the 
Committee that since the publication of the agenda the demolition works in respect of the 
infrastructure on the site had been completed. 

Decided: 

(1) that the Committee welcome the plans for remedial works to the perimeter fencing and gates 
at the Travelling People's Site at Forrest Street, Airdrie, to secure and safeguard the site for 
future use; 

(2) 

(3) 

that the Committee express concerns about the possibility of the Scottish Executive requiring 
the Council to pay back the grant funding for the construction of the site, and 

that the Committee recommend that steps be taken to submit a claim to the Council's Insurers 
for compensation for the damage to the infrastructure of the site, and to meet the costs of the 
subsequent remedial and demolition works. 

AlRDRlE TO BATHGATE RAIL LINK 

10. With reference to paragraph 7 of the Minute of the meeting of this Committee held on 1 February 
2005, there was submitted a report dated 15 November 2005 by the Director of Planning and 
Environment (1) providing an update on progress on proposals for the re-opening of the Airdrie to 
Bathgate Rail Link; (2) outlining the background to the report: (3) advising that a governance 
structure, "The Core Stakeholder Group", had been established to determine appropriate 
representation on the various working groups and comprised representatives of (a) North Lanarkshire 
Council: (b) West Lothian Council; (c) the Scottish Executive; (d) Network Rail: (e) Strathclyde 
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Passenger Transport; (f) First Scotrail, and (9) Jacobs Babtie; (4) intimating (a) that the next key stage 
in the project involved a public consultation process, with meetings being arranged in Airdrie, Plains 
and Caldercruix and in suitable West Lothian locations, and (b) that prior to the consultation events, 
the Consultants for the scheme would meet Elected Members to present the preferred scheme; (5) 
reiterating that one of the main issues for the Council was the number of stations to be allocated to 
the line; (6) indicating that as part of the preferred scheme the Scottish Executive would consider the 
potential number and location of any new stations, and (7) advising that the re-opening of the line 
would contribute positively to the Council's social inclusion and economic regeneration objectives. 

Decided: that the report be noted. 

AIRDRIE TOWN CENTRE ACTION PLAN 

11, With reference to paragraph 14 of the Minute of the meeting of this Committee held on 13 September 
2005, there was submitted a report (docketed) dated 15 November 2005 by the Director of Planning 
and Environment (1) advising on progress of projects contained in the Airdrie Town Centre Action 
Plan; (2) outlining the background thereto; (3) providing in an Appendix to the report, an update on 
projects currently being progressed, and (4) advising that further reports would be submitted to future 
meetings of this Committee. 

Decided: that the report be noted. 

SMALL COMMUNITIES PROJECTS 

12. With reference to paragraph 13 of the Minute of the meeting of this Committee held on 13 September 
2005, there was submitted a report (docketed) dated 25 October 2005 by the Director of Planning and 
Environment (1) outlining in the Appendix to the report, the up to date position in respect of all projects 
relating to the Small Communities Programme; (2) intimating that landscape contractors had been 
appointed to implement their detailed designs for two projects in Plains; (3) indicating that to achieve 
Best Value in the delivery of the projects, the tender made provision for projects which would be 
implemented in Coatbridge together with those to be carried out in Airdrie, and (4) advising that the 
works to be undertaken for the Airdrie and Coatbridge Area Small Communities would commence in 
November 2005 with an anticipated eight week contract period. 

Decided: that the report be noted. 
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